








Paul’s Plan to Visit Rome
23 But now that there is no more place for me to 
work in these regions, and since I have been 
longing for many years to visit you, 24 I plan to do 
so when I go to Spain. I hope to see you while 
passing through and to have you assist me on my 
journey there, after I have enjoyed your company 
for a while. 25 Now, however, I am on my way to 
Jerusalem in the service of the Lord’s people there. 

Romans 15:23-28



26 For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make 
a contribution for the poor among the Lord’s people 
in Jerusalem. 27 They were pleased to do it, and 
indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have 
shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe it to 
the Jews to share with them their material blessings. 
28 So after I have completed this task and have made 
sure that they have received this contribution, I will 
go to Spain and visit you on the way. 

Romans 15:23-28



1. What Plans Reveal

2. Why Plans Fall Apart

3. How to Plan on Purpose



9 In their hearts humans plan their course, 
but the LORD establishes their steps.

Proverbs 16:9





I have a binder for 
every possible 
disaster scenario, 
including the 
world ending.”





The Lord reigns; He is robed in majesty…
indeed, the world is established, firm and secure. 
Your throne was established long ago; 
You are from all eternity.

Psalm 93:1-2



How does God rule in his kingdom? In Eden he ruled by 
speaking to Adam and Eve and by giving them rule over the 
rest of creation. God was ruling when he called Abraham. He 
was ruling when he spoke to Moses out of the burning bush 
and when he gave him the law on Mount Sinai. Already we 
see that God's choice is to rule his kingdom, even before the 
fall, through human beings. Moses, the prophet and priest, 
also mediated God's kingship through the law and 
in his personal leadership. Joshua's leadership 
upheld the law of Moses and asserted itself against
the nations which opposed the coming of 
God's kingdom.”

Graeme Goldsworthy, According to Plan







WHY



11 Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to 
the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to 
the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to 
those with knowledge, but time and chance happen 
to them all.

Ecclesiastes 9:11
Reason #1: Chaos Reigns
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21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as 
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became 
futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although 
they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged 
the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like 
a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

Romans 1:21-25
Reason #2: Our Plans Are Evil



24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their 
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies 
with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for 
a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than 
the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

Romans 1:21-25
Reason #2: Our Plans Are Evil 
(…BUT God Interrupts Evil!)



The one principle 
of hell is: 

“I am my own”’
- George Macdonald





24 No one can serve two masters. Either you will 
hate the one and love the other, or you will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and money.

Matthew 6:24



24 No man can serve two masters: for either he 
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon.

Matthew 6:24 (KJV)



In using the name Mammon, Jesus had in 
mind not just a concept but a power… 
Mammon wants to put all persons into the 
service of things and ultimately to bring about 
the exploitation of all creation... [Its offer is] 
'abundance without dependence’ 
and the more we engage with it, the 
more we become conformed 
to its image.”

Andy Crouch,The Life We’re Looking For: 
Reclaiming Relationship in a Technological World. New York: Convergent Books, 2022.







I have only started to realize that, when Loom 
was in its early innings, I felt very secure with 
my position in life, and lots of this stemmed 
from an extreme gratitude for the journey I was 
on. I was happy with everything as it was. The 
growth trajectory of the company was more than 
I could ever dream for. I was happy. I felt secure. 
It could all turn to [stuff] the next day, and that 
would be ok…



Then, as the company continued to skyrocket to 
new heights, I started to have growing 
expectations for myself, and others started to 
have growing expectations of me. When we 
went through our first round of layoffs, this 
company my ego was hitched to had suffered a 
massive blow, so I lost myself. This whole 
chapter of Loom has created a complex web of 
internalized insecurities I must now work hard 
to disentangle and free myself from…



The point of this post isn’t to brag or gain 
sympathy. To be honest, I don’t exactly know 
what the point of this post is. I tried to 
manufacture one, but I just felt like a phony. 
Then I recognized the irony of creating purpose 
out of a blog post when I don’t currently 
have much conviction or 
purpose in life.”

Vinay Hiremath, I am rich and have no idea what to do with my life
https://vinay.sh/i-am-rich-and-have-no-idea-what-to-do-with-my-life/



I wonder what sort of a tale we've fallen into?





Without some understanding of the overall plan
or structure of the Bible it is difficult to correctly 
relate the various parts of the Bible to ourselves… 
Since Christ is the truth, God’s final and fullest 
word to mankind, all other words in the Bible are 
given their final meaning by him. The same 
Christ gives us our meaning and defines 
the significance of our existence in terms 
of our relationship to him.”

Graeme Goldsworthy, According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation of 
God in the Bible (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002), 72



12 What has happened to me has actually 
served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it 
has become clear throughout the whole palace 
guard and to everyone else that I am in chains 
for Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most 
of the brothers and sisters have become 
confident in the Lord and dare all the more to 
proclaim the gospel without fear.

Philippians 1:12-14



17 Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to 
God…

Paul’s Plan to Visit Rome
23 But now that there is no more place for me to 
work in these regions, and since I have been 
longing for many years to visit you, 24 I plan to do 
so when I go to Spain. I hope to see you while 
passing through and to have you assist me on my 
journey there, after I have enjoyed your company 

Romans 15:17-28









What story am I living in?

Where are my plans not open 
to God’s interruptions?

Gospel Application


