




This Week’s Sermon
“Jesus, The Church, & Same-Sex Attraction”

Matthew 16:24-26



A Few Disclaimers



Week 6 - Respect, honesty, truth, and love 
for those facing Same-Sex Attraction

The American Church has expressed different opinions 
about the nature, response, and implications of same-sex 
attraction. How does the bible square with these varied 

approaches? Is identity rightly tied to one’s attractions as some 
suggest or are such beliefs misguided? This week’s message 

will look more deeply into the realities of same-sex attraction. 
What does the gospel proclaim amidst same-sex attractions?



“The church of Jesus Christ is to be on mission as a 
biblically faithful, culturally relevant community for the 
kingdom of God. Those become markers. The Bible is our 
guide under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. We want to 
lead our churches both to engage culture and to be a 
countercultural community.”

~ Ed Stetzer, Outreach Magazine, Into the Culture, June 15, 2020 -
https://outreachmagazine.com/features/evangelism/56590-into-
the-culture.html



The Church is called to be:

1. Biblically Faithful
2. Culturally Relevant

3. Counter-Cultural Community
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What does the Bible teach about 
homosexuality? Is homosexuality a sin?



The Bible on Homosexuality
1. Sodom & Gomorrah - Genesis 19:1-38

2. Levitical Purity Laws - Leviticus 18:22; 20:13

3. Homosexual Behavior - 1 Corinthians 6:9-11

4. Homosexual Behavior - 1 Timothy 1:9-10

5. Strange Flesh - Jude 6-7

6. Idolatry - exchange of different for same - Romans 1



Leviticus 18:22
22 “‘Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a 

woman; that is detestable.

Leviticus 20:13
13 “‘If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does 

with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. 
They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own 

heads.



1 Corinthians 6:9-11
9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually 
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex 
with men 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 

slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 
And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, 
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.



1 Timothy 1:8-11
8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We 
also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for 
lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy 
and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, 

for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for those 
practicing homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and 
perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound 

doctrine 11 that conforms to the gospel concerning the glory 
of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me.



Romans 1:21-27
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as 
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile 

and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the 

glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a 
mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of 
their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their 

bodies with one another.



Romans 1:21-27
25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and 

worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—
who is forever praised. Amen.

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even 
their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural 

ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural 
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one 

another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and 
received in themselves the due penalty for their error.



The most important text regarding homosexuality in the NT is 
Romans 1:26–27. We learn from this text and the surrounding context 
that all sin, including homosexuality, is a consequence of idolatry. 
The fundamental and root sin, therefore, is not homosexuality or any 
other erroneous behaviour. The sin that provokes God’s wrath and 
leads to all other sin is the worship of the creature rather than the 
creator (Rom. 1:25). It is the failure to give thanks and praise to the 
one true and living God (Rom. 1:21). It is important to emphasize 
here that homosexual sin is not singled out because homosexuals are 
particularly egregious sinners. Sin is an equal opportunity and 
democratic employer! All human beings have failed to glorify and 
thank God the way they should. 



Paul probably focuses on homosexuality at this point because it 
mirrors idolatry. In other words, both idolatry and same sex 
relations distort what human beings were made to do. That is, all 
human beings turn the world upside down by worshiping self 
rather than God. And same sex relations invert what God has 
intended, so that human beings opt for same sex intercourse 
instead of engaging in sexual intercourse with the opposite sex.

~Thomas R. Schreiner, “A New Testament Perspective on 
Homosexuality,” Themelios 31, no. 3 (2006): 65–66.



Romans 1:28-32
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the 
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so 
that they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled 
with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 
slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent 

ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no 
understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they 

know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve 
death, they not only continue to do these very things but also 

approve of those who practice them.



What is same sex attraction? Is same-sex 
attraction a sin?



James 1:13-15
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” 

For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt 
anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are 

dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, 
after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when 

it is full-grown, gives birth to death.



“James reminds us that temptation gives birth to sin (James 
1:15). It’s not itself sin. So the two are not the same thing. When 
we’re tempted, we need to flee temptation and to stand faithfully 
underneath it. I take it that it’s possible, therefore, to be tempted 
without sinning….I don’t think it’s right to say that having the 
capacity to be tempted is itself a sin. It’s a sign of our fallenness, 
but I want to repent of the ways I sinfully respond to temptation. I 
want to flee temptation itself. Otherwise, you’re saying to 
somebody, ‘Even if you’re not sinning, you’re still sinning, just 
because you’ve got the capacity to be tempted in a certain way.’” 

~ Sam Allberry, “You are Not Your Sexuality”



“Honestly I can’t read the scriptures and not say that my 
same sex attraction is a part of the fall. If sin hadn’t 
corrupted the world, I wouldn’t have the temptation to 
eroticize relationships with women.”

~ Rachel Gilson, “Experiencing Same-Sex Attraction” 
https://www.namb.net/podcasts/ministry-wives-podcast/rachel-
gilson-on-experiencing-same-sex-attraction/



The Biblically Faithful Approaches to Sexuality

Faithful, covenantal marriage (that reflects Christ)

Faithful, chaste singleness (that reflects Christ)
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1. Biblically Faithful
2. Culturally Relevant

3. Counter-Cultural Community





Matthew 5:13-16
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its 

saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot.

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 

bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine 

before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven.



Culture on Identity: You are Your Sexuality
You are your sexuality. Therefore, who you are is defined by your 

sexual desires - this is what is formational and foundational for 
your understanding of self. If, in any way, your self-expression of 

your sexuality is hindered, you are being hindered from being 
your fullest self. This “blocking” of self-actualization through 
sexual expression is a cardinal sin, and drastic action must be 

taken to defend this freedom.

In short, the freedom to express one’s self (particularly sexually) is the 
greatest benefit afforded by society.



Gospel on Identity: You are Your Savior’s
You are your Savior’s. Therefore, who you are belongs to and is defined 

by who God says you are in Christ - this is what is formational and 
foundational for your understanding of self.

You are being renewed after the image of Christ by the power of the 
Holy Spirit within you, all under the banner of God’s grace to sinners. 
Therefore, you will be most human and most whole as you grow into 

the image of Christ over time. God’s grace is at work to cause this 
growth in you, and it is growth that gives freedom. 

In short, the freedom from sin is one of the great graces of the gospel. We belong 
to Christ and he is central to our self-understanding.
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Matthew 16:24-26
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my 

disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose 
it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What 
good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet 

forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for 
their soul?





Ephesians 2:1-2a
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in 

which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 
world…

Ephesians 2:4-5
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were 

dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.



“The early Christians’ countercultural allegiance to Christ—their 
“ethic”—doesn’t “make sense apart from a set of theological 
convictions, symbolically and narratively presented in Scripture (for 
instance, the goodness of God’s creation; the covenant with Israel; 
Christ’s defeat of evil, sin and death; the in-breaking of the reign of 
God; and the empowering work of the Holy Spirit),” writes Scott 
Bader-Saye. Viewed from the perspective of the culture, in other 
words, the early Christians’ actions were crazy; but viewed from 
within the worldview of Israel’s Scriptures and the gospel, their 
actions represented the only rational option.”

~Excerpt From Washed and Waiting: Reflections on Christian 
Faithfulness and Homosexuality , Wesley Hill



What should be the goal for a Christian who 
struggles with same-sex attractions?



“In the end, what keeps me on the path I’ve chosen is not so much 
individual proof texts from Scripture or the sheer weight of the church’s 
traditional teaching against homosexual practice. Instead, it is, I think, those 
texts and traditions and teachings as I see them from within the true story 
of what God has done in Jesus Christ—and the whole perspective on life 
and the world that flows from that story, as expressed definitively in 
Scripture. Like a piece from a jigsaw puzzle finally locked into its rightful 
place, the Bible and the church’s no to homosexual behavior make sense to 
me—it has the ring of truth, as J. B. Phillips once said of the New 
Testament—when I look at it as one piece within the larger Christian 
narrative. I abstain from homosexual behavior because of the power of that 
scriptural story.”

~Excerpt From Washed and Waiting: Reflections on Christian 
Faithfulness and Homosexuality , Wesley Hill



Can I trust God with my obedience?



“There was a time in my struggle with homosexuality when I felt 
that the world was caving in on me. I had been living in Minneapolis for 
only a few months, and I felt burdened—physically so, at times—by 
loneliness, confusion, and fear. During a brief visit back to Wheaton, 
Illinois, where I had graduated from college, I arranged to meet with my 
good friend Chris, and on a cold winter afternoon, I told him how I was 
feeling and asked for his help. 

Out of all the things Chris said to me in response that day, one 
sticks out. With compassion in his voice, he said: “Origen, the great 
Christian theologian of the early church, believed that our souls existed 
with God before we were born. What if he were right? I don’t believe he 
was, but imagine for a moment if he were.



Imagine yourself standing in the presence of God, looking down from 
heaven on the earthly life you’re about to be born into, and God says to 
you, ‘Wes, I’m going to send you into the world for sixty or seventy or 
eighty years. It will be hard. In fact, it will be more painful and confusing 
and distressing than you can now imagine. You will have a thorn in your 
flesh, a homosexual orientation that is the result of your entering a world 
that sin and death have broken, and you may wrestle with it all your life. 
But I will be with you. I will be watching every step you take, guiding you 
by my Spirit, supplying you with grace sufficient for each day. And at the 
end of your journey, you will see my face again, and the joy we share then 
will be born out of the agonies you faithfully endured by the power I gave 
you. And no one will take that joy—that solid resurrection joy, which, if 
you experienced it now, would crush you with its weight—away from you.’



“Wesley,” Chris said, looking me in the eye, “wouldn’t you say yes to the 
journey if you had had that conversation with God?” I nodded, and Chris grew 
stronger, his eyes flashing deep care and concern, “But you have had it, in a 
sense. God is the author of your story. He is watching, supplying you with his 
Spirit moment by moment. And he will raise your body from the dead to live 
with him and all the great company of the redeemed forever. And the joy you 
will have in that moment will be yours for all eternity. Can you endure 
knowing that? Can you keep walking the lonely road if you remember he’s 
looking on and delights to help you persevere?”

Your struggle isn’t a mindless, unobserved string of random 
disappointments, I heard Chris say that day. And faithfulness is never a 
gamble. It will be worth it. The joy then will be worth the struggle now.”

~Wesley Hill, “Washed and Waiting”



In what ways do SSA Christians faithfully 
pursuing holiness proclaim the gospel of 

Christ?



What can it look like to be a church that cares 
well for those who wrestle with same-sex 

attraction?



Mark 10:28-31
28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow 

you!”

29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left 
home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or 
fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred 
times as much in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, 

mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and 
in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will 

be last, and the last first.”



1 Thessalonians 2:7-8
7 Instead, we were like young children among you.

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared 
for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted 

to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as 
well.



“When we are too functional, we forget that the Christian life is a 
calling, not a performance. Hospitality is necessary whether you 
have cat hair on the couch or not. People will die of chronic 
loneliness sooner than they will cat hair in the soup.

Know that someone is spared another spiral binge of 
pornography because he is instead playing Connect Four with you or 
walking the dogs or jumping on the trampoline….Know that 
someone is spared the fear and darkness of depression because she is 
needed at your house, always on the Lord’s Day, the day she is never 
alone but instead safely in community where her place at the table is 
needed and necessary and relied upon.”

~ Rosaria Butterfield, “The Gospel Comes with a House Key”



Being the Family of God
1. Consider times of loneliness & include: wedding invitations, doctor’s 

appointments, Valentine’s Day
2. Invite into your life: holidays, regular meal times, first to meet new 

baby or hear of new pregnancy, babysit, celebrate birthdays, 
gifts/notes/letters

3. Consider your decisions as if they mattered to them as well: moving? 
Job? Home, extra room - long term? - or invite them into the decision 

making process with you
4. Travel together, plan family vacation together

5. Give them a house key
6. Touch

7. Grow old with them



John 15:9-17
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 

remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 

complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have 
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 

what I command.



John 15:9-17
15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 

know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—
fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 

name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love 
each other.





Gospel Response

Jesus is Worthy
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