

Before you begin, read Mark 8:1-13, and pray for unity and clarity during this discussion.

1. In Mark 8, the disciples forget that Jesus had already fed thousands before. Why do you think it is so easy for us to forget what God has already done in our lives?

2. The Pharisees demanded a sign from Jesus even after many miracles had already occurred. In what ways do Christians today subtly do the same thing with God?

3. Have you ever found yourself saying (or thinking), “God, show me a sign before I obey”? What does trusting God’s Word look like instead of waiting for extra confirmation?

4. The sermon mentioned treating circumstances like “divine fortune cookies” or letting faith fluctuate with emotions. When are you most tempted to interpret events or feelings as proof that God is with you, or not with you?

5. After feeding the crowd, Jesus gave thanks before distributing the bread. How might practicing gratitude change the way we approach uncertainty or difficulty in our lives? Maybe even more specifically, how might this idea of thankfulness even at the Communion Table help us as we reflect on Jesus before we take the elements of the bread and juice?
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