


This Week’s Sermon
“Despising the Shame”

Hebrews 12:1-3



Harmony in Genesis 2



Disharmony in Genesis 3



Genesis 3:2-5
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from 
the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not 
eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 

and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ”
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.



Disharmony in all of humanity!



Respect = Rebellion
Naked and Unashamed = Guilt and Shame
Blessing = Physical & Spiritual Punishment

God as Friend = Enemy to hide from
Trust = Fear

Love = Hatred
Intimacy = Separation

Freedom = Slavery
Honesty = Lying

Responsibility = Blaming



Disharmony in all of humanity!



What is the Gospel



What is the Gospel

Usually, it has something to do with the 
forgiveness of my sins through faith in 

Christ. 



What is the Gospel

Usually, it has something to do with the 
forgiveness of my sins through faith in 

Christ. 

But only this way of thinking of the gospel 
neglects sins that were committed against 

me.



This can be sins committed against us that 
make us feel dirty and ashamed, and it can 
also include false teaching that has made 

you feel “less than”



This is where Expiation comes in



Theology of the Scapegoat



Theology of the Scapegoat



Theology of Hyssop



Theology of Hyssop

The Passover



Exodus 12:21-22
21 Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to 

them, “Go and select lambs for yourselves according to 
your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch 

of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and 
touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood 

that is in the basin.



Theology of Hyssop

The Passover
Cleansing Laws



Leviticus 14:1-7
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “This shall be the 
law of the leprous person for the day of his cleansing. 

He shall be brought to the priest, 3 and the priest shall go 
out of the camp, and the priest shall look. Then, if the 
case of leprous disease is healed in the leprous person, 
4 the priest shall command them to take for him who is 
to be cleansed two live clean birds and cedarwood and 

scarlet yarn and hyssop. 



What is Exile?



Exile

… I think I've seen this film before
And I didn't like the ending
You're not my homeland anymore
So what am I defending now?
You were my town
Now I'm in exile, seein' you out
I think I've seen this film before



Leviticus 14:1-7
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “This shall be the 
law of the leprous person for the day of his cleansing. 

He shall be brought to the priest, 3 and the priest shall go 
out of the camp, and the priest shall look. Then, if the 
case of leprous disease is healed in the leprous person, 
4 the priest shall command them to take for him who is 
to be cleansed two live clean birds and cedarwood and 

scarlet yarn and hyssop. 



Leviticus 14:1-7
5 And the priest shall command them to kill one of the 
birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water. 6 He 
shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the 

scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip them and the live 
bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the 
fresh water. 7 And he shall sprinkle it seven times on 

him who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then 
he shall pronounce him clean and shall let the living 

bird go into the open field.



Theology of Hyssop

The Passover
Cleansing Laws
David’s Adultery



Psalm 51:7-9
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;

let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.



Psalm 51:7-9, 16
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;

let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.

16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give 
it;

you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.



Theology of Hyssop

The Passover
Cleansing Laws
David’s Adultery
The Cross



John 19:28-30
28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, 
said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of 

sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the 
sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is 

finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit.



Theology of Hyssop

The Passover
Cleansing Laws
David’s Adultery
The Cross
The Gospel



Hebrews 9:11-14
11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good 

things that have come, then through the greater and 
more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of 

this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy 
places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves 

but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and 
the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a 

heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 



Hebrews 9:11-14
14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through 

the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve 

the living God.



Theology of Hyssop

The Passover
Cleansing Laws
David’s Adultery
The Cross
The Gospel
Our Conscience



Hebrews 10:19-22
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter 
the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and 
living way that he opened for us through the curtain, 
that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great 

priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water.



1 Peter 1:1-2
To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in 
the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus 

Christ and for sprinkling with his blood:
May grace and peace be multiplied to you.



Hebrews 12:1-2
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance 

the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 

was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 

God.



Gospel Application

If you are in Christ – your sin is gone!



Gospel Application

If you are in Christ – your sin is gone!
If you are in Christ – sins committed against you 

despised! 


