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“I’ll never understand this game!”
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SERMON SERIES






The Theme of Romans

Romans 1:16-17
1® For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the
power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. ' For
in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith

for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by
faith.”



The Universal Reign of Sin




Romans 3:9-20
> What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For
we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are
under sin, 'Y as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one;
T no one understands; no one seeks for God. '* All have

turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one
does good, not even one.” »* “Their throat is an open grave;

they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is

under their lips.” ** “Their mouth is full of curses and

bitterness.” ° “Their feet are swift to shed blood; '° in their
paths are ruin and misery, '/ and the way of peace they have

not known.” ** “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”



Romans 3:9-20
1 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to
those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be
stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. # For by works of the law no human being will be
justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.



“But, we're still better...right?!”

Romans 3:9
’ What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For
we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are
under sin...



All people who have not experienced the righteousness of
God by faith are “under sin”: that is, they are helpless captives
to its power...helpless pawns under sin’s power...For the
problem with people is not just that they commit sins; their
problem is that they are enslaved to sin. What is needed,
therefore, is a new power to break in and set people free from
sin—a power found in, and only

in, the gospel of Jesus Christ.



https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt66ro?ref=Bible.Ro3.9&off=4944&ctx=tion+of+his+letter.+~All+people+who+have+

Your own books confirm you're no better

Romans 3:10-18
...as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; ! no one
understands; no one seeks for God. '? All have turned aside;
together they have become worthless; no one does good, not
even one.” ° “Their throat is an open grave; they use their
tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.”
14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” > “Their
feet are swift to shed blood; '° in their paths are ruin and
misery, '’ and the way of peace they have not known.”

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
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Your own books confirm you're no better
Romans 3:10-18
...as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; (Ecc.
7:20) ™ no one understands; no one seeks for God. '* All have
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one
does good, not even one.” (Psalm 14:1-3) *° “Their throat is
an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” (Psalm
5:9) “The venom of asps is under their lips.” (Psalm 140:3) **
“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” (Psalm 10:7) '
“Their feet are swift to shed blood; ' in their paths are ruin
and misery, ' and the way of peace they have not
known.” (Isaiah 59:7-8) '® “There is no fear of God before

their eyes.” (Psalm 36:1)
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What can we conclude about the references?

1.

2.

They are from the Old Testament (Psalms, Isaiah,
Ecclesiastes).

They are Paul’s justification for his comments that
both Jews and Gentiles are under sin, that neither
is better oft.

. The Old Testament shows that both Gentiles and

Jews have opposed God. Both have been depicted,
at points, as unrighteous, or turning aside, or
deceitful, or godless.



Romans 3:15-17
1> “Their feet are swift to shed blood; *° in their paths are

ruin and misery, ' and the way of peace they have not
known.” (Isaiah 59:7-8)

Isaiah 59:7-8
” Their (the Jewish people) feet run to evil, and they are swift
to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of
mlqulty, desolation and destruction are in their highways. °
['he way of peace they do not know, and there is no justice
in their paths; they have made their roads crooked; no one
who treads on them knows peace.




Every mouth is stopped

Romans 3:19-20
1 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to
those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be
stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. # For by works of the law no human being will be
justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.



These words, writes Professor Cranfield, ‘evoke the
picture of the defendant in court who, given the
opportunity to speak in his own defense, is speechless
because of the weight of the evidence which has been
brought against him’. There is nothing to wait for but the
pronouncement and execution of the sentence.

THE MESSAGE OF

Jrouaxs

THE BIBLE

John R. W. Stott | NEINERGES
The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World
InterVarsity Press, 2001, 102 |



https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus66ro?ref=Bible.Ro2.1-4&off=39&ctx=s+inescapable+(1%E2%80%934)%0a~Paul+uncovers+in+the

Romans 3:10-13
...as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; ! no one
understands; no one seeks for God. ** All have turned aside;
together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even
one.” ° “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to
deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.” '* “Their mouth
is full of curses and bitterness.” > “Their feet are swift to shed
blood; '° in their paths are ruin and misery, ' and the way of peace
they have not known.” ' “There is no fear of God before their eyes
1 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. %° For by works of
the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through
the law comes knowledge of sin.
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Romans 3:10-13
...as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; ! no one
understands; no one seeks for God. ** All have turned aside;
together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even
one.” ° “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to
deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.” '* “Their mouth
is full of curses and bitterness.” > “Their feet are swift to shed
blood; '° in their paths are ruin and misery, ' and the way of peace
they have not known.” ' “There is no fear of God before their eyes
1 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. %° For by works of
the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through
the law comes knowledge of sin.
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Romans 3:10-13
...as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; ! no one
understands; no one seeks for God. ' All have turned aside;
together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even
one.” ' “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to
deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.” '* “Their mouth
is full of curses and bitterness.” > “Their feet are swift to shed
blood; '° in their paths are ruin and misery, ' and the way of peace
they have not known.” ' “There is no fear of God before their eyes
1 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. % For by works of
the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through
the law comes knowledge of sin.
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Our troublesome tongues

Genesis 3:11-12
1 God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”
12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with
me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”



Our troublesome tongues

John 8:42-45

*2Jesus said to them (the Jews)...”* Why do you not
understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear
my word. ** You are of your father the devil, and your will is

to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is

no truth in
character, for

nim. When he lies, he speaks out of his own
he is a liar and the father of lies. *> But because

I te

| the truth, you do not believe me.”



Our troublesome tongues

Matthew 16:21-23
*l From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third
day be raised. #* And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall
never happen to you.” © But he turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you
are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the
things of man.”



Regarding the Rescuer

Isaiah 53:7
’He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not
his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a
sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his
mouth.

Isaiah 53:9
» He had done no violence, and
there was no deceit in his mouth.



Regarding the Rescuer

John 1:1, 14
! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God..."* The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.




Regarding the Rescuer

Matthew 27:11-14

' Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor

asked him, “ Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You
have said so.” '* But when he was accused by the chief

priests and elders, he gave no answer. ° Then Pilate said to
him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against

you?” * But he gave him no answer, not even to a single

charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.



Regarding the Rescuer

John 19:30
Y When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is

finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.



Regarding the Rescuer

John 19:30
Y When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is

finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

1 Corinthians 1:18
1% For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.



Your blood speaks a better word
Than all the empty claims I've heard upon this earth
Speaks righteousness for me
And stands in my defense
Jesus, it's Your blood



