


Acts 12:1-11
The Gospel is a Prison Break



Acts 12:1-11
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some 
who belonged to the church, intending to persecute 
them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death 
with the sword. 3 When he saw that this met with 
approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter 
also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, 
handing him over to be guarded by four squads of 
four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out 
for public trial after the Passover.



Acts 12:1-11
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was 
earnestly praying to God for him.

6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, 
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7
Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light 
shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke 
him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell 
off Peter’s wrists.



Acts 12:1-11
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and 
sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around 
you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter 
followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea 
that what the angel was doing was really happening; 
he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the 
first and second guards and came to the iron gate 
leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and 
they went through it. When they had walked the 
length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.



Acts 12:1-11
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know 
without a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and 
rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from 
everything the Jewish people were hoping would 
happen.”



Acts 12:1-4
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some 
who belonged to the church, intending to persecute 
them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death 
with the sword. 3 When he saw that this met with 
approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter 
also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, 
handing him over to be guarded by four squads of 
four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out 
for public trial after the Passover.



Luke 8:51
51 When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not 
let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and 
James, and the child’s father and mother.



Acts 7:54-58
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they 
were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But 
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven 
open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God.”
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top 
of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him 
out of the city and began to stone him.



Acts 12:2-5
2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with 
the sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval 
among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This 
happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 
4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing 
him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers 
each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial 
after the Passover. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but 
the church was earnestly praying to God for him.



Acts 10:42-44
42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one whom God appointed as 
judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 
Spirit came on all who heard the message.
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Acts 12:5-7
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was 
earnestly praying to God for him.

6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, 
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 
7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light 
shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke 
him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell 
off Peter’s wrists.



Freedom is not what our culture tells us 
it is. Freedom is not my deciding, from 
the urges and longings of my sinful 
nature, to do what I want to do, when I 
want to do it, how I want 
to do it, with whom I want to do it. 
According to the Bible, that is 
bonadage, not freedom.”

Bruce Ware, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit





Psalm 107:10-13
10 Some sat in darkness, in utter darkness,

prisoners suffering in iron chains,
11 because they rebelled against God’s commands

and despised the plans of the Most High.
12 So he subjected them to bitter labor;

they stumbled, and there was no one to help.
13 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,

and he saved them from their distress.







Ephesians 2:1-3
1 As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at 
one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and 
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, 
we were by nature deserving of wrath. 



Acts 12:5-7
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was 
earnestly praying to God for him.

6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, 
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 
7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light 
shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke 
him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell 
off Peter’s wrists.



Acts 12:8-10
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and 
sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around 
you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter 
followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea 
that what the angel was doing was really happening; 
he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the 
first and second guards and came to the iron gate 
leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and 
they went through it. When they had walked the 
length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.





Ephesians 2:4-7

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich 
in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ 
Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show 
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus.



The language of grace must be a language that 
comes totally from without. It does not call on 
the old self, not even the inner life of the old 
self, to somehow traverse a new way. It 
announces him who is the Way… the Word 
does not call on our old being to die. It simply 
announces that we have died, and 
sanctification occurs to the degree that we get 
used to that fact

Gerhard Forde, Five Views of Sanctification



Psalm 107:14-16
14 He brought them out of darkness, the utter 
darkness,

and broke away their chains.
15 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing 
love

and his wonderful deeds for mankind,
16 for he breaks down gates of bronze

and cuts through bars of iron.



Acts 12:11
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know 
without a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and 
rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from 
everything the Jewish people were hoping would 
happen.”



Acts 12:1-11
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some 
who belonged to the church, intending to persecute 
them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death 
with the sword. 3 When he saw that this met with 
approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter 
also… 

6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, 
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 



Acts 16:25-26
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were 
listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent 
earthquake that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken.



My chains are gone, I've been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me

And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, amazing grace”

John Newton, Amazing Grace



My chains are gone, I've been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me

And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, amazing grace”

John Newton,

Gospel Application





Luke 4:16-21
Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 Then he 
rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today 
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”







Luke 5:8-11
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees 
and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful 
man!” 9 For he and all his companions were 
astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so 
were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s 
partners. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now 
on you will fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their 
boats up on shore, left everything and followed him








