

Before you begin, read Mark 4:21-25, and pray for unity and clarity during this discussion.

1. Jesus says nothing is hidden except to be made manifest. In what ways has Jesus sometimes felt “hidden” to you, and how has He eventually brought light into those places? How does the “hide-and-seek” insight help you interpret seasons when God seems quiet or unseen?

2. What does it practically look like to “pay attention to what you hear” from Jesus? How do distractions, cynicism, or familiarity keep us from hearing with the measure that Jesus calls for?

3. On Sunday we saw three ways we treat Jesus as an outsider—judging Him by circumstances, using Him like a flashlight, or settling for a dim light. Which of these resonates with you most, and why? What might it look like to let Jesus shine as the full Light in that area?

4. Jesus says the measure we use in hearing Him determines the measure we receive. How have you seen spiritual hunger, humility, or obedience lead to “more being added” in your walk with Christ? And conversely, where have you experienced spiritual dullness because of a lack of attention or desire?

5. The lamp isn’t meant to be hidden under a bowl or bed. In what ways do Christians today hide Jesus—socially, emotionally, or morally? What helps you live with the light “on the stand” for others to see?
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