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Week 1: God’s Authority is Good News

Week 2: Sex and Gender from a biblical 
perspective – God’s biblical creation as good

Week 3: Gospel Sexuality

Week 4: On Singleness, Dating, 
& Marriage 



Sexual Sins as Deceptive Imitators
of God’s Good Design & Gospel

Lust, Pornography, Masturbation, and Fornication 



1 Thessalonians 4:3–8
3For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you 
abstain from sexual immorality; 4that each one of you 
know how to control one’s own body in holiness and 

honor, 5not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do 
not know God; 6that no one transgress and exploit his 
brother or sister in this matter, because the Lord is an 

avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and 
solemnly warned you. 7For God has not called us for 

impurity, but in holiness. 8Therefore whoever disregards 
this, disregards not a human being but God, who gives his 

Holy Spirit to you. 





1. What is the current reality we face?

2. What does God call us to?

3. Why can’t we do it?

4. How did Jesus do it?

5. In light of Jesus, how do we face our 
current reality?
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1. What is the current reality we face?

God is essential and sex is an option

Sex is essential and God is an option





1. What is the current reality we face?

Connection/Intimacy (You know me). 

Affirmation/Attention (You see me). 

Pleasure/Feeling (You move me).

Security/Safety (You care about me).



“In a consumer relationship you relate to a vendor and you 
have a relationship as long as the vendor is giving you a 
product at a good price but you’re always looking for an 
upgrade! And so what you say to your vendor is that, “we 
have a relationship but you better keep adjusting to me 
because if you don’t meet my needs, I’m out of here because 
my needs are more important than the relationship.”

~ Tim Keller, From Love and Lust sermon, 5/6/12



“A consumer relationship says, “you adjust to me or I’m out 
of here.”… See in a consumer relationship, you’re always 
marketing. You’re always selling yourself; you’ve got to 
perform. You’ve got to meet the other person’s needs or 
they are out!

~ Tim Keller, From Love and Lust sermon, 5/6/12



2. What does God call us to? 
1 Thessalonians 4:3–8

3For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you 
abstain from sexual immorality; 4that each one of you know 

how to control one’s own body in holiness and honor, 5not in 
the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 

6that no one transgress and exploit his brother or sister in this 
matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as 
we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7For God 

has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 8Therefore 
whoever disregards this, disregards not a human being but 

God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 
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““Han argues that pornography attempts to sever signs 
from meaning, sensations from communion, the bodily 
organs from the person. This results in a fragmentation…
Genuine feeling can’t be manufactured, bought, and sold. 
The genuinely erotic, (Han) contends, requires patient 
unfolding and long-lasting connectedness. A pornographic 
mindset confuses this because people think of love as a 
random arrangement of consumable feelings—not as part 
of an ongoing drama.”

~Byung-Chul Han, Capitalism and the Death Drive, 
Secular Anti-capitalist German philosopher
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3. Why can’t we do it?



“This distortion leads people to the compulsion to constantly 
change partners (whether “in real life” or in their minds) to 
maintain those fresh and novel sensations. I doubt whether 
Han would ever frame this as “sin” or “immorality,” but he 
certainly sees it as self-defeating and self-destructive. And 
the result is a society that seems burned out—burned out 
on attention, burned out on meaning, burned out on love. 
Unlike pornography, Han argues, love has a plot. Love isn’t 
a random set of sensations, but something that must be set 
in a larger context. 

~Byung-Chul Han, Capitalism and the Death Drive, 
Secular Anti-capitalist German philosopher



“And fidelity, Han argues, is not just an emotion but also an 
act. As a matter of fact, fidelity is a series of acts that 
requires a storyline.
Han gives the example of a French man’s letter to his wife, 
in which he anticipates their life together in the future as 
though it were present tense: “You’re 85 years old and have 
shrunk five centimeters. You only weigh 40 kilos now, yet 
you’re still desirable.” This kind of love requires a vow and 
a life.

~Byung-Chul Han, Capitalism and the Death Drive, 
Secular Anti-capitalist German philosopher



3. Why can’t we do it?
Isaiah 53:2–4

2He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by humankind, a man 

of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from 
whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we 

held him in low esteem. 4Surely he took up our pain 
and bore our suffering, yet we considered him 

punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 



3. Why can’t we do it?
John 1:9–13

9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming 
into the world. 10He was in the world, and though the 

world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, 
but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who did 
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God—13children 
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 

husband’s will, but born of God. 



3. Why can’t we do it?



4. How did Jesus do it?
John 2:23–25

23Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 
Festival, many people saw the signs he was 

performing and believed in his name. 24But Jesus 
would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all 

people. 25He did not need any testimony about 
humankind, for he knew what was in each person. 



4. How did Jesus do it?
John 11:38–42

40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believe, you will see the glory of God?” 41So they took 

away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, 
“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew 
that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit 
of the people standing here, that they may believe that 

you sent me.” 



4. How did Jesus do it?

Connection/Intimacy (You know me). 

Affirmation/Attention (You see me). 

Pleasure/Feeling (You move me).

Security/Safety (You care about me).





5. In light of Jesus, how do we face our current reality?



5. In light of Jesus, how do we face our current reality?

Connection/Intimacy (Jesus, you know me). 

Affirmation/Attention (Jesus, you see me). 

Pleasure/Feeling (Jesus, you move me).

Security/Safety (Jesus, you care about me).



5. In light of Jesus, how do we face our current reality?

Ask yourself, have I believed that pursuing or 

becoming the fake butterfly is the path to life (CAPS)?



5. In light of Jesus, how do we face our current reality?

Ask yourself, have I believed that pursuing or 

becoming the fake butterfly is the path to life (CAPS)?

Ask yourself, do I believe in this covenant love story?




