
1. What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “prepare the way” in a non-biblical setting?


2. Read Isaiah 40:13-31 together. What stands out? Does it remind of any other passages in the Bible? Do you find anything encouraging from this text?



3. Was your understanding that the one preparing the way was the Messiah or Jesus? 



4. Do you tend to think of Jesus as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, or the Lamb who was slain more frequently? A one-sided view of Jesus can lead to fear-based obedience or a relationship that is only about grace and mercy. How can we balance the two views of Jesus we see in all of Scripture?


5. J. Julous Scott defines Jewish baptism as ““We are content to observe that all Jewish washing ceremonies had the same purpose. These rites marked the point at which one who was considered defiled and unacceptable by his coreligionists became acceptable. The act of washing involved recognizing one’s unclean status and then utilizing the divinely prescribed procedure for removing ceremonial pollution.” Why is it significant that Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit and not just water?


6. How does it help to think about being part of the story that is preparing the way for people to meet Jesus?
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