




Psalm 127: 
How Can I Be Remembered?



Psalm 127 
1 Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.  

Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest,  

eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. 

4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one's youth. 

5 Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them!  

He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.



1. Unpacking the Psalm 

2. How does this prompt us? 

3. Where is Jesus?



Where Are We in the Story? 
Creation → Abraham → Exodus → Conquest → Judges → Monarchy





Songs of Ascent 
Psalm 120: God’s presence during distress 
Psalm 121: Joyful praise to the Lord 
Psalm 122: Prayer for Jerusalem 
Psalm 123: Patience for God’s mercy 
Psalm 124: Help comes from the Lord 
Psalm 125: Prayer for God’s blessing upon His people 
Psalm 126: The Lord has done great things 
Psalm 127: God’s blessing on man’s efforts 
Psalm 128: Joy for those who follow God’s ways 
Psalm 129: A cry for help to the Lord 
Psalm 130: A prayer of repentance 
Psalm 131: Surrender as a child to the Lord 
Psalm 132: God’s sovereign plan for His people 
Psalm 133: Praise of brotherly fellowship and unity 
Psalm 134: Praise to God in His temple
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	 help you talk?



What Should I Take Away From Psalm 127? 

1 Unless the LORD builds the house,  

those who build it labor in vain.  
Unless the LORD watches over the city,  
the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to 

rest, eating the bread of anxious toil;  
for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD,  

the fruit of the womb a reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior  

are the children of one's youth. 
5 Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them!  

He shall not be put to shame  
when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.

Pick the right projects?

Don’t toil and… take a nap?

Have many kids… 
When you’re young… 
So they... protect you? 	
intimidate enemies? 
	 help you talk?



What Should I Take Away From Psalm 127? 

1 Unless the LORD builds the house,  

those who build it labor in vain.  
Unless the LORD watches over the city,  
the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to 

rest, eating the bread of anxious toil;  
for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD,  

the fruit of the womb a reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior  

are the children of one's youth. 
5 Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them!  

He shall not be put to shame  
when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.

Pick the right projects?

Don’t toil and… take a nap?

Have many kids… 
When you’re young… 
So they... protect you? 	
intimidate enemies? 
	 help you talk?



What Should I Take Away From Psalm 127? 

1 Unless the LORD builds the house,  

those who build it labor in vain.  
Unless the LORD watches over the city,  
the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to 

rest, eating the bread of anxious toil;  
for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD,  

the fruit of the womb a reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior  

are the children of one's youth. 
5 Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them!  

He shall not be put to shame  
when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.

Pick the right projects?

Don’t toil and… take a nap?

Have many kids… 
When you’re young… 
So they... protect you? 	
intimidate enemies? 
	 help you talk?



What Should I Take Away From Psalm 127? 

1 Unless the LORD builds the house,  

those who build it labor in vain.  
Unless the LORD watches over the city,  
the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to 

rest, eating the bread of anxious toil;  
for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD,  

the fruit of the womb a reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior  

are the children of one's youth. 
5 Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them!  

He shall not be put to shame  
when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.

Pick the right projects?

Don’t toil and… take a nap?

Have many kids… 
When you’re young… 
So they... protect you? 	
intimidate enemies? 
	 help you talk?



Psalm 127 

1 Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.  

Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest,  

eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. 

4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one's youth. 

5 Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them!  

He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.



Psalm 127 

1 Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.  

Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest,  

eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. 

4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one's youth. 

5 Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them!  

He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.



Psalm 127 

1 Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.  

Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest,  

eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. 

4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one's youth. 

5 Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them!  

He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.



Psalm 127 

1 Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.  

Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest,  
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“Vain (shav’)” Meaning: vain/empty/worthless 
1) emptiness, vanity, falsehood 
1a) emptiness, nothingness, vanity 
1b) emptiness of speech, lying 
1c) worthlessness (of conduct)
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Genesis 11:4–8 

4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a 
tower with its top in the heavens, and  

let us make a name for ourselves,  
lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”... 6 

And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and 
they have all one language, and this is only the beginning 
of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do 

will now be impossible for them. 
7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so 

that they may not understand one another’s speech.”
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  Genesis 3 

17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the 
tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you;  

in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;  
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.  

19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground,  

for out of it you were taken;  for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
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Genesis 15 
  

3 And Abram said,  

“Behold, you have given me no offspring, 
 and a member of my household will be 

my heir.”  
4 And behold, the word of the LORD 

came to him:  

“This man shall not be your heir; your 
very own son shall be your heir.”  

5 And he brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven, and number the 
stars, if you are able to number them.”  

Then he said to him,  
“So shall your offspring be.”
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“Here Solomon describes such children as, 
distinguished by uprightness and integrity… 
that they may shut the mouths of the malevolent 
and of calumniators. In ancient times, as is well 
known, judicial assemblies were held at the gates 
of cities. He therefore here speaks of the gate, as 
if in the present day one should speak of the 
bench, or the courts, or the senate. 

Calvin, John. "Commentary on Psalms 127". "Calvin's Commentary on the Bible". https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/cal/psalms-127.html. 1840-57.
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  1 Kings 9 

1 As soon as Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD...  

3 …the LORD said to him, “… 4 if you will walk before me, as David your father walked…5 then I 
will establish your royal throne over Israel forever...’  

6 But if you turn aside from following me, you or your children…7 then I will cut off Israel from the 
land that I have given them, and the house that I have consecrated for my name I will cast out of 

my sight, and Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples.  

8 And this house will become a heap of ruins…”
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Jesus’s Upside Down Fulfillment 

Luke 5:27–32 - Jesus dines with "tax collectors and 
sinners," answers Pharisees with "I came not to 

call the righteous but sinners." 

Luke 7:36–50 - the sinful woman anointing his 
feet. 

Luke 19:1–10 - Zacchaeus, chief tax collector; "the 
Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost." 

John 4:1–42 - Samaritan woman at the well, 
doubly marginal (ethnicity, moral history, gender). 

Matthew 8:1–3 - touching the leper, ritually 
unclean, "I will; be clean." 

Luke 8:43–48 - the woman with the discharge of 
blood, another purity-law outcast, healed by 

touch. 
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Nikolaus von Zinzendorf

“Preach the Gospel 

Die 

And Be Forgotten”


