






This Week’s Sermon
“You Belong to Christ”

1 Corinthians 6:8-20



Week 5 - Respect, honesty, truth, and love 
for those facing Lust, Pornography, 

Masturbation and Fornication

The list of sexual sins is long. For every good and perfect gift that 
God has given, we have been quick to dishonor him and tarnish 

the gift of sex. This week’s message will not shrink back from 
addressing the ugliness and idolatry of sexual sin. But it will not 

leave us hopeless. The gospel speaks a better word than the empty 
claims of sexual sin. We hope that many will turn from sin to God 

and trust him for health and holiness.















How do I know I have an idol?

An idol hoards your resources (time, money, energy, thoughts)

What are your emotions when something gets in the way of it?

An idol becomes something we build our identity on

We compromise our convictions for our idols

IF → THEN



LIFE ONLY HAS MEANING/I ONLY HAVE WORTH IF…

I have power and influence over others.” (Power Idolatry)

I am loved and respected by _____.” (Approval Idolatry)

I have this kind of pleasure experience, a particular quality 
of life.” (Comfort idolatry)

I am able to get mastery over my life in the area of _____.” 
(Control idolatry)

~Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods: The Empty Promises of Money, 
Sex, and Power, and the Only Hope that Matters, 2011





Matthew 5:27-28
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit 

adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

Matthew 5:48
48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.



Corinthians: The Bridezilla of Christ



1 Corinthians 1:4-9
4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given 
you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in 

every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge—
6 God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. 

7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly 
wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also 

keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has called 

you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.



1 Corinthians 6:9-11
9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually 
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex 
with men 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 

slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 
And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, 
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
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1 Corinthians 6:12-14
12 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not 

everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—
but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 You say, “Food for 
the stomach and the stomach for food, and God will destroy 

them both.” The body, however, is not meant for sexual 
immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 By 

his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will 
raise us also.
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Lust as Idolatry

A strong craving or desire that we can allow to govern us, 
instead of God. We desire God’s gifts more than God.

How it Proclaims a False Gospel

Lust proclaims to us that a created thing is better than God, and 
that we, and not God, get to choose what is best for us. 



Pornography & Masturbation as Idolatry

Pornography & masturbation displace God by attempting to 
prove that we are sufficient to satisfy ourselves apart from 

Christ.

How it Proclaims a False Gospel

These things tell the fundamentally wrong story about sex, that 
it is about taking as opposed to giving, and portrays God as 

insufficient to satisfy our souls.



Fornication as Idolatry

I reject Jesus as Lord, seeing “intimacy” without God-ordained 
commitment (covenant) and outside of God’s design.

How it Proclaims a False Gospel

My desires for wholeness are capable of being met by another 
person, wholly apart from Christ. God’s ways aren’t good or 

trustworthy because I know better what I need.



We are saved for oneness to Christ. But to engage in sexual 
immorality is commensurate to becoming one with a prostitute. It is 
a type of spiritual adultery. Why? Because we belong to the Lord. He 
has purchased us with his blood. And sexual immorality, truly any 
sin, actually mimics the oneness which is to be reserved for Christ. 

Sadly, sexual immorality counterfeits some of the commitment, 
union, connection, intimacy, pleasure, etc. that is reserved for 
marriage. And that oneness in marriage reflects what Jesus desires to 
have with his bride. Similarly to being united to Christ, the Spirit 
now lives within us, making us temples. 

~ HopeCC Small Groups



1 Corinthians 6:15-17
15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ 
himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite 
them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that he 

who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? 
For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But 

whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit.



“Paul seeks to clarify, lest any misunderstand, that 
Christian freedom does not allow one to pursue pleasure 
wherever it leads. Christians are controlled by an 
entirely different ethic, a different view of freedom, and 
a different Lord. Freedom is freedom from something; 
but for it to be meaningful, it must be freedom for
something… He conceives of freedom in terms of 
belonging to another (6:19–20; 7:22–23; 9:19; Rom. 14:8), 
not in terms of self-determination or self-interest. The 
more one seeks life’s meaning in God, the freer one 
becomes…



“Paul does not condemn them for failing to obey the law 
that forbids porneia, nor does he command them to obey 
the law. He argues instead that they should live in ways 
congruent with who they are—those who belong to 
Christ and are destined to live with Christ.

~ David E. Garland, 1 Corinthians, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2003), 229-231.

https://ref.ly/logosres/becnt67co1?ref=Bible.1Co6.12&off=5133&ctx=rtine+program.%E2%80%9D%EF%BB%BF12%EF%BB%BF+~Cicero+(Pro+Caelio+2


1 Corinthians 6:18-20
18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person 

commits are outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, 
sins against their own body. 19 Do you not know that your 
bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom 
you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you 

were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your 
bodies.





GOSPEL + COMMUNITY + TIME



As a Christian I’m in the process of bringing my sense of self, my 
Identity with a capital ‘I’, the ego, my swirling internal world of 
fretful panicky-ness arising out of that gospel deficit, into alignment 
with the more fundamental truth. Richard Hays argues in The Moral 
Vision of the New Testament that the essence of the New Testament 
ethic is “Be who you now are.” There it is. You are this new being, 
fundamentally, as one united to Christ. So wake up tomorrow and 
do whatever you have to—-with a Bible, singing, prayer, meditation, 
a friend, listening to a sermon, a walk around the block—-do 
whatever you must to start your day in gospel alignment.

~ Dane Ortlund, “In Christ, I’m Not A Sinner” The Gospel Coalition



GOSPEL + COMMUNITY + TIME



The more we conceal our sin, the harder our hearts become. And 
sin always harms, even when it seems private—this includes 
masturbation and pornography; this includes sexting; this includes 
lustful thoughts. As explicit as it is to write those words, we must be 
clear that true freedom and holy restoration are available to women 
who struggle in these ways.

Believers silent about their sin waste away in grief (Ps. 32:3). 
When we isolate ourselves, we prize the pride our shame protects 
over the holiness our humility allows (Prov. 18:1).  

~ Rebekah Hannah, “Women Use Porn Too” The Gospel Coalition



People don’t change because of the power of statistics or hearing 
about the devastating effects of porn. People change through the 
transforming power of the gospel. People change by submitting to 
the truth of God’s Word rather than the ravenous appetite of the 
flesh.

And people change with help from one another (1 Thess. 5:14).

Pornography is a spiritual problem rooted in the deceitfulness of 
idolatry—and like all idolatry, we need one another in the fight. A 
Christian struggling with porn needs other believers to help her slay 
sin by the power of God’s Word (Eph. 5:18–21; Col. 3:16). 

~ Rebekah Hannah, “Women Use Porn Too” The Gospel Coalition



GOSPEL + COMMUNITY + TIME



Here’s the best news for those of us who have ever purchased a 
fake: the heart of our Father in heaven is merciful and abounding in 
grace. No matter which counterfeits we have pursued, no matter 
which idols we have adored, our Father stands ready to offer 
everlasting life and deep peace to us, even before we realize we 
bought a lie. Even as we labor for that which does not satisfy (Isa. 
55:2), our God says, “Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to 
me; hear, that your soul may live” (Isa. 55:2–3).

~ Jen Oshman, “Don’t Settle for a Knockoff” The Gospel Coalition





Gospel Response
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