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“The Epistle of Paul to the Romans is undoubtedly the 
most powerful human document that has ever been 
written. It is pure gold from beginning to end. This is the 
book that lit the fire in Martin Luther's heart and brought 
about the Protestant Reformation, changing the history of 
Europe, as well as the world. This is the book that struck 
home as John Wesley sat in a little chapel in London 
listening to Luther's Prelude to the
Epistle to the Romans. Wesley said his
heart was strangely warmed as he heard
the truths of Romans set forth. There
followed, through him, the great



“evangelical awakening that saved England from the fate 
of France and arrested the decay of English life, 
completely altering the history of the world again. This is 
the epistle that burned in the heart of Karl Barth, who in 
our day set forth some of the mighty truths of this letter 
and thus captured the theological world, calling it back 
from the crass, empty liberalism of the nineteenth century, 
restoring much truth to the churches of
Europe. The lives of millions of people
who have read the letter to the Romans
have been drastically altered.
~ Ray Stedman, Romans: The Master Key to Scripture, sermon on 1/22/1967.
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YTD HCC Financial Picture:
Each December, we need about 
21% of our overall budget to 
make our annual goal.

So, for this year, that would 
mean between now and 
12/31/22, approximately, 
$492,000 be given.

This is a God-sized number!!
www.hopecc.com/give



YTD HCC Financial Picture:
Of the $492,000.00 Goal, God, 
through the people of Hope, 
raised $485,409.75!!

This puts us in good condition 
for the beginning of 2023!

PRAISE GOD & THANK YOU!!
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The Beginning
Romans 1:1

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an 
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God.
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Paul: Who is he and what’s his deal?



Valentin de Boulogne 
(1591-1632), Saint Paul 

Writing His Epistles,
oil on canvas

99.38 mm x: 52.38 mm
Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston





Paul’s Story
Galatians 1:13-17

13For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I 
persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy 
it. 14And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my 
own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for 
the traditions of my fathers. 15But when he who had set me 

apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, 
16was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might 

preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately 
consult with anyone; 17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those 
who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, 

and returned again to Damascus.





Paul’s Story
Acts 7 and 8

54Now when they heard these things they were 
enraged, and they ground their teeth at him 

(Stephen). 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see 
the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a 

loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed 
together at him. 58Then they cast him out of

the city and stoned him.



Paul’s Story
Acts 7 and 8

And the witnesses laid down their garments at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they 

were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he 

cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” And when he had said this,

he fell asleep.



Paul’s Story
Acts 7 and 8

8:1And Saul approved of his execution. And there 
arose on that day a great persecution against the 
church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 

throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 
except the apostles. 2Devout men buried Stephen 
and made great lamentation over him. 3But Saul 

was ravaging the church, and entering house after 
house, he dragged off men and women and 

committed them to prison.



Paul’s Story
Acts 7 and 8

4Now those who were scattered went about 
preaching the word.





Paul’s Unexpected Transformation - Acts 9
1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against 

the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 
2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 

Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound 

to Jerusalem.



Paul’s Unexpected Transformation - Acts 9
3Now as he went on his way, he approached 

Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone 
around him. 4And falling to the ground, he heard a 

voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?” 5And he said, “Who are you, 
Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. 6But rise and enter the city, and you 

will be told what you are to do.”



Paul’s Unexpected Transformation - Acts 9
7The men who were traveling with him stood 

speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 
8Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes 
were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by 

the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9And for 
three days he was without sight,

and neither ate nor drank.



Paul’s Unexpected Transformation - Acts 9
10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named 

Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
“Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11And 

the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street 
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a 

man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is 
praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that 

he might regain his sight.”



Paul’s Unexpected Transformation - Acts 9
13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from 
many about this man, how much evil he has done 

to your saints at Jerusalem. 14And here he has 
authority from the chief priests to bind all who call 

on your name.”



Paul’s Unexpected Transformation - Acts 9
15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before the 

Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16For I 
will show him how much he must suffer for the 

sake of my name.”



Paul’s Unexpected Transformation - Acts 9
17So Ananias departed and entered the house. And 
laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the 

Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by 
which you came has sent me so that you may regain 
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And 

immediately something like scales fell from his 
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and 

was baptized; 19and taking food, he was 
strengthened.



Paul’s Unexpected Transformation - Acts 9
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 

20And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21And all 

who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this 
the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who 
called upon this name? And has he not come here for 

this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief 
priests?” 22But Saul increased all the more in strength, 
and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by 

proving that Jesus was the Christ. 



Paul’s Passion
The Gospel of Jesus Christ – Philippians 3

1Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write 
the same things to you is no trouble to me and is 

safe for you. 2Look out for the dogs, look out for the 
evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 
3For we are the circumcision, who worship by the 
Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no 

confidence in the flesh— 4though I myself have 
reason for confidence in the flesh also.



Paul’s Passion
The Gospel of Jesus Christ – Philippians 3

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in 
the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth 

day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as 

to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless.



Paul’s Passion
The Gospel of Jesus Christ – Philippians 3

7But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the 
sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as loss 

because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss 

of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him,



Paul’s Passion
The Gospel of Jesus Christ – Philippians 3

not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on 
faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means 

possible I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.




