






The Rich Young Ruler
Mark 10:13-31



13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for 
him to place his hands on them, but the disciples 
rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I 
tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of 
God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he 
took the children in his arms, placed his hands on 
them and blessed them.

The Rich and the Kingdom of God
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him 
and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he 
asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No 
one is good—except God alone. 19 You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not 
commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not 
give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor 
your father and mother.’[d]”

20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since 
I was a boy.”

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you 
lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.”

22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth.

23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, 
“How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of 
God!”

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus 
said again, “Children, how hard it is[e] to enter the 
kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is 
rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to 
each other, “Who then can be saved?”

27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is 
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible 
with God.”

28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to 
follow you!”

29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has 
left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to 
receive a hundred times as much in this present age: 
homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and 
fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to 
come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be 
last, and the last first.”

Mark 10:13-31
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Isn’t that interesting? This young man dared to 
say to the Lord of heaven and earth, “I have 
kept your law since I was a boy,” but despite his 
misplaced self-confidence, Jesus loved him. 
Why did Jesus react this way? Was it because He 
was happy to have finally found an Israelite in 
whom there was no guile, someone who had 
kept the law scrupulously and therefore had 
earned Jesus’ love? No, of course not… 



Rather, I think Jesus felt compassion for the man. I 
do not believe the rich young ruler was arrogant. 
He really wanted to know how to inherit eternal 
life and he really believed that he had kept the law. 
In short, he was thoroughly lost, and whenever our 
Lord met people who were as lost as this man, He 
reacted with compassion. We have already seen 
several examples of Jesus’ compassion in Mark’s 
gospel (1:41; 6:34; 8:2), and I think we are seeing it 
again here.” R. C. Sproul, Mark, First Edition, St. Andrew’s Expositional 

Commentary (Orlando, FL: Reformation Trust, 2011), 254–255.
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As we think through what Jesus was saying 
here, we must understand that He was not 
setting down a universal rule. He was not 
saying that anyone who wishes to be saved 
must divest himself of all private property and 
become an ascetic, living in poverty and 
self-denial. Rather, He was addressing a specific 
person with unique heart attitudes.
In a sense, Jesus was taking the rich young ruler 
to the first table of the Ten Commandments. 

In essence, He was saying to him: “You say you 
have kept all of the law. What about the first 
commandment: ‘You shall have no other gods 
before Me’?” (Ex. 20:3). Jesus knew that money 
was this man’s god. He probably went to 
synagogue. Maybe he went to temple worship. 
But all week long, his mind was consumed with 
questions of wealth. His money ranked ahead 
of God.

R. C. Sproul, Mark, First Edition, St. Andrew’s 
Expositional Commentary (Orlando, FL: 
Reformation Trust, 2011), 255.
R. C. Sproul, Mark, First Edition, St. Andrew’s 
Expositional Commentary (Orlando, FL: 
Reformation Trust, 2011), 254–255.
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The Ten Commandments
1 And God spoke all these words:

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

3 “You shall have no other gods before me.

Exodus 20:1-3
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He reminds us that it is childlike simplicity 
and trust that marks those who belong to 
God’s kingdom. Intellectual sophistication, 
physical abilities, social popularity, or any of 
the world’s ways of assessing worth are not 
the scale by which God measures significance 
and welcomes people into his presence.”

Hans F. Bayer, “Mark,” in Gospel Transformation Bible: English Standard Version, ed. Bryan 
Chapell and Dane Ortlund (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 1337.



27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is 
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with 
God.” 28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to 
follow you!” 29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who 
has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive 
a hundred times as much in this present age: homes, 
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Humanly speaking, no one can be saved. But 
with God, salvation is possible even for the 
one who has entrusted himself wholeheartedly 
to material wealth. It may be difficult, but the 
Holy Spirit intervenes in the lives of people 
and cuts through the hardness of their hearts. 
By God’s power and grace, a camel can go 
through the eye of a needle, in a manner of 
speaking.” R. C. Sproul, Mark, First Edition, St. Andrew’s Expositional 

Commentary (Orlando, FL: Reformation Trust, 2011), 260.







What am I looking to right now to finally 
make me feel secure, significant, or “okay”? 

How is it shaping my restlessness?

Gospel Application
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make me feel secure, significant, or “okay”? 

How is it shaping my restlessness?

Where is Jesus inviting me to stop striving to 
achieve peace and instead receive Him like a child 

receives a gift?

Gospel Application




