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How is this passage Good News for us?

How does our response clarify
the Gospel message?
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Wherever Christ is active within
you to serve your neighbor, your
family, your fellow citizens, your
customers, your friends, or
complete strangers — there is your
altar, the concrete place where the
Spirit is at work within you to
bear his fruits, to sustain creation,
and to fill you as you empty
yourself into others.

Chad Bird, Upside-Down Spirituality: The 9 Essential Failures of a Faithful Life




Romans 12:3
> For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think,
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned.



Romans 12:4-5
* For as in one body we have many members, and the
members do not all have the same function, ° so we, though
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one
of another.



Romans 12:6-8
¢ Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,
let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if
service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; ®
the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the
one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.



How is this passage Good News for us?

How does our response clarify (or confuse)
the Gospel message?



How is this Good News for us?

God is greater!
Romans 12:3
3> For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think,
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned.



, TN ~ Aslan: Welcome, Prince. Do you
= & ' - feel yourself sufficient to take up
the Kingship of Narnia?

Caspian: [ - I don’t think I do, Sir. I
am only a kid.

Aslan: Good. If you had felt
. yourself sufficient, it would have
‘. %f been proof that you were not.

~ C. S. Lewis, Prince Caspian: The Return to Narnia
(New York: HarperCollins, 1994).
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John 3:30
He must become greater; I must become less.



Aslan; Welcome, child.
Lucy: Aslan, you're bigger.

Aslan: That is because you are
older, little one.

Lucy: Not because you are
(actually bigger)?

Aslan: I am not. But every year you
grow, you will find me bigger.

~ C. S. Lewis, Prince Caspian: The Return to Narnia
(New York: HarperCollins, 1994), page 141.



How is this Good News for us?

You are not alone!
Romans 12:4-5
* For as in one body we have many members, and the
members do not all have the same function, °> so we, though
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one
of another.
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How is this Good News for us?

Grace upon Grace is given to the Church!
Romans 12:6-8
® Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,
let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if
service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; ®
the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the
one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.



“Spiritual gifts are varied lesser
expressions of God’s greater grace
to all Christians for the common

00d of the church.”

Chris Wachter, Lead Pastor at Hiawatha Church
What are Spiritual Gifts and What Role Do They Play
in Church Life? Preached on 9/8/15



1 Corinthians 12:7

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good.



SHAPE Class

6 weeks long

There are a wide variety of backgrounds &
experiences that people come from when they enter
into SHAPE class, yet discipleship is a lifelong process

of learning and discovery regardless of someone’s
past. We hope that SHAPE helps each person better .
understand themselves so that they can find pie it

productive and satisfying places to serve within the
body of Christ. CLASS



SHAPE Class

Spiritual Gifts
Heart
Abilities
Personality
Experiences
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. Lay down your load (lay down your load)
We are only down the road (we are only down the road)
We have no gifts, but we are many
And we'll do anything for you



How is this passage Good News for us?

How does our response clarify
the Gospel message?



How does our response clarify
the Gospel message?

Do you need to become greater?



How does our response clarify
the Gospel message?

Do you need to become greater?

Will you choose to go it alone?



How does our response clarify
the Gospel message?

Do you need to become greater?
Will you choose to go it alone?

Are spiritual gifts namely what you can give?
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