Before you begin, read Mark 10:1-12, and pray for unity and clarity during this discussion.

1. The Pharisees came to Jesus with an exit question, “Is it lawful to divorce?”, rather than a design question. In what areas of your life (not just marriage) do you find yourself asking “what’s permitted?” rather than “what’s intended?” What does that tendency reveal about the posture of your heart? 

2. Jesus says Moses gave the divorce provision “because of your hardness of heart” it was a concession text, not a design text. How does that reframe the way you think about Christians from different traditions, churches, or styles of worship? Is there someone or some group you've been too quick to dismiss? 

3. Jesus goes all the way back to Genesis, to creation design, to answer a question about divorce. What does it tell us about how Jesus reads Scripture that he goes to intention rather than exception? How does that shape the way we should read and apply Scripture in our own lives?

4. Edwards writes: “There is no instance in Scripture of an individual seeking forgiveness and being denied it by God.” For those carrying wounds from divorce, either their own or someone else’s, what does it mean practically that the question was never whether God forgives, but whether we will hear the call to discipleship? How does grace free us to take that call seriously rather than defensively? 

5. Ortlund says our sins and weaknesses are “the very résumé items that qualify us to approach Christ.”   As a group, spend a few minutes in prayer, naming the specific places where you feel disqualified, and bringing those places to Christ as the very reason you can come. What would it look like to leave this conversation walking toward him rather than away? 
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