




Today’s Sermon: “What is a half truth?”
Passage: Genesis 3 & Matthew 4



1. How is this harmful/unhelpful
2. What is the kernel of truth?

3. How does the gospel tell a better story?



Love = Agreement – 9/15
Control is the Goal – 9/22

Suffering is Meaningless – 9/29
Cheap Grace – 10/6
Be Perfect – 10/13

Identity is a Secret Puzzle – 10/20
Money Will Fix This – 10/27



1. How is a half truth harmful/unhelpful



Believing Half Truths is Universal



It’s Everywhere!!!





“Research suggests that detecting false information is 
difficult. When we encounter new information, we tend 
to focus on understanding it and deciding what to do 
next, rather than evaluating it for accuracy. It takes effort 
to compare new information with what we already 
know; when new information is false but plausible, we 
can learn it as fact. Several factors may increase 
our susceptibility to misinformation.”

https://www.apa.org/topics/journalism-facts/misinformation-belief-action
Accessed 9/5/2024

https://www.apa.org/pubs/reports/health-misinformation
https://www.apa.org/topics/journalism-facts/misinformation-belief-action


“People are more likely to believe misinformation if it 
comes from in-group sources rather than out-group 
ones, or if they judge the source as credible. The 
emotional content of misinformation plays a role as well: 
People are more likely to believe false statements that 
appeal to emotions such as fear and outrage. They are 
also more likely to believe misinformation that paints 
opponents in a negative light than they are to believe 
misinformation that is negative about their own in-
group. Finally, people are more likely to believe 
repeated information, even when it contradicts their 
prior knowledge.” https://www.apa.org/topics/journalism-facts/

https://www.apa.org/topics/journalism-facts/how-why-misinformation-spreads
https://www.apa.org/topics/journalism-facts/misinformation-belief-action


It’s Everywhere!!!
And it’s been here from the beginning!



Genesis 2:15-17

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the 

Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat 
from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you 

eat from it you will certainly die.”
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Genesis 3:1-6

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild 
animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in 

the garden’?”
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from 
the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not 
eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 

and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ”



Genesis 3:1-6

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.”
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was 

good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable 
for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also 

gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate 
it.



“Satan was not wholly incorrect when he told Eve 
partaking of the banned tree would make her “like God” 
(3:5), as to be more aware of the horror of sin is to come 
closer to God’s knowledge of all things (v. 22a). 
However, as he is wont to do, the serpent never gave 
Eve the whole truth. He did not tell her man would 
develop a love for perversion by such knowledge of evil. 
Moreover, he lied outright in asserting that death would 
not follow her transgression (v. 4).”



“To tell half-truths and outright lies is in our enemy’s 
very nature (John 8:44). He enjoys calling God’s 
truthfulness and goodness into question with subtlety, 
as he did with Eve by over-emphasizing what the Lord 
forbade instead of what He permitted (Gen. 3:1b). His 
tactics have not changed, so let us beware lest he deceive 
us as well.”

https://www.esv.org/verses/John%208%3A44/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Gen.%203%3A1b/


1. How is a half truth harmful/unhelpful
2. What is the kernel of truth?



1. How is a half truth harmful/unhelpful
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Matthew 4:1-4,7,10
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty 

nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, 
“If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 

bread.”
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread 

alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’”

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’”

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”



1. When we are weak and vulnerable
2. Flesh
3. Eyes

4. Pride of Life



John 18:33-40

33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned 
Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others 

talk to you about me?”
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and 

chief priests handed you over to me. What is it you have 
done?”



John 18:33-38

36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it 
were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by 

the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from 
another place.”

37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the 

reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to 
the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. 



Gospel Application

What are some of the loudest noises in your heart?


