




This Week’s Sermon:
Where we have been

Romans 1-3



30,000 ft. recap of Romans so far

Thesis Statement of the Book



Romans 1:16-17

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 

believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the 
gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a 

righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is 
written: “The righteous will live by faith.”



30,000 ft. recap of Romans so far

Big Question: 
How can a just God allow anyone in his 

presence?



30,000 ft. recap of Romans so far

Ch 1. Paul writing to the churches in Rome, 
and all people including gentiles are without 

excuse



Romans 1:18-23

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 

their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can 
be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 

things that have been made. So they are without 
excuse. 



Romans 1:18-23

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him 
as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in 
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 

creeping things.





30,000 ft. recap of Romans so far

Ch 1. Gentiles without excuse

Ch 2. So are the Jews



Romans 2:1-3

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you 
who judges. For in passing judgment on another you 

condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the 
very same things. 2 We know that the judgment of God 
rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you 

suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice 
such things and yet do them yourself—that you will 

escape the judgment of God?



30,000 ft. recap of Romans so far

Ch 1. Gentiles without excuse

Ch 2. So are the Jews

Ch 3. Only by faith in Jesus



Romans 3:21-26

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 
bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 



Romans 3:21-26

25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 
to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his 

righteousness at the present time, so that he might be 
just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.



Romans 3:27-31
27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By 
what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law 
of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart 

from works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews 
only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles 

also, 30 since God is one—who will justify the 
circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through 

faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By 
no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.



Christianity is a faith that transcends all national, 
cultural, and racial distinctions. Neither is it time 
bound to a particular period of history. Rather, Paul 
boldly professes that it is a universal faith. This may 
not strike us today as a particularly profound truth, 
but to the ears of a first-century Jew this would have 
been shocking.
Charles Hodge comments on Paul’s words by saying: 
‘We Gentiles may now look up to heaven, and 
confidently say, “Thou art our Father, though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and though Israel 
acknowledge us not.” ’ ~Sproul, R. C. (p. 80). 



Romans 1-3



Question: One of the main things I have been 
confused about in the series so far is the idea of big 

"L" Law and little "l" law.



7 purposes of the law

1. As a national charter for the people of 
Israel to be set apart (food laws, sabbath 

keeping, how to grow crops, etc.)



Deuteronomy 4:8

8 And what other nation is so great as to have such 
righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am 

setting before you today?



7 purposes of the law

1. As a national charter for the people of 
Israel to be set apart (food laws, sabbath 

keeping, how to grow crops, etc.)

2. As a means to obtain/maintain the 
Abrahamic promise of land, blessings, 

and life.



Deuteronomy 28:1-3

If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow 
all his commands I give you today, the Lord your God 

will set you high above all the nations on earth. 2 All 
these blessings will come on you and accompany you if 

you obey the Lord your God:
3 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the 

country.



7 purposes of the law

3. To clearly define sin



Romans 3:20

20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s 
sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we 

become conscious of our sin.



7 purposes of the law

3. To clearly define sin

4. To show the ways of God



Psalm 19:7-9
7 The law of the Lord is perfect,

refreshing the soul.
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,

making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the Lord are right,

giving joy to the heart.
The commands of the Lord are radiant,

giving light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the Lord is pure,

enduring forever.
The decrees of the Lord are firm,

and all of them are righteous.



7 purposes of the law

3. To clearly define sin

4. To show the ways of God

5. To increase sin



Romans 5:20

20 The law was brought in so that the trespass might 
increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the 

more



7 purposes of the law

6. To point us to Christ in regard to our need 
of salvation



Galatians 3:21-22

21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? 
Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could 
impart life, then righteousness would certainly have 

come by the law. 22 But Scripture has locked up 
everything under the control of sin, so that what was 
promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, 

might be given to those who believe.



7 purposes of the law

6. To point us to Christ in regard to our need 
of salvation

7. To foreshadow Christ with regard to the 
temple sacrifices



Hebrews 10:1-2

The law is only a shadow of the good things that are 
coming—not the realities themselves. For this reason it 

can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year 
after year, make perfect those who draw near to 

worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not have stopped 
being offered? For the worshipers would have been 
cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt 

guilty for their sins.



Question: One of the main things I have been 
confused about in the series so far is the idea of big 

"L" Law and little "l" law.









Toward this end, Paul notes that those who engage 
in the activities he has listed know that what they are 
doing is wrong. They act “knowing the righteous 
decree of God, that those who do such things are 
worthy of death.” “Righteous decree” translates a 
word that Paul uses several other times in Romans, 
the closest parallel being 8:4, where Paul speaks of 
the “righteous decree of the law” that believers fulfill 
by the Spirit. The lack of reference here to “the law” 
is significant: Paul speaks of what all people, whether 
blessed with special revelation or not, can



know of God’s just judgment. “Death” denotes here a 
divinely imposed punishment and reminds us, as 
does the earlier part of this passage, of Gen. 3.

~ Douglas Moo



Gospel Application

We need Jesus – for our inability to obey the 
Law of God and our own laws that we put on 

ourselves


