














This Week’s Sermon
“God Does The Impossible”

Genesis 18:9-15



Last Week
Born Unto Us: Cain…and Jesus





Today’s Message
1. Tracing out the Narrative
2. Connections in the Story
3. Connections to Our Story



Tracing out the Narrative



Genesis 12:1-3
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and 

your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will 
show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I 

will bless you and make your name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him 

who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families 
of the earth shall be blessed.”



Genesis 11:30
Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.



Genesis 15:3-6
3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no 

offspring, and a member of my household will be my 
heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: 

“This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall 
be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are 

able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted 

it to him as righteousness.





Genesis 18:9-15
9 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he 
said, “She is in the tent.” 10 The Lord said, “I will surely 
return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your 

wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent 
door behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 
advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be 

with Sarah. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I 
am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?”



Genesis 18:9-15
13 The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh 

and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 
14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed 
time I will return to you, about this time next year, and 

Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I 
did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you 

did laugh.”



Genesis 21:1-7
The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he 
had promised. 2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his 

old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called 
the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 
4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, 

as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when 
his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said, “God has made 

laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” 7 And she 
said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 

children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”





Luke 1:26-38
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 

Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 

And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is 
with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 

discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And 

behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 

David, 



33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, 

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this 
is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will 
be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant 

of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her.



Connections in the Story







“Only if your god can outrage and challenge you will 
you know that you worship the real God and not a 
figment of your imagination. . . . If your god never 
disagrees with you, you might just be worshiping an 
idealized version of yourself.”

~Tim Keller



Genesis 22
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son 

Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there 
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 
So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took 

two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood 
for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had 

told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the 
place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with 

the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come 
again to you.” 



Genesis 22
6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac 

his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went 
both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My 

father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire 
and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham 
said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my 

son.” So they went both of them together.

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham 
built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son 
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached 

out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 



Genesis 22
11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not 
lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that 
you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, 

from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham 
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 
his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will 

provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be 
provided.”



Genesis 22
15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from 

heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because 
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I 

will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the 
stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 

offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed 
my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose 

and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.



Hebrews 11:17-19
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 

Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the 
act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, 
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He 

considered that God was able even to raise him from the 
dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive 

him back.





Gethsemane - Matthew 26:36-46
36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called 

Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there 
and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along 

with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he 
said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point 

of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and 
prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from 

me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”



Gethsemane - Matthew 26:36-46
40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. 

“Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked 
Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. 

The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may 

your will be done.”



Gethsemane - Matthew 26:36-46
43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because 
their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once 

more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.

45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you 
still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of 

Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go! 
Here comes my betrayer!”





Matthew 26:39
”39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the 

ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may 
this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you 

will.”



Matthew 19:25-26
25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly 
astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?”

26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible.”



Matthew 26:39
”39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the 

ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may 
this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you 

will.”



Connections to Our Story



“When Jesus Christ was in the garden of Gethsemane 
and the ultimate darkness was coming down on him and 
he knew it was coming, he didn’t abandon you; he died 
for you. If Jesus Christ didn’t abandon you in his 
darkness, the ultimate darkness, why would he abandon 
you now, in yours?”

~Tim Keller



“Wait through the long, black night. Wait through the black 
that gets into your marrow. Wait through the dying, the cries you 
can’t hear, the lurching gasp of the last death heaves. Sit through 
the night and the losses that scrape the sides of the soul, the 
burning tears that run, run through this night even now. Taste 
their saltiness and the darkness that seeps in cold at the corners 
and stains a thousand souls all alone. Wait in the cosmic dark, 
inhale the black of an endless universe, stare into it and feel the 
darkness get darker…No hint of help. No rumor of relief. No sign 
of saving. For us waiting through the night, waiting through the 
dark….



“And then…there it comes to the waiting, to the leaning, to the 
cold–a dawn! Light! Light!

Not mere candles wavering in the face of the black but a 
dawn–...A fire that the people walking in darkness did not set—but that 
they saw. A light that the people in the dark couldn’t ignite, couldn’t 
inflame, and couldn’t fabricate–but could only find. 

Christmas can only be found. 

Christmas cannot be bought. Christmas cannot be created.

Christmas cannot be made by hand, lit up, set out, dreamed up. 
Christmas can only be found….In the mire and in the stench and in the 
unexpected–and only in the dawning of Christ.



“We are saved from our loneliness because God is love and he 
can't stand to leave us by ourselves, to ourselves.

That is the message of Christmas. The message of Christmas is 
not that we can make peace. Or that we can make love, make light, 
make gifts, or make this world save itself.

The message of Christmas is that this world’s a mess and we can 
never save ourselves from ourselves and we need a Messiah.

For unto us a Child is born.”

-Ann Voskamp, The Greatest Gift, p. 136-139



Gospel Response

Has Jesus been “born unto you?”

Receive light and life from Jesus


