


Boom, he can hit him. Boom. 
Boom. Boom. We're opening 
up options, see? We've got 
four options off one play, 
guys. You guys got that? 
Anybody have any questions? 
Okay, let's go. 



Boom, he can hit him. Boom. 
Boom. Boom. We're opening 
up options, see? We've got 
four options off one play, 
guys. You guys got that? 
Anybody have any questions? 
Okay, let's go. 

What is he talking about? 

No clue.





Luke 16:1–9 
1 He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who 
had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this 
man was wasting his possessions. 2 And he called him and 
said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the 

account of your management, for you can no longer be 
manager.’ 



Luke 16:1–9 
3 And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since 
my master is taking the management away from me? I am 

not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have 
decided what to do, so that when I am removed from 

management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 



Luke 16:1–9 
5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to 
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A 
hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, 

and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred 

measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and 
write eighty.’ 



Luke 16:1–9 
8 The master commended the dishonest manager for his 

shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 
And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 

unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive 
you into the eternal dwellings. 



Initial Observations



Initial Observations



Matthew 23:1–4 
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The 

scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, 3 so do and 
observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. 

For they preach, but do not practice. 4 They tie up heavy 
burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people’s shoulders, 

but they themselves are not willing to move them with their 
finger.”



Initial Observations

Luke 9:51–53 
51 When the days drew near for him 
to be taken up, he set his face to go 

to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent 
messengers ahead of him, who went 

and entered a village of the 
Samaritans, to make preparations for 

him. 53 But the people did not 
receive him, because his face was set 

toward Jerusalem. 



Luke 16:1–2 
1 He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who 
had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this 
man was wasting his possessions. 2 And he called him and 
said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the 

account of your management, for you can no longer be 
manager.’ 

Introduction to the Story



Luke 16:3–4 
3 And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since 
my master is taking the management away from me? I am 

not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have 
decided what to do, so that when I am removed from 

management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 

The Plot Thickens



Luke 16:5–7 
5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to 
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A 
hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, 

and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred 

measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and 
write eighty.’ 

The Unexpected Solution



Luke 16:5–7 
5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to 
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A 
hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, 

and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred 

measures CORs of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your 
bill, and write eighty.’ 

The Unexpected Solution



The evidence is that a “cor” is a very large measure and 
contained about 6 bushels (or about 54 gallons (205 
liters). 
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contained about 6 bushels (or about 54 gallons (205 
liters). According to Ezekiel 45:14, the cor equaled a 
homer.
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The evidence is that a “cor” is a very large measure and 
contained about 6 bushels (or about 54 gallons (205 
liters). According to Ezekiel 45:14, the cor equaled a 
homer (and the word “homer” apparently referred to a 
donkey's load).
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Luke 16:5–7 
5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to 
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A 
hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, 

and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred 

measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and 
write eighty.’ 

The Unexpected Solution



Luke 16:1–9 
8 The master commended the dishonest manager for his 

shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 
And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 

unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive 
you into the eternal dwellings. 

The EVEN MORE UNEXPECTED Response



The operative devices of (grace are) lastness, lostness, 
littleness, and death…The unique contribution of this 
parable to our understanding of Jesus is its insistence 

that grace cannot come to the world through 
respectability. Respectability regards only life, success, 

winning; it will have no truck with the grace that works 
by death and losing—which is the only kind of grace 

there is.

Robert Farrar Capon, Kingdom, Grace, Judgment: Paradox, Outrage, and 
Vindication in the Parables of Jesus, Combined edition. (Grand Rapids, MI; 
Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2002), 329.

https://ref.ly/logosres/kngdmgrcjdgmnt?ref=Page.p+329&off=907&ctx=troduced+before+it.+~Grace%2c+for+example%E2%80%94w
https://ref.ly/logosres/kngdmgrcjdgmnt?ref=Page.p+329&off=907&ctx=troduced+before+it.+~Grace%2c+for+example%E2%80%94w


Boom, he can hit him. Boom. 
Boom. Boom. We're opening 
up options, see? We've got 
four options off one play, 
guys. You guys got that? 
Anybody have any questions? 
Okay, let's go. 

What is he talking about? 

No clue.



Exodus 6:6–7 
6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I 

will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, 
and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will 

redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of 
judgment. 7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be 
your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your 

God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of 
the Egyptians. 



Psalm 38:4 
4 For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a 

heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 



Psalm 38:4 
4 For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a 

heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 

Isaiah 10:27
And in that day his burden will depart from your 

shoulder, and his yoke from your neck.





When Jesus says all who labor and are heavy laden…You 
don't need to unburden or collect yourself and then come to 

Jesus. Your very burden is what qualifies you to come. 

Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly: 
The Heart of Christ for Sinners and Sufferers, p. 20



Matthew 11:28–30 
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 



Are you quick to believe God is a 
“debt reliever” and “burden lifter”?

Have our non-Christian friends, family, and coworkers 
heard the good news that God is a

 “debt reliever” and “burden lifter”?


