










Mark 6:1-6

He went away from there and came to his hometown, 

and his disciples followed him. 2 And on the Sabbath 

he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who 

heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did this 

man get these things? What is the wisdom given to 

him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? 3 

Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of 

James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his 

sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.



Mark 6:1-6

4 And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without 

honor, except in his hometown and among his 

relatives and in his own household.” 5 And he could 

do no mighty work there, except that he laid his 

hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And 

he marveled because of their unbelief.

And he went about among the villages teaching.
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Who is Jesus? Mark 1-5

• Son of God (Mark 1:11, 3:11)

• The ”Holy One of God” (Mark 1:24)

• Healer, cleanser, forgiver of sins

• Friend of Sinners (Mark 2:17)

• Son of Man / Lord of the Sabbath (Mark 2:27)

• Power over Nature, Evil, Disease, Death (Mark 4-5)
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And they took offense at him,” says Mark. The word for “offense” 

comes from Gk. skandalon, meaning a “stumbling block.” The 

verb (Gk. skandalizein) means to “cause to stumble,” and in the 

present context to be “put off” or even “repelled” by Jesus. 

Skandalizein occurs eight times in the Gospel of Mark; in each 

instance it designates obstructions that prevent one from coming 

to faith and following Jesus. A stumbling block to faith, a 

signature motif in Mark, is a grave problem. The “offense” of v. 3 

verifies that the amazement of the people in Nazareth is not one 

of faith but of incredulity and opposition. 

James R. Edwards, The Gospel according to Mark, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, 
England: Eerdmans; Apollos, 2002), 173.









Ephesians 2:8-10

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 

not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them.





2nd Corinthians 5:21

21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 

sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.





Mark 1:14-15

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into 

Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”



John 18:33-37

36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. 

If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would 

have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over 

to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 

37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 

answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I 

was born and for this purpose I have come into the 

world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is 

of the truth listens to my voice.”





Ephesians 4:17-24

17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you 

must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility 

of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their 

understanding, alienated from the life of God because 

of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness 

of heart. 19 They have become callous and have given 

themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every 

kind of impurity.



Ephesians 4:17-24

20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 

assuming that you have heard about him and were 

taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off 

your old self, which belongs to your former manner of 

life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to 

be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put 

on the new self, created after the likeness of God in 

true righteousness and holiness.





Romans 8:28-29

28 And we know that for those who love God all 

things work together for good, for those who are 

called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom 

he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers.



John 16:33

33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may 

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But 

take heart; I have overcome the world.





Romans 5:8-10

8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we 

have now been justified by his blood, much more 

shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to 

God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we 

are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.



If Jesus rose from the dead, then you have to accept all 

that he said; if he didn't rise from the dead, then why 

worry about any of what he said? The issue on which 

everything hangs is not whether or not you like his 

teaching but whether or not he rose from the dead.

Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism







Gospel Response

Start:  

Jesus is inviting you into a life-giving relationship. Be 

reconciled to God!

Strengthen:

Refuse caricatures & be shaped by remembering the real 

Jesus. 
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