

Before you begin, read Mark 10:13-31, and pray for unity and clarity during this discussion. 

1. The children in this passage are accepted not for what they have or do, but for what they lack. Where in your own spiritual life do you find it hardest to come to Jesus with empty hands, no credentials, no track record, no claims? 

2. The rich young ruler was sincere, morally serious, and Jesus loved him, and he still walked away. What does that tell us about the difference between admiring Jesus and actually following him? 

3. The sermon named several things we tend to hold in "full hands", possessions, safety, comfort, title, relationships, our idea of what God owes us. Which of those is hardest for you personally to loosen your grip on, and why? 

4. Paul says in Galatians 5:4 that trying to be justified by the law severs us from Christ. Have you ever gone through a season where religious activity, doing the right things, following the right rules, became a substitute for actually depending on Jesus? What did that look like? 

5. Peter's question is an honest one: "We have left everything… now what?" Jesus' answer is the hundredfold promise, but he includes "with persecutions." What does it look like in your life right now to trust that empty hands receive more than full hands can hold, even when what you've received doesn't look like what you expected?
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