

Before you begin, read Mark 213-22, and pray for unity and clarity during this discussion.

1. Jesus calls a tax collector, a social and spiritual outsider to follow Him. What does Levi’s response teach us about how Jesus relates to “sinners”? How does this challenge our assumptions about who belongs in God’s kingdom?


2. Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners, shocking the Pharisees. Why do you think Jesus chose to share meals with the morally messy rather than the religious elite? What might that look like in our own homes and church life?


3. Jesus compares Himself to a bridegroom turning fasting into feasting. How does this image reframe our understanding of spiritual disciplines? When do they become joyful expressions of relationship rather than rigid rituals?


4. Jesus’ parables show that the new can’t fit inside the old. What are some “old wineskins” in our personal faith or church culture, habits, attitudes, or systems, that can’t contain the new life Jesus bring? 


5. The Gospel Application this week was, “The holiness of Jesus is transferable to all—will you receive His cleansing/healing?” What keeps people from receiving that cleansing? How can we help one another live as “new wineskins” transformed and flexible for the gospel’s work?
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