

Before you begin, read Mark 4:26-35, and pray for unity and clarity during this discussion.

1. In the parable, the farmer scatters seed and then sleeps while the seed grows on its own. What does this teach us about our role versus God’s role in spiritual growth, in ourselves, in others, or in the church?


2. Jesus highlights that the farmer “sleeps and rises” in confidence while the seed grows. Where do you find it hardest to “sleep”, or to trust God’s hidden work, rather than anxiously trying to control outcomes?


3. The mustard seed is the smallest of all seeds yet grows into a large plant offering shade to many. How does this challenge your assumptions about what feels “small,” “insignificant,” or “slow” in the Christian life or ministry?


4. Jesus’ imagery of birds nesting in the mustard tree’s branches echoes Old Testament visions of God welcoming all nations (Ps 104; Ezek 17).
How does this widen our understanding of the kingdom’s scope, and how should it shape our engagement with people unlike us?


5. Jesus repeatedly asks whether people are truly listening. What is one area of your life where you sense Christ calling you to listen more deeply and respond in faith?
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