




Big Hungry crowd, again!

Mark 8:1-3
1In those days there was again a large crowd, and they 
had nothing to eat. He called the disciples and said to 

them, 2“I have compassion on the crowd, because 
they’ve already stayed with me three days and have 

nothing to eat. 3If I send them home hungry, they will 
collapse on the way, and some of them have

come a long distance.”



Been here before, guys!

Mark 8:5-6
4His disciples answered him, “Where can anyone get 

enough bread here in this desolate place to
feed these people?”

5“How many loaves do you have?” he asked them.

“Seven,” they said.



Crowd =F . D. & H Disciples = Clueless

Mark 8:6-10
6He commanded the crowd to sit down on the ground. 

Taking the seven loaves, he gave thanks, broke them, and 
gave them to his disciples to set before the people. So they 
served them to the crowd. 7They also had a few small fish, 

and after he had blessed them, he said these were to be 
served as well. 8They ate and were satisfied. Then they 

collected seven large baskets of leftover pieces. 9About four 
thousand were there. He dismissed them. 10And he 

immediately got into the boat with his disciples and went to 
the district of Dalmanutha.



The plot thickens…

Mark 8:11-13
11The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, 
demanding of him a sign from heaven to test him.



Jesus’ response to being demanded of

Mark 8:12-13
12Sighing deeply in his spirit, he said, “Why does this 

generation demand a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will 
be given to this generation.” 13Then he left them, got 

back into the boat, and went to the other side.



Today’s Message:

Finally, you are 
starting to see! 

Mark 8:14-30



Doh! No Bread!

Mark 8:14-21
14The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for 
one loaf they had with them in the boat. 15“Be careful,” 

Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the 
Pharisees and that of Herod.”

 
16They discussed this with one another and said, “It is 

because we have no bread.”
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Mark 4:41
41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is 
this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”
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Mark 6:49-52
49But when they saw him walking on the lake, they 
thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50because they all 
saw him and were terrified. Immediately he spoke to them 
and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 51Then he 
climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. 
They were completely amazed, 52for they had not 
understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.





Mark 4:17

Trike’s translation:

“Hey, numbskulls, we’re not talking about bread!”



Doh! No Bread!
What’s the “one loaf they had in the boat” about?

Mark 8:14-21
14The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for 
one loaf they had with them in the boat. 15“Be careful,” 

Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the 
Pharisees and that of Herod.”

 
16They discussed this with one another and said, “It is 

because we have no bread.”







Doh! No Bread!
Deadly Yeast

Mark 8:15
14The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for 
one loaf they had with them in the boat. 15“Be careful,” 

Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the 
Pharisees and that of Herod.”

 
16They discussed this with one another and said, “It is 

because we have no bread.”



Yeast connotes to us that fresh and wholesome ingredient that 
makes dough rise and gives bread a pleasing, light texture. The 
ancient world used the more dangerous leaven. It was produced 
by keeping back a piece of the previous week’s dough, storing it 
in suitable conditions, and adding juices to promote the process of 
fermentation. But this homemade rising agent was fraught with 
health hazards because it could easily become
tainted; it would then spread poison when baked
with the rest of the dough. It, in turn, would infect
the next batch. That is the idea Jesus uses to refer
to his enemies.

~ David E. Garland, Mark, The NIV Application Commentary
   (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1996), 310..

https://ref.ly/logosres/nivac62mk?ref=Page.p+17&off=13&ctx=Introduction%0a~In+the+glare+of+the+Jerusal


Beware the 
yeast of the 

Pharisees



Mark 2:16
When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw 

him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they 
asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with

tax collectors and sinners?”
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When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw 

him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they 
asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with

tax collectors and sinners?”

Mark 3:6
Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the 

Herodians how they might kill Jesus.



Mark 3:22
And the teachers of the law who came down from 

Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the 
prince of demons he is driving out demons.”



Mark 7:5-7
5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, 

“Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition 
of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled 

hands?” 
6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied 

about you hypocrites; as it is written: 
“ ‘These people honor me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me. 
7 They worship me in vain; 

their teachings are merely human rules.’

Mark 8:11-13
11The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To 
test him, they asked him for a sign from heaven. 12He 

sighed deeply and said, “Why does this generation ask 
for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to it.” 

13Then he left them, got back into the boat and crossed to 
the other side.
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Beware the yeast 
of Herod



Mark 6:25-26
25At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: 
“I want you to give me right now the head of John the 

Baptist on a platter.”

26The king was greatly distressed, but because of his 
oaths and his dinner guests, he did not

want to refuse her.





Totally missing the point!
Face Palm

Mark 8:17
17Aware of their 

discussion, Jesus asked 
them: “Why are you 
talking about having

no bread?



The disciple’s conditions
Do not see or understand?

Mark 8:17-18
Do you still not see or understand?

Are your hearts hardened?
18Do you have eyes but fail to see,

and ears but fail to hear?
And don’t you remember? 
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Time to remember…

Mark 8:14-21
19When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, 

how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?”

“Twelve,” they replied. 

20“And when I broke the seven loaves for the four 
thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces

did you pick up?”

They answered, “Seven.”



Mic Drop…

Mark 8:14-21
21He said to them,

“Do you still not understand?”







Jesus asks his disciples why all the squabbling about the 
loaves and then gives a quick recap of recent events to 
jog their memories (and the reader’s). He prods them to 
recall how much was left over when he fed the five 
thousand and the four thousand. They can recall the 
numbers easily enough, but they cannot see
past them to recognize that they have a bread
maker with them in the boat. The scene is
almost comical. Jesus has fed nine thousand
people with next to nothing.



The disciples themselves helped distribute the food and 
helped gather up the leftovers, twelve mat basketfuls 
and seven large basketfuls. Though they had a ringside 
seat at both events, it has apparently slipped their 
minds, and they come off as dunderheads worrying 
about not having enough to fix lunch for
thirteen. Even when Jesus refreshes their
memories, they still do not fully comprehend
because they have hardened hearts.

~ David E. Garland, Mark, The NIV Application Commentary
   (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1996), 311.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nivac62mk?ref=Page.p+17&off=13&ctx=Introduction%0a~In+the+glare+of+the+Jerusal


A healing to make a point!

Mark 8:22-26
22They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man 
and begged Jesus to touch him. 23He took the blind man by the 
hand and led him outside the village. When he had spit on the 

man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked,
“Do you see anything?”

24He looked up and said, “I see people;
they look like trees walking around.”



A healing to make a point!

Mark 8:22-26
25Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes 

were opened, his sight was restored,
and he saw everything clearly.

26Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t even go into the village.”



The Markan context, which portrays Jesus’ struggle to get his 
disciples to see anything, gives this unusual two-stage healing 
added significance. The blind man’s healing occurs between two 
examples of the disciples’ blindness (8:14–21; 8:31–33). This 
physical healing of blindness serves as a paradigm for the 
spiritual healing of the disciples’ sight, which also 
comes gradually and with difficulty.

~ David E. Garland, Mark, The NIV Application Commentary
   (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1996), 312-313.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nivac62mk?ref=Page.p+17&off=13&ctx=Introduction%0a~In+the+glare+of+the+Jerusal


Now you are starting to see clearly!

Mark 8:22-30
27Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea 
Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?”

28They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, one of the prophets.”

29“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”

30Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.



As we near the midway point of this Gospel, the first 
half has drawn attention to the disciples’ inability to 
recognize that Jesus is the Messiah empowered by God. 
When it finally dawns on Peter, the spokesman for the 
group, that Jesus is the Christ, the disciples encounter a 
new hurdle to their understanding. The
second half of the book will reveal their
inability to understand that this Messiah
must suffer and die and be vindicated in his 
resurrection.



As Jesus asked the blind man, “Do you see anything?” so 
he will ask the disciples, “Who do you say I am?” Peter 
does see something. After all of Jesus’ mighty works and 
deeds, he has a flash of insight: “You are the Christ” (8:29). 
The first stage of healing is complete. But he only has 
partial sight, as Jesus’ stern rebuke in the next
sentence makes clear (8:33). Peter sees, but he
sees the equivalent of walking trees. Both Peter
and the disciples require a second touch before
they will see all things clearly—that the
Messiah must suffer and die.
     ~ David E. Garland, Mark, The NIV Application Commentary
        (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1996), 313.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nivac62mk?ref=Page.p+17&off=13&ctx=Introduction%0a~In+the+glare+of+the+Jerusal


Gospel Application

How do you find yourself slipping into a
“Gospel Inoculation” and being immune from the real thing?



Gospel Application

How do you find yourself slipping into a
“Gospel Inoculation” and being immune from the real thing?

Do you today acknowledge that “Jesus is the Christ.”
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