




This Week’s Sermon
“God Tells A Better Story”

Revelation 21:1-4









Genesis 2:15-17
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of 

Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God 
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 

garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”





Genesis 3:1-10
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, 

‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees 
in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the 
tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, 

or you will die.’”

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For 
God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”



6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 

some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 

realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves.

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he 
was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to 

the man, “Where are you?”

10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I 
was naked; so I hid.”



















Isaiah 25:6-9
6 On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare

a feast of rich food for all peoples,

a banquet of aged wine—

the best of meats and the finest of wines.

7 On this mountain he will destroy

the shroud that enfolds all peoples,

the sheet that covers all nations;



8     he will swallow up death forever.

The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces;

he will remove his people’s disgrace

from all the earth.

The Lord has spoken.

9 In that day they will say,

“Surely this is our God;

we trusted in him, and he saved us.

This is the Lord, we trusted in him;

let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”











Acts 1:6-8
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you 

at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates 
the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.”





How do I get in on God’s Story?







New Creation!
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 

The old has gone, the new is here! (2 Corinthians 5:17)



Why is it still so hard?



2 Corinthians 4:17-18
17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an 

eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not 
to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For 

the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal.



God, what are you going to do about it?





Galatians 3:10-14
10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is 

written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things 
written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” 11 Now it is evident 
that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous 
shall live by faith.” 12 But the law is not of faith, rather “The one 

who does them shall live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, 

“Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in Christ 
Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that 

we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.





Romans 8:18-39
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 
the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager 
expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation 
was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of 

the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and 

glory of the children of God.

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains 
of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we 

ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.



24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no 
hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we 

hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do 
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who 

searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of 

God.

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his 

purpose. 



29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; 

those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, 
but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, 

graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against 
those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is 
the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than 
that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 

interceding for us.



35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 

sword? 36 As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 

neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 
any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.



The dead will rise and give You praise -

wood and nails will not hold them down!

These wooden tombs, we’ll break them soon

and fashion them into flower beds



Jesus Finishes the Work
The Devil Loses

Death Dies

Wrath Satisfied

We’re Set Free

Bodies Glorified

Dry Bones Live

Peace Comes In Full 

New Creation!





Revelation 21:1-4
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any 
sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for 
her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he 
will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”



Revelation 22:1-5
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as 

crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the 
middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood 
the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every 

month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 
No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the 

Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will 
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be 
no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of 
the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign 

for ever and ever.



“In that resurrection morning, when the Sun of Righteousness 
shall appear in the heavens, shining in all his brightness and glory, 
he will come forth as a bridegroom; he shall come in the glory of his 
Father, with all his holy angels.

That will be a joyful meeting of this glorious bridegroom and 
bride indeed. Then the bridegroom will appear in all his glory 
without any veil: and then the saints shall shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father, and at the right hand of their Redeemer. 
Then will come the time, when Christ will sweetly invite his spouse 
to enter in with him into the palace of his glory, which he had been 
preparing for her from the foundation of the world,



“And shall as it were take her by the hand, and leader her in with 
him: and this glorious bridegroom and bride shall with all their shining 
ornaments, ascend up together into the heaven of heaven; the whole 
multitude of glorious angels waiting upon them: and this Son and 
daughter of God shall, in their united glory and joy, present themselves 
together before the Father; when Christ shall say, “Here am I, and the 
children which thou hast given me”: and they both shall, in that relation 
and union, together receive the Father’s blessing; and shall 
thenceforward rejoice together, in consummate, uninterrupted, 
immutable, and everlasting glory, in the love and embraces of each 
other, and joint enjoyment of the love of the Father.”

~ Edwards, Jonathan, “The Church’s Marriage to Her Sons and to her God, The Works of Jonathan 
Edwards, 183-84.



So what do we do until then?



Make much of Jesus, the better hero





Revelation 21:4
4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 

has passed away.”



“I see a sparkling city shimmering in the sky,
Glittering - glowing, coming down!
From heaven and from the sky. 
Heaven is coming down to earth!

God’s city is beautiful. Walls of topaz, jasper, and sapphire.
Wide streets paved with gold. Gleaming pearl gates that are 
never locked shut.

Where is the sun? Where is the moon? 
They aren’t needed anymore. God is all the light people need.
No more darkness! No more night!”



“And the King says, “Look! 
God and his children are together again.
No more running away. Or hiding.
No more crying or being lonely or afraid.
No more being sick or dying. 
Because all those things are gone.
Yes, they’re gone forever.
Everything sad has come untrue. 

And see-I have wiped away every tear from every eye!”
And then a deep, beautiful voice that sounded like thunder in the 
sky says, “Look I am making everything new!”

~ Sally Lloyd-Jones, The Jesus Storybook Bible, p. 346-347 



Gospel Response

Has God rewritten your story?



Gospel Response

Has God rewritten your story?

God tells a better story, with a better hero, and a better 
ending - make much of Jesus!


