












“Cheap grace means grace sold on the market like cheapjacks' 
wares. The sacraments, the forgiveness of sin, and the 
consolations of religion are thrown away at cut prices. Grace 
is represented as the Church’s inexhaustible treasury, from 
which she showers blessings with generous hands, without 

asking questions or fixing limits. Grace without 
price; grace without cost! The essence of grace, 
we suppose, is that the account has been paid in 
advance; and, because it has been paid, 
everything can be had for nothing. Since the 
cost was infinite, the possibilities of using and 
spending it are infinite…



“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without 
requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline,

Communion without confession, absolution 
without personal confession. Cheap grace is 
grace without discipleship, grace without 
the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living 
and incarnate.

~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship
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1. Jesus died as a sin bearer on our behalf
2. Anyone who trusts Jesus has all their sins forgiven 

– past, present and future
3. Therefore, I don’t add anything to my salvation
4. Therefore, I have no concerns about how I live
5. Therefore, I never correct anyone on how they live



1. What part of this is true?

2. What’s not true here?

3. Great… How do I live, then?





What part of this is true?

If Grace isn’t Free, it isn’t Grace
Romans 5:1-2, 6-11, 20-21

1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2through whom we have gained access by faith into this 

grace in which we now stand…



What part of this is true?

If Grace isn’t Free, it isn’t Grace
Romans 5:1-2, 6-11, 20-21

6You see, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will 

anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 
person someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God 

demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.



What part of this is true?

If Grace isn’t Free, it isn’t Grace
Romans 5:1-2, 6-10, 20-21

9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how 
much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through 

him! 10For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were 
reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how 

much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved 
through his life!



What part of this is true?

If Grace isn’t Free, it isn’t Grace
Romans 5:1-2, 6-10, 20-21

20The law was brought in so that the trespass might 
increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the 
more, 21so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace 
might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.



“It seems a small matter to mingle the Law and Gospel, 
faith and works, but it creates more mischief than man’s 
brain can conceive. To mix Law and Gospel not only 
clouds the knowledge of grace, but it
also cuts out Christ altogether.

~ Martin Luther, Commentary on the Epistle to the 
    Galatians (Kindle Locations 332-334).
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What part of this is true?

Galatians 2:21
I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness 

could be gained through the law,
Christ died for nothing!

Salvation Math:
0% us

100% Christ
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What part of this is true?

If Grace isn’t Free, it isn’t Grace
Romans 5:1-2, 6-10, 20-21

20The law was brought in so that the trespass might 
increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the 
more, 21so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace 
might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.



No concerns about how I live?
Romans 6:1-4, 11-14

1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that 
grace may increase? 2By no means! We are those who 
have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or 
don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father,
we too may live a new life.

5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 
we will certainly also be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 6For we know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might 
be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves 



Christianity is not only a Transaction
Christianity is also a Transformation



No concerns about how I live?
Romans 6:1-4, 11-14

11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive 
to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in 
your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do 
not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those 

who have been brought from death to life; and offer 
every part of yourself to him as an instrument of 

righteousness. 14For sin shall no longer be your master, 
because you are not under the law, but under grace.





“What’s the 
bare minimum 
I need to do in 

order to stay 
married to 

you?”





“How little do I 
need to 

accomplish 
and still 

remain on the 
payroll?”
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Just mind my own business?

Matthew 18:15-17
15If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their 

fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, 
you have won them over. 16But if they will not listen, 

take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may 
be established by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses.’ 17If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the 
church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, 

treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
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Big Take-Aways

1. Jesus Christ is an AWESOME Savior
2. We bring NOTHING regarding our salvation

3. Not just a TRANSACTION, but a 
TRANSFORMATION has taken place

4. So, my life in Jesus goes from SHOULD to GET TO
5. And, my INVOLVEMENT with others is filled with 

grace and courage to help them 


