

Before you begin, read Mark 6:7-29, and pray for unity and clarity during this discussion.

1. Mark 6 shows us Jesus’ kingdom and Herod’s kingdom side by side. What differences stand out to you between how Jesus leads through the Twelve and how Herod rules from his palace? Which approach feels more natural to you and why?

2. Jesus sends the Twelve with authority but very little security (no money, no backup plan). What are the “bags” or “extra tunics” we tend to rely on today instead of trusting Jesus? How does dependence on Christ challenge our desire for control?

3. Herod knows John is righteous, yet still has him executed because of pressure, image, and fear. Can you think of a time when fear of people, reputation, or consequences shaped a decision more than obedience to God? What helped, or could help, you respond differently next time?

4. Jesus tells the Twelve to expect rejection and to move on when it happens. How do you personally respond when your faith is ignored, mocked, or rejected? What does this passage teach us about faithfulness versus “success” in God’s kingdom?

5. Looking at your life right now, that is your time, priorities, fears, and hopes, what evidence points toward the kingdom you are living for? What would change this week if you more fully trusted Jesus as your King?
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