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Revealing the Rescuer
Seeing Jesus in Isaiah




Revelation 21:1-4

1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was
no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
beautifully dressed for her husband. > And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and
be their God. * “He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death” or mourning or crying or pain,
for the old order of things has passed away.”



Die Pest in Winterthur im Marz 1328.




Isaiah 65:17-25

17%See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The
former things will not be remembered, nor will they
come to mind. ¥ But be glad and rejoice forever in what
[ will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight
and its people a joy. I I will rejoice over Jerusalem and
take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of
crying will be heard in it no more. 2 “Never again will
there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an
old man who does not live out his years;



Isaiah 65:17-25

the one who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere
child; the one who fails to reach a hundred will be
considered accursed. ?! They will build houses and
dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their
fruit. 22 No longer will they build houses and others live
in them, or plant and others eat. For as the days of a
tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones
will long enjoy the work of their hands.



Isaiah 65:17-25

23 They will not labor in vain, nor will they bear
children doomed to misfortune; for they will be a
people blessed by the Lord, they and their descendants

with them. ?* Before they call I will answer; w!

are still speaking I will hear. 2 The wolf and t
will feed together, and the lion will eat straw

hile they
he lamb

like the

ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will
neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,”

says the Lord.



1. The Essence of Heaven

2. The Reason for Heaven

3. The Power of Heaven






Theé mosttrequent association with heaven is that it is the
place where God dwells...In Isaiah’s vision of heaven the
train of God fills the space (Is 6:1). In the parallel passage in
Ezekiel the vision of what the prophet sees “above the
firmament” is likewise dominated by the figure of God (Ezek
1:26-28). Throughout the heavenly visions of Revelation the
presence of God and Christ is a constant reference point for
what happens in heaven. Heaven is nothing less than the

“holy and glorious habitation” of God (Is 63:15; ACAL |
ct. Deut 26:15). At the top of the ladder joining IMAGERY
heaven and earth in Jacob’s vision stands God % P
(Gen 2813) . Leland Ryken et al., Dictionary of Biblical Imagery (Downers ﬂ\‘\ ',ﬁm
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 370.




“ . Jacob’s Ladder,
: 18th century
Oil on canvas
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Isaiah 65:17-25

23 They will not labor in vain, nor will they bear
children doomed to misfortune; for they will be a
people blessed by the Lord, they and their descendants
with them. % Before they call I will answer; while they
are still speaking I will hear. 2> The wolf and the lamb
will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the
ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will
neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,”
says the Lord.



Philippians 3:20-21

20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, ! who, by the power that enables him to
bring everything under his control, will
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be
like his glorious body.



the dullest most uninteresting person you can
talk to may one day be a creature which, if you
saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to
worship, or else a horror and a corruption such
as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare.
All day long we are, in some degree helping
each other to one or the other of these
destinations. It is in the light of these
overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe
and the circumspection proper to them ...



..«that we should conduct all of our dealings
with one another, all friendships, all loves, all
play, all politics. There are no ordinary people.
You have never talked to a mere mortal.
Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations - these are
mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a
gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke C-S
with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit ,_LerS
- immortal horrors or everlasting -

splendors.”
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1 Corinthians 2:9-10

“What no eye has seen,
what no ear has heard,
and what no human mind has conceived” —
the things God has prepared for those who love him —

Wthese are the things God has revealed to us by his
Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep
things of God.



Oak Tree




Revelation 21:1-4

1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was
no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
beautifully dressed for her husband. > And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and
be their God. * ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death” or mourning or crying or pain,
for the old order of things has passed away.”
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My question —that which at the age of fifty
broughtme to the verge of suicide —was the
simplest of questions, lying in the soul of every
man from the foolish child to the wisest elder: it
was a question without an answer to which one
cannot live, as I had found by experience. It
was: 'What will come of what I am doing today
or shall do tomorrow? What will come of my
whole life?...



Ditferently expressed, the question is:
"Why should I live, why wish for
anything, or do anything?" It can also be
expressed thus: "Is there any
meaning in my life that the
inevitable death awaiting me
does not destroy?”’
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John 11:32-37

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and
saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.”

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had
come along with her also weeping, he was deeply
moved in spirit and troubled. 3* “Where have you laid
him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

3 Jesus wept.






Griéf, I've learned, is really just
love... All that unspent love gathers
up in the corners of your eyes, the
lump in your throat, and in that
hollow part of your chest.

Grief is just love with no

place to go."

Jamie Anderson, blogger
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John 11:38-44

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It
was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance.
9 “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man,
“by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there
four days.”

4 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you
believe, you will see the glory of God?”



John 11:38-44

' So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up
and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me.
[ knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the
benefit of the people standing here, that they may
believe that you sent me.”*> When he had said this, Jesus
called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 4 The dead
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of
linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them,
“Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”




John 1:51

°1 “Very truly I tell you, you will see “heaven
open, and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man.”
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Growing My Faith in the Face of
Death

[ spent a lifetime counseling others before my diagnosis. Will I be able

to take my own advice?

By Timothy Keller




To our/surprise and encouragement, Kathy and I
have discovered that the less we attempt to make this
world into a heaven, the more we are able to enjoy
it... This change was not an overnight revolution. As
God’s reality dawns more on my heart, slowly and
painfully and through many tears, the simplest
pleasures of this world have become sources of daily
happiness. It is only as [ have become, for lack of a
better term, more heavenly minded that I can see the
material world for the astonishingly good divine gift
that it is.”



Gospel Application

1. Where is your need for a God who not only
comforts but undoes death itself?

2. Where are you missing out on a deeper life
by trying to build heaven here?



