










Today’s Sermon: “A Bruised Reed”
Passage: Isaiah 42:1-4, Matthew 12:15-21



What does Messiah mean?
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The anointed one, the chosen one, the 
promised one, who will liberate a people 

group. 
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Messiah = Hebrew
Christos/Christ = Greek 



1. Who is the chosen one?



Isaiah 42:1-4

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen one in whom I delight; 

I will put my Spirit on him, 
and he will bring justice to the nations. 

 



Cyrus the Great
600 – 530 B.C. 



Following the Persian conquest of 
Babylon, Cyrus issued the Edict of 
Restoration, in which he 
authorized and encouraged the 
return of the Jewish people to 
what had been the Kingdom of 
Judah, officially ending 
the Babylonian captivity. He is 
mentioned in the Hebrew 
Bible and left a lasting legacy 
on Judaism due to his role in 
facilitating the return to Zion, 
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a migratory event in which the 
Jews returned to the Land of 
Israel following Cyrus' 
establishment of Yehud 
Medinata and subsequently rebuilt 
the Temple in Jerusalem, which 
had been destroyed by 
the Babylonian siege of Jerusalem. 
According to Isaiah 45:1,[13] Cyrus 
was anointed by Yahweh for this 
task as a biblical messiah; he is the 
only non-Jewish figure to be 
revered in this capacity.
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Isaiah 45:1

“This is what the Lord says to his anointed, 
to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of 

to subdue nations before him 
and to strip kings of their armor, 

to open doors before him 
so that gates will not be shut: 

 







Isaiah 42:1-4

2 He will not shout or cry out, 
or raise his voice in the streets. 

3 A bruised reed he will not break, 
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
4 he will not falter or be discouraged 

till he establishes justice on earth. 
In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”

 



“The original point of the quotation was this. Cyrus was 
sweeping onwards in his conquests; and the prophet 
saw those conquests as being within the deliberate and 
definite plan of God. Although he did not know it, 
Cyrus, the Persian, was the instrument of God. Further, 
the prophet saw Cyrus as the Gentile conqueror, as 
indeed he was.”

 Barclay, W. (2001). The Gospel of Matthew (Third Ed., p. 38). Edinburgh: Saint 
Andrew Press.
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1. Who is the chosen one?
2. Lord of the Sabbath



Matthew 12:15-21

15 Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. A large 
crowd followed him, and he healed all who were ill. 

16 He warned them not to tell others about him. 17 This 
was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet 

Isaiah: 



Matthew 12:9-14

9 Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 
10 and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Looking 
for a reason to bring charges against Jesus, they asked 

him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” 



Matthew 12:9-14

11 He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls 
into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and 
lift it out? 12 How much more valuable is a person than a 
sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 

13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So 
he stretched it out and it was completely restored, just as 

sound as the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and 
plotted how they might kill Jesus.



1. Who is the chosen one?
2. Lord of the Sabbath

3. The Chosen One



But although the original words referred to Cyrus, the 
complete fulfilment of the prophecy undoubtedly 
culminated in Jesus Christ. In his day, the Persian king 
mastered the eastern world; but the true Master of all the 
world is Jesus Christ. Let us then see how wonderfully 
Jesus satisfied this forecast of Isaiah.

 Barclay, W. (2001). The Gospel of Matthew (Third Ed., p. 38). Edinburgh: Saint 
Andrew Press.
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Matthew 12:15-21

15 Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. A large 
crowd followed him, and he healed all who were ill. 

16 He warned them not to tell others about him. 17 This 
was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet 

Isaiah: 



Matthew 12:15-21

18 “Here is my servant whom I have chosen, 
the one I love, in whom I delight; 

I will put my Spirit on him, 
and he will proclaim justice to the nations. 

19 He will not quarrel or cry out; 
no one will hear his voice in the streets. 

20 A bruised reed he will not break, 
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, 
till he has brought justice through to victory. 

21 In his name the nations will put their hope.” 







You won’t be cast aside!!
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The probability of Jesus fulfilling all Old Testament 
prophecies is considered mathematically 

impossible. The odds of any person fulfilling just 
eight of the Old Testament's major prophecies are 1 in 

100,000,000,000,000,000.





Gospel Application

Repent and Believe that Jesus is the Hope of the 
World
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You are loved!


