

Before you begin, re-read the passage (Acts 11:1-30) out loud and pray for unity and clarity during this discussion.

1. Share with the group what nicknames you had growing up. How did those names help describe your personality, and how did they completely miss the mark of who you are?

2. In Acts 9:26-27 we see Barnabas welcome Saul into the community of believers. Has there ever been a time where you felt like you didn’t belong, and someone came around you and helped you feel comfortable? Have you been able to do that for someone else?

3. In Acts 11:23 we see that the first think Barnabas notices about this gentile church is “the grace of God.” What are the first things that we tend to notice when we go to church, or go to someone’s home for the first time? How can we see the grace of God more often.

4. How have you personally experienced the bystander effect in your life at church? Do we think others will step up and we don’t feel the need? Do we tend to point out all the problems rather than try to help solve the problems? How can the Holy Spirit help you identify areas where you could help others see the grace of God?

5. What are some nicknames/labels that we tend to identify as. Are you truly that label? What if that label was taken away? How can our identity in Christ give us joy even during suffering. How can we see Jesus, who looked at the joy set before him and endured the cross? 
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