
Before you begin, read Mark 12:18-34, and pray for unity and clarity during this discussion. 

1. Jesus tells the Sadducees they're wrong because they "know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God" (v. 24). Their question assumed resurrection would just be this life resumed. Where do we do something similar, shrinking God down to fit what we can already imagine? What's a place in your own thinking where you've quietly assumed God can't do more than you've seen him do?
2. Jesus goes hard after the Sadducees' argument but never attacks them personally. He exposes the faulty assumption and reopens their own Scriptures (the burning bush) instead of attacking their motives. Why is it so much easier for us to do the opposite? Go after the person and leave the position untouched? What would it look like this week to disagree with someone the way Jesus does here?
3. The Sadducees and the scribe ask Jesus questions back to back, and he responds completely differently, sharp reframing for one, warmth for the other. What made the difference? How do we tell when someone is setting a trap versus genuinely asking, and does it change how we should answer?
4. The scribe gives a beautiful answer and still hears "not far" close, but not in. What's the difference between knowing the right things about God and actually surrendering to him? Can you think of a way someone can be right and still be standing outside?
5. "Not far" is honest, but it's not where the story stops. The kingdom doesn't wait for us to close the gap; God closes it himself in Jesus. How does it change the way we approach people who are "not far off" when we remember we didn't cross the distance under our own power either? Who is one "not far" person in your life, and how might you respond to them differently this week?
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