




Mark 5:21-43
21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the 

other side, a great crowd gathered about him, and he 

was beside the sea. 22 Then came one of the rulers of 

the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell 

at his feet 23 and implored him earnestly, saying, “My 

little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay 

your hands on her, so that she may be made well and 

live.” 24 And he went with him.



Mark 5:21-43

25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge 

of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suffered 

much under many physicians, and had spent all that 

she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. 27 

She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up 

behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 28 

For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be 

made well.”



Mark 5:21-43

29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and 

she felt in her body that she was healed of her 

disease. 30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that 

power had gone out from him, immediately turned 

about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my 

garments?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see 

the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who 

touched me?’”



Mark 5:21-43

32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 33 

But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, 

came in fear and trembling and fell down before him 

and told him the whole truth. 34 And he said to her, 

“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, 

and be healed of your disease.”



Mark 5:21-43

35 While he was still speaking, there came from the 

ruler's house some who said, “Your daughter is dead. 

Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 36 But 

overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of 

the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.”



Mark 5:21-43

37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter 

and James and John the brother of James. 38 They 

came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and 

Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing 

loudly. 39 And when he had entered, he said to them, 

“Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The 

child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed 

at him. 



Mark 5:21-43

But he put them all outside and took the child's father 

and mother and those who were with him and went in 

where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said 

to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to 

you, arise.” 42 And immediately the girl got up and 

began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and 

they were immediately overcome with amazement. 43 

And he strictly charged them that no one should know 

this, and told them to give her something to eat.





The Desperation of Jairus

21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to 

the other side, a great crowd gathered about him, and 

he was beside the sea. 22 Then came one of the rulers 

of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he 

fell at his feet 23 and implored him earnestly, saying, 

“My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and 

lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well 

and live.” 24 And he went with him.



“Jairus was like so many of us in our coming to Christ. It 

was not his love for Christ that brought him. It was not 

what he could do for Christ. It was his need. It was his 

desperation and a glimmer of hope. Despair is 

commonly the prelude to grace.”

Mark: Jesus, Servant and Savior (ESV Edition) R. Kent Hughes



Twelve Years of Suffering

25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge 

of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suffered 

much under many physicians, and had spent all that 

she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. 27 

She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up 

behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 28 

For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be 

made well.”



“An unceasing hemorrhage was bad enough, but the Old 

Testament law declared that someone with the condition 

described here was ceremonially unclean. That meant this 

woman could not be a part of the worshiping community of 

Israel (Lev. 15:25–33). She was as unclean as a leper. No one 

was allowed to touch her or her clothes lest he or she, too, 

become unclean. So this woman was suffering not just 

physical misery, but social and religious misery, because she 

had been banished from the presence of the people of God. 

Just by being in the multitude that was thronging around 

Jesus she was actively disobeying the Old Testament ritual law.

 



Not only was she miserable in these various ways, she was 

destitute. She had suffered many things from many 

physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, 

but rather grew worse (v. 26). She had gone to doctor after 

doctor, spending her last cent, but the doctors only made her 

condition worse. “I doubt that the doctors in the ancient 

world wanted to make her condition worse; they simply did 

not have the medicine, the knowledge, and the tools at their 

disposal to give her relief. According to the medicine of the 

first century, her condition was incurable.

Mark, R.C. Sproul



The Non-Anxious Savior

29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and 

she felt in her body that she was healed of her 

disease. 30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that 

power had gone out from him, immediately turned 

about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my 

garments?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see 

the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who 

touched me?’”



From Shame to Honor

32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 33 

But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, 

came in fear and trembling and fell down before him 

and told him the whole truth. 34 And he said to her, 

“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, 

and be healed of your disease.”



Why does Jesus call attention to what she has done? Has she 

not suffered enough public embarrassment? Could he not let 

her go in peace with a silent wink? The public embarrassment 

caused by singling her out signifies his individual care for her. 

He will not allow her to slip away and remain anonymous. He 

forces the issue so that when she leaves healed, she will leave 

knowing that the one who healed her knows her and cares for 

her. She is a person who is worth taking time with and 

addressing.

David E. Garland, Mark, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1996), 221.





Unique in the healings in Mark, this woman takes the 

initiative to go to Jesus, ignoring the social custom that 

would have prevented her from speaking to a male in 

public and the cultic, blood taboos that would prevent 

physical contact. Jesus responds verbally to her, 

acknowledging her existence. He calls her “daughter,” 

establishing kinship within the family and acknowledges 

that her complete healing is because of her faith. 

The IVP Women’s Bible Commentary, ed. Catherine Clark Kroeger & Mary J. Evans, “Mark,” p. 554-555



The hemorrhaging woman depicts the faith that Jairus 

must have for his daugher’s healing, and Jesus breaks 

every social and religious custom to liberate a bound 

woman by restoring the wholeness of her body and 

consequently her social functioning. In the 

intercalcalation Jesus is depicted as Lord of every 

situation, even apparently hopeless ones.

The IVP Women’s Bible Commentary, ed. Catherine Clark Kroeger & Mary J. Evans, “Mark,” p. 554-555



All is Lost?

35 While he was still speaking, there came from the 

ruler's house some who said, “Your daughter is dead. 

Why trouble the Teacher any further?”



Dovetailing the stories of two such dissimilar individuals reveals 

that being male, being ritually pure, holding a high religious office, 

or being a man of means provide no advantage in approaching 

Jesus. Being female, impure, dishonored, and destitute are no 

barrier to receiving help…Health, wholeness, and salvation are not 

extended to just the lucky few who already have so much of 

everything else. But neither does Jesus set the lowly over against 

the lofty. Faith enables all, honored and dishonored, clean and 

unclean, to tap into the merciful power of Jesus that brings both 

healing and salvation. All are equals before Jesus.

David E. Garland, Mark, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1996), 225.





Fear or Faith?

36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the 

ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.”



We must not miss what is happening here. Jairus came to 

Jesus with an uninformed, wishful “belief” that Jesus could 

heal his daughter. That belief elevated through Jesus’ 

exchange with the woman. But now Christ challenged Jairus 

not to believe him for a healing, but for a resurrection! This is 

a radical call and a radical development of Jairus’ faith. It is 

one thing to pray for your child’s healing from a life-

threatening disease. It is quite another to stand over her cold 

body and pray for immediate resurrection. “Do not fear, only 

believe,” said Jesus.”

Mark: Jesus, Servant and Savior (ESV Edition) R. Kent Hughes



They Laughed

37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter 

and James and John the brother of James. 38 They 

came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and 

Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing 

loudly. 39 And when he had entered, he said to them, 

“Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The 

child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed 

at him. 





Resurrection Power

But he put them all outside and took the child's father 

and mother and those who were with him and went in 

where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said 

to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to 

you, arise.” 42 And immediately the girl got up and 

began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and 

they were immediately overcome with amazement. 43 

And he strictly charged them that no one should know 

this, and told them to give her something to eat.







John 10:27-28

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 

they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they 

will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of 

my hand.





Gospel Response

Start:  

Jesus is inviting you into everything you really want. Will 

you have fear or faith? 

Strengthen: 

Hear the voice of Jesus and follow him with faith, not fear.
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