








This Week’s Sermon:
Watch and Wait
Matthew 25:1-13



Matthew 25:1-13

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten 
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were 

wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take 
any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in 

jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long 
time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 

asleep.



Matthew 25:1-13

6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him!’

7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their 
lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some 

of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
9 “ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both 

us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy 
some for yourselves.’



Matthew 25:1-13

10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the 
bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went 
in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was 

shut.
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, 

‘open the door for us!’
12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’

13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the 
day or the hour.



This Week’s Sermon:
Watch and Wait
Matthew 25:1-13

Preparation for this week’s sermon



“But if there's any one passage that can contend with it for 
being even more frightening, it's the parable of the virgins 
that we have just heard. I remind you before we look at this 
text. That this is the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it 
is given to us through the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit 
as the infallible word of God, nothing less. Let us pray. Oh 
God, if ever we would be moved to clap our hands over our 
ears lest we hear your word, this would be the time. If ever 
there was a moment for us to close our minds to even 
considering the possibility of the truth of your word this 
would be the time. And so I ask that you would please open 
our ears, open our minds and open our hearts to hear your 
words. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen.”  ~ R.C. Sproul



What is the context leading up to this 
parable?



Matthew 24:36-51
36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the 
flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 
39 and they knew nothing about what would happen 
until the flood came and took them all away. That is 

how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two 
men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other 

left. 



Matthew 24:36-51

41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one 
will be taken and the other left.

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on 
what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If 
the owner of the house had known at what time of night 

the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you 

also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at 
an hour when you do not expect him.



Matthew 24:36-51

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the 
master has put in charge of the servants in his household 

to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be 
good for that servant whose master finds him doing so 
when he returns. 47 Truly I tell you, he will put him in 

charge of all his possessions. 48 But suppose that servant 
is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying 
away a long time,’ 49 and he then begins to beat his 

fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 



Matthew 24:36-51

50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he 
does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 

51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with 
the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.





What is a parable?



Matthew 25:1-13

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like…



The context around a Jewish wedding



Matthew 25:1-13

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten 
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were 

wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take 
any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in 

jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long 
time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 

asleep.







The context around a Jewish wedding

1. This parable has nothing to do about 
marriage



The context around a Jewish wedding

1. This parable has nothing to do about 
marriage

2. It is about the watchfulness of the 
followers of Christ for the Groom’s 

wedding feast.



Matthew 25:1-13

13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the 
day or the hour.



Matthew 25:1-13

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten 
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were 

wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take 
any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in 

jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long 
time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 

asleep.



Matthew 25:1-13

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten 
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were 

wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take 
any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in 

jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long 
time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 

asleep.





2 Peter 3:3-4

3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days 
scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil 

desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he 
promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything 

goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”



The Groom Arrives!



Matthew 25:1-13

6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him!’

7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their 
lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some 

of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
9 “ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both 

us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy 
some for yourselves.’







1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, 
with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 

and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are 

left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the 

Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with 
these words.



Be prepared!



Matthew 25:1-13

6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him!’

7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their 
lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some 

of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
9 “ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both 

us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy 
some for yourselves.’



Keep Watch!



Matthew 25:1-13

10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the 
bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went 
in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was 

shut.
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, 

‘open the door for us!’
12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’

13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the 
day or the hour.



Keep Watch!

In their town…



Keep Watch!

In our town…





Marriage Supper of The Lamb



Revelation 19:6-9

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 
multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the 

sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,



Revelation 19:6-9

“Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God
the Almighty reigns.

7 Let us rejoice and exult
and give him the glory,

for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and his Bride has made herself ready;
8 it was granted her to clothe herself
with fine linen, bright and pure”—



Revelation 19:6-9

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those 

who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 
And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”



Gospel Application

Are you prepared to keep watch?


