














This Week’s Sermon
“The Kindness of God”

Romans 2:1-4



The Big Idea:
Even when we long to win those we disagree with to our 

side, often we end up wading into the waters of 
judgmentalism. Standing in stark contrast to our own 

judgmentalism comes this startling phrase about God in 
Romans 2:4: “God’s kindness is meant to lead you to 

repentance.” This phrase encapsulates the gospel and God’s 
heart for sinners by demonstrating the unique way he brings 

about real life change in us: He wins us with his kindness.



Today’s Message
1. Romans 2:1-4 and the Bible Story

2. Romans 2:1-4 and our hearts
3. The kindness of God for prideful judges



Romans 2:1-4
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who 

judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn 
yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same 

things. 2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on 
those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—

you who judge those who practice such things and yet do 
them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness 

is meant to lead you to repentance? 



Romans 1:1
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set 

apart for the gospel of God



Romans 1:16-17
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 

of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it 
is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”



Wrath Revealed: Romans 1:18-32

The glory of God for images

Creator for creation

Truth for lie

Natural for unnatural



Romans 1:28-31
28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, 

God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought 
not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are 

full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They 
are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 

parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 



Romans 1:32
32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those 

who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do 
them but give approval to those who practice them.





Romans 2:1-4
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who 

judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn 
yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same 

things. 2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on 
those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—

you who judge those who practice such things and yet do 
them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness 

is meant to lead you to repentance? 





2 Samuel 12
And the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him and 

said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the 
one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very 

many flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing 
but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he 
brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his 

children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his 
cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to 

him.



2 Samuel 12
4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was 
unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare 
for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor 
man's lamb and prepared it for the man who had come 

to him.” 5 Then David's anger was greatly kindled 
against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the Lord 

lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, 6 and 
he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this 

thing, and because he had no pity.”



Romans 1:32
32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those 
who practice such things deserve to die, they not only 
do them but give approval to those who practice them.



2 Samuel 12
7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! 





2 Samuel 12
7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the 

Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and 
I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave you 

your master's house and your master's wives into your arms 
and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this 
were too little, I would add to you as much more. 9 Why 

have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil in 
his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the 

sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have 
killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.



10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, 
because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will 
raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take 

your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and 
he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did 
it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the 
sun.’” 13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 
And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; 
you shall not die. 14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you have 
utterly scorned the Lord, the child who is born to you shall die.” 

15 Then Nathan went to his house.



Romans 2:1-4
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who 

judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn 
yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same 

things. 2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on 
those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—

you who judge those who practice such things and yet do 
them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness 

is meant to lead you to repentance? 



Luke 18:9-14
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in 

themselves that they were righteous, and treated others 
with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 
Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank 

you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 

week; I give tithes of all that I get.’



Luke 18:9-14
13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 

lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified, rather than the other. 
For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but 

the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”



“If the gospel is true-- it is not the good people who 
are in and the bad who or out, or the open-minded and 
tolerant who are in and the bigoted who are out. Rather, 
it's the humble who are in and the proud who are out. 
(Luke 18:9-14)”

~Keller, Timothy, Twitter, March 9th,  2023









Romans 1:28-31
28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, 

God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought 
not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are 

full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They 
are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 

parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 





God’s Kindness
xrēstós (an adjective, derived from 5530 /xráomai, "to 

furnish what is suitable, useful") 

On the spiritual plane, 5543 /xrēstós ("suitable, usefully 
kind") describes what God defines is kind – and 

therefore also eternally useful! 

"We have no adjective in English that conveys this blend 
of being kind and good at the same time"



Ephesians 2:4-7
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were 

dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 
saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us 

with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in 
order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 

kindness to us in Christ Jesus.



2 Corinthians 5:16-21
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according 

to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us 

to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation



2 Corinthians 5:16-21
19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 

himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 

Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.





God’s Kindness → Repentance

Spiritual response to freshly encountering God’s rescue 
in Jesus and then turning to practically pursue life-

change in Holy Spirit power 



Psalm 51:1-2
Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your steadfast love;

according to your abundant mercy

blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and cleanse me from my sin!



Matthew 7:1-5
“Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment 

you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure 
you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you see the 

speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log 
that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your 

brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there 
is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log 
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the 

speck out of your brother's eye.



Hebrews 12:1-2
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured 

the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God.





Gospel Response

Do you despise or embrace the kindness of God?

Let God’s grace evoke compassion and “enemy love” 
within you


