

Before you begin, read Mark 1:1-8, and pray for unity and clarity during this discussion.

1. Early church tradition connects Mark’s Gospel to Peter’s preaching. How does knowing Mark may be recording Peter’s eyewitness memories shape the way we read this Gospel?


2. John the Baptist preached “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4). What does this tell us about the proper preparation for encountering Jesus?


3. John the Baptist insisted he was unworthy even to untie Jesus’ sandals. What does John’s humility teach us about our role as witnesses to Christ?


4. John baptized with water, but Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:8). What difference does that make in the life of a believer today?


5. George Athas stated that the Baptizer movement “is symbolizing a completion of repentance.” How does knowing that what baptism meant thousands of years ago and still what it represents today mean to you?
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