










This Week’s Sermon
“Sex and Gender from a Biblical Perspective: 

God’s Biblical Creation as Good”
Genesis 1:27-28





John 17:1-3
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may 
glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that 
he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now 

this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.



God’s Design = GOOD!



Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now 

the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface 
of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God 
saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the 

darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called 
“night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first 

day.



God Creates in Genesis 1
Light - darkness

Waters of Sky - Waters below

Land - seas

Greater light (day, Sun) - Lesser light (night, moon)

Plants, trees

Fish, birds, wild animals, livestock

Human Beings - Image Bearers, Male & Female



Genesis 1:27-28
27 So God created mankind in his own image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea 

and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves 
on the ground.”



Genesis 2:15-18
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden 

to work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded 
the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but 

you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I 
will make a helper suitable for him.”



Genesis 2:19-21
19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild 
animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man 
to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called 

each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names 
to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the Lord God 
caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was 

sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the 
place with flesh.



“The naming of the animals, a scene which portrays man as 
monarch of all he surveys, poignantly reveals him as a social 
being, made for fellowship, not power: he will not live until he 
loves, giving himself away (v. 24) to another on his own level. So 
the woman is presented wholly as his partner and counterpart; 
nothing is yet said of her as childbearer. She is valued for herself 
alone.”

~Derek Kidner, Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 1, Tyndale Old 
Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1967), 70.



Genesis 2:22-23
22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken 

out of the man, and he brought her to the man.

23 The man said,

“This is now bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;

she shall be called ‘woman,’

for she was taken out of man.”



Genesis 2:24-25
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united 

to his wife, and they become one flesh.

25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.



“The union of the two in marriage is to be an exclusive (a man 
leaves …, 24, RSV), permanent (… and cleaves), God-sealed bond
(one flesh: cf. Mark 10:8f.); for ‘God himself, like a father of the 
bride, leads the woman to the man’ (G. von Rad).23 Fourthly, 
there is, in God’s true pattern, perfect ease between them (25). But 
it is the fruit of perfect love, which has no alloy of greed, distrust 
or dishonour; it was understandably an immediate casualty of the 
fall…”

~Derek Kidner, Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 1, Tyndale Old Testament 
Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1967), 71.



“Marriage is a covenant, one that creates a place of security for 
vulnerability. But though covenant is necessary for sex, sex is also 
necessary for covenant. The covenant will grow stale unless we 
continually revisit and reenact it. Sex is a covenant renewal 
ceremony for marriage, the physical reenactment of the 
inseparable oneness in all other areas—economic, legal, personal, 
psychological—created by the marriage covenant. Sex renews and 
revitalizes the marriage covenant.”

~Keller, Timothy, The Gospel and Sex https://www.christ2rculture.com/resources/Ministry-
Blog/The-Gospel-and-Sex-by-Tim-Keller.pdf, p. 5



What We Tend to Hear on Sex
Biological impulse, appetite

Solely for pleasure

covenant/commitment free, doesn’t hurt anyone

To be sexually active is to be truly living!



Matthew 19:1-6
When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went 

into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. 2 Large 
crowds followed him, and he healed them there.

3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”

4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator 
‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will 

leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 

Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”



What if God’s intends for gender and sex to 
point us to something greater?





Ephesians 5:21-31
21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to 
the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is 
the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 

Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit 
to their husbands in everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the 

washing with water through the word,



Ephesians 5:21-31
27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain 
or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this 

same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one 
ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, 

just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his 
body.



Ephesians 5:21-31
31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a 
profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 
33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves 

himself, and the wife must respect her husband.



Christ & the Church!
31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 

This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and 
the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife 

as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.



Revelation 21:2-3
2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he 
will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 

will be with them and be their God.



“In that resurrection morning, when the Sun of Righteousness 
shall appear in the heavens, shining in all his brightness and glory, 
he will come forth as a bridegroom; he shall come in the glory of his 
Father, with all his holy angels.

That will be a joyful meeting of this glorious bridegroom and 
bride indeed. Then the bridegroom will appear in all his glory 
without any veil: and then the saints shall shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father, and at the right hand of their Redeemer. 
Then will come the time, when Christ will sweetly invite his spouse 
to enter in with him into the palace of his glory, which he had been 
preparing for her from the foundation of the world,



“And shall as it were take her by the hand, and leader her in with 
him: and this glorious bridegroom and bride shall with all their shining 
ornaments, ascend up together into the heaven of heaven; the whole 
multitude of glorious angels waiting upon them: and this Son and 
daughter of God shall, in their united glory and joy, present themselves 
together before the Father; when Christ shall say, “Here am I, and the 
children which thou hast given me”: and they both shall, in that relation 
and union, together receive the Father’s blessing; and shall 
thenceforward rejoice together, in consummate, uninterrupted, 
immutable, and everlasting glory, in the love and embraces of each 
other, and joint enjoyment of the love of the Father.”

~ Edwards, Jonathan, “The Church’s Marriage to Her Sons and to her God, The Works of Jonathan 
Edwards, 183-84.



God’s Purpose for Sex is to point us to:

A greater covenantal union

A deeper, eternal intimacy

A greater display & experience of God’s glory, namely Jesus 
and his life-giving relationship with his followers, the church!



Why isn’t it good?



Genesis 3:1-10
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, 

‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees 
in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the 
tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, 

or you will die.’”

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For 
God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”



6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 

some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 

realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves.

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he 
was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to 

the man, “Where are you?”

10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I 
was naked; so I hid.”



“In the beginning, the man and woman were the offspring of 
the King. As royalty, the were clothed in honor even though they 
had no clothes. They were identified with the King, who was God 
himself. They belonged to him. His reputation was their 
reputation. But in that simple act of disobeying God and eating 
the fruit, everything changed. When they chose what the King 
forbade, they were opting out of the royal line. They cut their 
association with the Creator and chose to identify with a creature 
who was both and animal and the anti-God–a serpent, and Satan 
himself.”

~Welch, Edward T., Shame Interrupted, New Growth Press, Greensboro, N.C., 2012, 
p. 49



“[Sin is] Playing God; and, as a means to this, refusing to allow 
the Creator to be God as far as you are concerned. Living, not for 
him, but for yourself; loving and serving and pleasing yourself 
without reference to the Creator; trying to be as far as possible 
independent of Him, taking yourself out of His hands, holding 
Him at arm’s length, keeping the reins of life in your own hands; 
acting as if you and your pleasure, were the end to which all 
things else, God included, must be made to function as a means—
that is the attitude in which sin essentially consists…



“Sin is exalting oneself against the Creator, withholding the 
homage due to Him, and putting yourself in His place as the 
ultimate standard of reference in all life’s decisions. Augustine 
analyzed sin as pride (superbia), the mad passion to be superior 
even to God, and as a state of being bent away from God into a 
state of self-absorption.”

~J.I. Packer, God’s Words: Key Bible Themes You Need to Know, Baker Academic, 1998, 
73.



Who is Jesus to the sexually broken?



John 4:1-30
Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and 
baptizing more disciples than John— 2 although in fact it was not Jesus 
who baptized, but his disciples. 3 So he left Judea and went back once 

more to Galilee.

4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria 
called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat 

down by the well. It was about noon.

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will 
you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy 

food.)



9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a 
Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews 

do not associate with Samaritans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is 
that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he 

would have given you living water.”

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and 
the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you 

greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank 
from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”



13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 
again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. 
Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get 
thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”

16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”

17 “I have no husband,” she replied.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 
The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is 

not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”



19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 
Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim 

that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when 
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a 
time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind 

of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”



25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is 
coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”

26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him 
talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or 

“Why are you talking with her?”

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town 
and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me 

everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came 
out of the town and made their way toward him.





Gospel Response

Jesus is the greater reality



Gospel Response

Jesus is the greater reality

Will you let God’s good design, and the greater reality it 
points to, reframe the way you think about sex and 

gender?


