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Luke 2:8-15
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 

lying in a manger.”



Luke 2:1-21
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 

appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has told us about.”



What Child Is This?

What child is this, who, laid to rest 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing

Haste, haste to bring him laud 
The babe, the son of Mary



So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh
Come, peasant, king, to own him

The King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone him

This, this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing

Haste, haste to bring him laud 
The babe, the son of Mary



Luke 2:22-38



Luke 2:22–38
22 When the time came for the purification rites 

required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took 
him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is 

written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is 
to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a 

sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the 
Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 



Luke 2:22–38
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, 

who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for 
him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon 

took him in his arms and praised God, saying…



No high priest or member of the Sanhedrin, nor any other temple 
official, whether priest or Levite, receives Jesus. Rather, Jesus is 
received by two otherwise unknown persons who never again appear 
in Scripture, who, although they occupy no temple office, embody the 
sincere faith of the temple. The long-awaited but unfulfilled messianic 
hope led some in Judaism to compromise with Roman (political 
pragmatism), others to militant opposition of the same, others to 
utopian dreams, and still others to flight, separation, seclusion, and 
resignation. Simeon and Anna follow a less celebrated but more 
difficult course: they wait in faith (Isa 7:9), trusting in the God 
of the promise—and in his timing… Their steadfast courage 
to await God’s promise rather than take refuge in spiritual 
counterfeits results in their seeing in the baby Jesus the 
dawn of God’s salvation (2:30).

James R. Edwards, The Gospel according to Luke, 
The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI).c2015, 81.

https://ref.ly/logosres/pntc63lu?ref=Bible.Lk2.21-40&off=1223&ctx=viously+appropriate.~+No+high+priest+or+m


Luke 2:22–38
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now 
dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my eyes have seen 

your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of 
all nations: 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the 

glory of your people Israel.” 33 The child’s father and 
mother marveled at what was said about him. 



The Greek word for “take” is not the expected 
lambanein but a less frequent form of the word for 
awaiting the messianic hope above, thus achieving a 
play on words: in receiving (dechesthai) Jesus into his 
arms, Simeon is in fact receiving (prosdechesthai) the 
consolation of Israel (v. 25). Simeon’s reception of 
Jesus symbolizes the ideal hope that Israel will receive 
and embrace Jesus as Messiah.

James R. Edwards, The Gospel according to Luke, 
The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI).c2015, 85.

https://ref.ly/logosres/pntc63lu?ref=Bible.Lk2.21-40&off=1223&ctx=viously+appropriate.~+No+high+priest+or+m






Luke 2:22–38
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: 

“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And 

a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 



Luke 2:22–38
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: 

“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And 

a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh
Come, peasant, king, to own him

The King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone him



Luke 2:22–38
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of 

Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She 

never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 
fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very 
moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the 

child to all who were looking forward to the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 



How do you answer the question, 
“What child is this?”

What do the thoughts of your heart 
reveal this Christmas?



The King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone him


