






Romans 10:1-4
1 Brothers and sisters, my heart's desire and prayer to 
God for them is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear 
them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not 
according to knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the 
righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their 
own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4For 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes.
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John 5:39

39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that 
you may have life.
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Proverbs 14:12

There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end
it leads to death.



Biblically speaking, righteousness is about being 
in right standing with God – vs. self-righteousness, 
recognized as giving final authority for one’s 
decisions not to God but to one’s self. So self-
righteousness becomes, paradoxically, a kind of 
self-trusting sacrilege: The person isn’t serving 
God’s will but profaning God by serving, or 
taking final direction from, 
themselves.”

Leon F Seltzer PhD, Righteous vs. Self-Righteous
<https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/evolution-the-self/202101/righteous-vs-self-righteous>



Isaiah 44:16-20
16 Half of the wood he burns in the fire; over it he 
prepares his meal, he roasts his meat and eats his fill.
He also warms himself and says, “Ah! I am warm; I 
see the fire.” 17 From the rest he makes a god, his idol;

he bows down to it and worships.
He prays to it and says, “Save me! You are my god!”
18 They know nothing, they understand nothing;

their eyes are plastered over so they cannot see,
and their minds closed so they cannot understand.
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Watch out! Beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and the leaven of 
Herod.”

– Jesus to the disciples (Mark 8:15)



Luke 18:9-14

9 To some who were 
confident of their 
own righteousness 
and looked down 
on everyone else, 
Jesus told this 
parable
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How to be a Mom in 2023: 
Make sure your children's academic, emotional, psychological, 
mental, spiritual, physical, nutritional, and social needs are met 

while being careful not to overstimulate, understimulate, 
improperly medicate, helicopter, or neglect them in a screen-free, 

processed foods-free, plastic-free, body positive, socially 
conscious, egalitarian but also authoritative, nurturing but 

fostering of independence, gentle but not overly permissive, 
pesticide-free two-story, multilingual home preferably in a cul-de-

sac with a backyard. Also don't forget the coconut oil.

How To Be A Mom In Every Generation Before Now: 
Feed them sometimes.
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Today, there are so many opportunities to get away 
from nasty self-judgment by judging others. To escape 
our own feelings of guilt, we attack others, or we 
douse ourselves with what Freud called “palliative 
measures” just to feel less. Canceling strangers in 
highly performative ways, we show ourselves to be 
not so bad. “When you deploy the super-ego in the 
world, you gain some temporary relief,” Edmundson 
writes. “You judge and you judge, and for a while it 
seems that your sins have been forgiven.”

Michael S. Roth, What would Freud say about our online behavior?
<https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2023/04/27/online-guilt-super-ego-edmundson/>



• Where am I most exhausted? 

• Where does the success of someone else make me 
unexcited? 

• Where am I most aware of the faults of others?

The Pervasiveness of Righteousness 
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Jeremiah 45:5

Do you seek great things for yourself? 
Seek them not
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The heart of human sin is self—the 
quest for self-glory instead of God’s 
glory (Rom. 3:23). In the upside-down 
framework of the gospel, our Lord 
consistently teaches that the way to 
glory is through servanthood (Mark 
10:43). “The last will be first, and the 
first last” (Matt. 20:16).

Graeme Goldsworthy, “Jeremiah,” in Gospel Transformation Bible: 
English Standard Version, ed. Bryan Chapell and Dane Ortlund (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 1023.
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Philippians 2:7-8

He made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!



St Paul brought me back to life. It 
made me see better, it made me 
understand: You’re not that darn 
important. Enjoy this while we got 
a chance. I don’t wanna be a 
superstar anymore, I just 
wanna be.”

Darryl “Straw Man” Strawberry 



Jeremiah 45:5 (DSV)
We’re not that darn important


