














This Week’s Sermon
“Jesus Overturns Our Self-Justification”

Romans 3:1-8



The Big Idea:
The default setting of the human heart is toward self-

justification. In other words, we want to put forth our own 
right standing before others and God and we become 

defensive when that is threatened. 

Seeing Jesus as he is causes us to stop missing the point as he 
overturns our self-righteousness. Only the gospel offers the 
security we need to stop blaming others, denying the truth, 

and defending ourselves as we instead get to rest in the 
righteousness of Jesus.



Today’s Message
1. Romans 3:1-8 in Context

2. Self-Justification in Action
3. Jesus Overturns Self-Justification



Romans 1:16-17
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 

of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it 
is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”



Romans 1:18
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 

all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 
their unrighteousness suppress the truth.



Romans 1:32
32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those 

who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do 
them but give approval to those who practice them.



Romans 2:1
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you 

who judges. For in passing judgment on another you 
condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the 

very same things.



Romans 2:12-13, 23
12 For all who have sinned without the law will also 

perish without the law, and all who have sinned under 
the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the 

hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the 
doers of the law who will be justified.

23 You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking 
the law.



Romans 2:28-29
28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor 

is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is 
one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, 

by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man 
but from God.



Romans 3:1-8
Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value 
of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. To begin with, 

the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What 
if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify 
the faithfulness of God? 4 By no means! Let God be true 

though every one were a liar, as it is written,

“That you may be justified in your words,

and prevail when you are judged.”



Romans 3:1-8
5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the 

righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God is 
unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human 

way.) 6 By no means! For then how could God judge the 
world? 7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to 

his glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner? 8 
And why not do evil that good may come?—as some 

people slanderously charge us with saying. Their 
condemnation is just.



Entrusted With The Oracles
Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value 
of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. To begin with, 

the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 
What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness 

nullify the faithfulness of God?







Romans 3:1-3
Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value 
of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. To begin with, 

the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What 
if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify 

the faithfulness of God?



Romans 3:3b-4
Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 4 
By no means! Let God be true though every one were a 

liar, as it is written,

“That you may be justified in your words,

and prevail when you are judged.”



Romans 3:5-8
5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the 

righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God is 
unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human 

way.) 6 By no means! For then how could God judge the 
world? 7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to 

his glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner? 8 
And why not do evil that good may come?—as some 

people slanderously charge us with saying. Their 
condemnation is just.



Contention #1
5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the 

righteousness of God, what shall we say? 

God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us. 



Contention #2
7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to his 
glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner?

I shouldn’t be condemned as a sinner, and in fact I should do 
even more evil to make God look even better!





Self-Justification

Self-justification is the default setting of the 
human heart. We want to put forth our own 
right standing before others and God and we 

become defensive when that is threatened.



Self-Justification in Action
1. Blame
2. Deny
3. Defend



Self-Justification in Action
1. Blame
2. Deny
3. Defend





Genesis 3:6, 12
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 

who was with her, and he ate.

12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”



Self-Justification in Action
1. Blame
2. Deny
3. Defend





John 13:6-8
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 

do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What 
I am doing you do not understand now, but 

afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, 
“You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered 

him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with 
me.”



Self-Justification in Action
1. Blame
2. Deny
3. Defend





Mark 10:17-22
17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man 
ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 
And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? 
No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit 

adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do 
not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 



Mark 10:17-22
20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have 

kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, 
loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, 
sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 
22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away 

sorrowful, for he had great possessions.



“With an eye for poignant detail, Mark tells us that 
Jesus looked at the man and loved him (Mark 10:21). 
Jesus does not sneer at his claims to have obeyed the 
law. He believes what he says about his obedience; but 
because he loves him, he directly challenges him. He 
does not try to spare his feelings or avoid offending him 
but candidly speaks the truth. The man regards himself 
as respectably good, but being respectably good is not 
good enough. He lacks one thing… 



“This statement implies that knowing the commandments 
and faithfully keeping them do not secure eternal life. Jesus 
does not tell the man specifically what the one thing is but 
gives him four directives: “Go, sell everything you have and 
give to the poor.… Then come, follow me.” These commands 
stress that if one wants eternal life, everything depends on 
one’s response to Jesus.”

~David E. Garland, Mark, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 1996), 396.



Romans 3:1-3
Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value 
of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. To begin with, 
the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 

What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness 
nullify the faithfulness of God?



John 1:9-13
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 

coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not 

know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.



John 13:9
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 

but also my hands and my head!”







Mark 10:38-42
38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And 
a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And 

she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and 
listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted with 

much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you 
not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then 
to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, 
you are anxious and troubled about many things, 42 but one 
thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which 

will not be taken away from her.”



“We first meet Mary and Martha in Luke, when Jesus is at 
their house. Martha is busy serving. Mary is sitting at Jesus’s 
feet, learning with the disciples. Martha complains and asks 
Jesus to tell Mary she should be serving, too.

But Jesus responds: “Mary has chosen the good portion, 
which will not be taken away from her” (Luke 10:42). In a 
culture in which women were expected to serve, not to learn, 
Jesus affirms Mary’s learning from him. But far from 
dismissing Martha, John tells another story in which Jesus has a 
stunning conversation with her after her brother Lazarus has 
died.



“In fact, it seems that Jesus let Lazarus die partly so that 
he could have this conversation with Martha—whom he 
loved (John 11:5)—in which he uttered world-changing 
words: “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?” (John 11:25–26). Martha did.”

~Rebecca McLaughlin, Jesus Changed Everything for Women, TGC, 2021, 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/jesus-changed-everything-women





Jesus Overturns Self-Justification in 
Our Lives

1. Blame becomes ownership
2. Denial becomes honesty
3. Defending becomes rest



The Cross Overturns Self-Justification

1. Jesus takes our blame.
2. Jesus overcomes our denial.

3. Jesus defends us with his righteousness.



Gospel Response

Have you encountered Jesus as he is?

Be refreshed in Christ’s righteousness


