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Romans





1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform 
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.

Romans 12:1-2
1. God’s mercy transforms





1. Love looks like…hate(?!)

2. Love looks like action

3. Love looks like a person

Romans 12:9-21
What does love look like?



9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to 
what is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly 
affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do 
not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the 
saints and seek to show hospitality.

Romans 12:9-21



14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no 
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

Romans 12:9-21



19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to 
the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, 
I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your 
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap 
burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good.
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18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, 
who suppress the truth by their wickedness…

22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became 
fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images made to look like a mortal human being 
and birds and animals and reptiles.

Romans 1:18-23



9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and 
a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction.10 For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, 
eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs.

1 Timothy 6:10



1. Love looks like…hate(?!)

2. Love looks like action

Romans 12:9-21
What does love look like?





1. Reject evil; cling to goodness.
2. Devote yourself to people.
3. Serve God with zeal and vitality.
4. Maintain joy, patience, and faithfulness.
5. Grow in generosity and hospitality.
6. Empathize deeply with others. Weep & rejoice.
7. Pursue harmony and humility.
8. Avoid retaliation and seek peace.
9. Go all in on kindness, even to enemies.
10. Overcome evil with good.
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CNN will not be showing up at a church that is 
simply trusting God to do extraordinary things 
through his ordinary means of grace delivered 
by ordinary servants. But God will. Week after 
week. These means of grace and the ordinary 
fellowship of the saints that nurtures and 
guides us throughout our life may seem 
frail, but they are jars that carry a rich 
treasure: Christ with all of his saving 
benefits.”
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Now, some people think the Bible is a 
book of rules, telling you what you 
should and shouldn’t do…But the Bible 
isn’t mainly about you and 
what you should be doing. 
It’s about God and what he 
has done.” 

Sally Lloyd Jones, The Jesus Storybook Bible



32   Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you.

Ephesians 4:32



JUST AS, 
IN CHRIST, 
GOD…
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“…look at Jesus. He was perfect, right? And yet he goes 
around crying all the time. He is always weeping, a man 
of sorrows. Do you know why? Because he is perfect. 
Because when you are not all absorbed in yourself, you 
can feel the sadness of the world. And therefore, what you 
actually have is that the joy of the Lord happens inside the 
sorrow. It doesn’t come after the sorrow. It doesn’t come 
after the uncontrollable weeping. The weeping 
drives you into the joy, it enhances the joy, and 
then the joy enables you to actually feel your 
grief without its sinking you. In other words, 
you are finally emotionally healthy.”





16  This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And 
we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters.

1 John 3:16



1. Reject evil; cling to goodness.
2. Devote yourself to people.
3. Serve God with zeal and vitality.
4. Maintain joy, patience, and faithfulness.
5. Grow in generosity and hospitality.
6. Empathize deeply with others. Weep & rejoice.
7. Pursue harmony and humility.
8. Avoid retaliation and seek peace.
9. Go all in on kindness, even to enemies.
10. Overcome evil with good.

Romans 12:9-21





If you read history you will find 
that the Christians who did 
most for the present world were 
just those who thought most of 
the next… It is since Christians 
have largely ceased to think of 
the other world that they have 
become so ineffective in this. 
Aim at Heaven and you will get 
earth ‘thrown in’: aim at earth 
and you will get neither”
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Gospel Application

What do you hate? 

Where is God inviting you to let the cross
both shape & motivate your love? 


