


Mark 1:1

“The beginning of the good news about Jesus
the Messiah, the Son of God.”
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Mark 11:11

11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple.
And when he had looked around at everything, as it was
already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.






A straight line connects the Triumphal Entry
and the Crucifixion. A pilgrim crowd noisily
proclaiming the coming of the Kingdom, not
to mention the coming of their King, would
certainly provoke Pilate’s attention and
concern: With much less provocation, he

had swung into bloody action before.

Paula Fredriksen, Jesus of Nazareth: King of the Jews. Vintage
Books, 1997, 242.
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“The gun may already have been cocked,
but it was the temple demonstration
which pulled the trigger.”

E. P. Sanders, Jesus and Judaism. Fortress Press, 1985, 305.

Professor E. P. Sanders
Duke University



Going to Pick a Fight

Mark 11:27-12:12
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Going to Pick a Fight

Mark 11:27-12:12

|. Jesus sees and acts
Il. Jesus doesn’t back down

lll. Jesus weighs the cost



Mark 11:15-17

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the
temple and began to drive out those who sold and those
who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables

of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold
pigeons. ® And he would not allow anyone to carry
anything through the temple. 17 And he was teaching
them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house
shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But
you have made it a den of robbers.”



YRy

ey

i;'-'ur’ .

TIPT o

LS,
i
- w—
SN
P )

s
']
P“"

™

= -
=
el I..-P:
="

™
»

LT




Mark 11:15-17

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the
temple and began to drive out those who sold and those
who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables

of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold
pigeons. ® And he would not allow anyone to carry
anything through the temple. 7 And he was teaching
them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house
shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But
you have made it a den of robbers.”



Today

Going to Pick a Fight

Mark 11:27-12:12

|. Jesus sees and acts
ll. Jesus doesn’t back down

lll. Jesus weighs the cost



Mark 11:27-33

27 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was
walking in the temple, the chief priests and the scribes
and the elders came to him, 28 and they said to him, “By
what authority are you doing these things, or who gave
you this authority to do them?” 29 Jesus said to them, “I
will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you
by what authority I do these things. 3¢ Was the baptism

of John from heaven or from man? Answer me.”



Mark 11:27-33

31 And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,” he will say, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they

were afraid of the people, for they all held that John
really was a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, “We do
not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell
you by what authority I do these things.”



Deeper Diagnosis

Where do we care about our image/political
correctness over and above theological clarity?



Mark 11:27-33

31 And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,” he will say, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they

were afraid of the people, for they all held that John
really was a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, “We do
not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell
you by what authority I do these things.”



Today

Going to Pick a Fight

Mark 11:27-12:12

|. Jesus sees and acts
Il. Jesus doesn’t back down

I1l. Jesus weighs the cost



Mark 12:1

And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man
planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a
pit for the winepress and built a tower, and leased it to

tenants and went into another country.



Isaiah 5:1-2

1 Let me sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
and he looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.



Mark 12:2-9

2 When the season came, he sent a servant to the tenants
to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 And
they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-
handed. 4 Again he sent to them another servant, and
they struck him on the head and treated him shametfully.
5 And he sent another, and him they killed. And so with
many others: some they beat, and some they killed.



Mark 12:2-9

6 He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent
him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 7 But
those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’
8 And they took him and killed him and threw him out of
the vineyard. 2 What will the owner of the vineyard do?
He will come and destroy the tenants and give the
vineyard to others.



Mark 12:10-11

10 Have you not read this Scripture:
“ “The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

11 this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”



Apply and Honor the Author

Three ways we can understand and apply this
passage.
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Apply and Honor the Author

Three ways we can understand and apply this
passage.

1. God is in total control
2. Jesus iIs the cornerstone
3. You are never beyond the reach of the gospel






Gospel Application

Are you willing to stand with the vulnerable,
even when it costs you, and trust that Jesus
already paid the price you can't?
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