
Genesis 37:1-36
1Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of 

Canaan.  2This is the account of Jacob.
Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks 
with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, 
his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report 
about them.

3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, 
because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a 

richly ornamented robe for him.  4When his brothers saw that their 
father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could 

not speak a kind word to him.
5Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they 

hated him all the more.  6He said to them, “Listen to this 
dream I had: 7We were binding sheaves of grain out in the 
field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, 
while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed 
down to it.”

8His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? 
Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more 

because of his dream and what he had said.
9Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. 

“Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and 
moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”

10When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked 
him and said, “What is this dream you had?  Will your mother and I 

and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before 
you?”  11His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the 

matter in mind....

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near 
Dothan.

18But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached 
them, they plotted to kill him.

19“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other.  20“Come 
now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and 

say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what 
comes of his dreams.”

21When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. 
“Let’s not take his life,” he said.  22“Don’t shed any blood.  Throw 

him into this cistern here in the desert, but don’t lay a hand on 
him.”  Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him 

back to his father.
23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of 
his robe—the richly ornamented robe he was wearing—24-

and they took him and threw him into the cistern. Now the 
cistern was empty; there was no water in it.

25As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw 
a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead.  Their camels were 

loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to 
take them down to Egypt.

26Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our 
brother and cover up his blood?  27Come, let’s sell him to the 

Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our 
brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed.
28So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers 
pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty 
shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.
29When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph 
was not there, he tore his clothes.  30He went back to his broth-

ers and said, “The boy isn’t there!  Where can I turn now?”
31Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped 

the robe in the blood.  32They took the ornamented robe back to 
their father and said, “We found this.  Examine it to see whether 

 it is your son’s robe.”
33He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe!  Some ferocious 
animal has devoured him.  Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”

34Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his 
son many days.  35All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, 
but he refused to be comforted.  “No,” he said, “in mourning will I 
go down to the grave to my son.”  So his father wept for him.

36Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one 
 of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.
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Sherwin Williams guys will be there for training
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Every Tuesday, Wednesday afternoon, and Thursday afternoon





So nice he did it twice!
The Life and Times of Jacob

in Four Acts
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Genesis 32:22-28
22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two 

maidservants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the 
Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent 

over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob
was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 

When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he 
touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was 

wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, 
“Let me go, for it is daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
27 The man asked him, “What is your name?”

“Jacob,” he answered.
28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, 
but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with 

men and have overcome.”



Genesis

33





Genesis 33:1-5
1Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his 
four hundred men; so he divided the children among 
Leah, Rachel and the two maidservants.  2He put the 

maidservants and their children in front, Leah and her 
children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear.  3He 

himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground 
seven times as he approached his brother.



Genesis 33:1-5
4But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw 

his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they 
wept. 5 Then Esau looked up and saw the women and 
children.  “Who are these with you?” he asked.  Jacob 
answered, “They are the children God has graciously 

given your servant...”



Genesis

34





Genesis 34:30-31
30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have 

brought trouble on me by making me a stench to the 
Canaanites and Perizzites, the people living in this land.  
We are few in number, and if they join forces against me 
and attack me, I and my household will be destroyed.” 

31But they replied, “Should he have treated our sister 
like a prostitute?”



Genesis

35



Genesis 35:16-26
16Then they moved on from Bethel. While they were still 
some distance from Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth 
and had great difficulty.  17And as she was having great 
difficulty in childbirth, the midwife said to her, “Don’t 
be afraid, for you have another son.”  18As she breathed 
her last—for she was dying—she named her son Ben-

Oni. But his father named him Benjamin.



Genesis 35:16-26
19So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath

(that is, Bethlehem).  20Over her tomb Jacob set up a 
pillar, and to this day that pillar marks Rachel’s tomb. 

21Israel moved on again and pitched his tent beyond 
Migdal Eder.  22While Israel was living in that region, 
Reuben went in and slept with his father’s concubine 

Bilhah, and Israel heard of it.



Genesis 35:16-26
Jacob had twelve sons: 

23The sons of Leah: 
Reuben the firstborn of Jacob, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 

Issachar and Zebulun. 
24The sons of Rachel: 
Joseph and Benjamin. 

25The sons of Rachel’s maidservant Bilhah: 
Dan and Naphtali. 

26The sons of Leah’s maidservant Zilpah: 
Gad and Asher. 

These were the sons of Jacob, who were born to him in 
Paddan Aram.



Genesis

36



Joseph (Part One): Dreams and Dysfunction



Daddy’s Got a Favorite



Genesis 37:1-4
1Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the 

land of Canaan.

2This is the account of Jacob.

Daddy’s Got a Favorite



Genesis 37:1-4
Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the 

flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons 
of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father 

a bad report about them.

Daddy’s Got a Favorite



Genesis 37:1-4
3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other 
sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; 

and he made a richly ornamented robe for him.  4When 
his brothers saw that their father loved him more than 

any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind 
word to him.

Daddy’s Got a Favorite



Joseph, the Dreamer



Genesis 37:5-11
5Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, 
they hated him all the more.  6He said to them, “Listen to 
this dream I had: 7We were binding sheaves of grain out 

in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood 
upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and 

bowed down to it.”

Joseph, the Dreamer



Genesis 37:5-11
8His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over 
us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all 
the more because of his dream and what he had said..

Joseph, the Dreamer



Genesis 37:5-11
9Then he had another dream, and he told it to his 

brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and 
this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were 

bowing down to me.”

Joseph, the Dreamer



Genesis 37:5-11
10When he told his father as well as his brothers, his 

father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you 
had?  Will your mother and I and your brothers actually 
come and bow down to the ground before you?”  11His 

brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the 
matter in mind.

Joseph, the Dreamer



Sent on a task



Genesis 37:12-17a
12Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s 

flocks near Shechem, 13 and Israel said to Joseph, “As 
you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near 
Shechem. Come, I am going to send you to them.”

“Very well,” he replied.

Sent on a task



Genesis 37:12-17a
14 So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with your 
brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to 
me.” Then he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron.
When Joseph arrived at Shechem, 15a man found him 
wandering around in the fields and asked him, “What 

are you looking for?”

Sent on a task



Genesis 37:12-17a
16He replied, “I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell 

me where they are grazing their flocks?”

17“They have moved on from here,” the man answered. 
“I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’ ”

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near 
Dothan.

Sent on a task



Genesis 37:18-30
18But they saw him in the distance, and before he 

reached them, they plotted to kill him.

Envy played out



Genesis 37:18-30
19“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other.  
20“Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of 

these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured 
him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”

Envy played out



Genesis 37:18-30
21When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from 
their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said.  22“Don’t 

shed any blood.  Throw him into this cistern here in the 
desert, but don’t lay a hand on him.”  Reuben said this 

to rescue him from them and take him back to his father.

Envy played out



Genesis 37:18-30
23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped 
him of his robe—the richly ornamented robe he was 

wearing—24and they took him and threw him into the 
cistern. Now the cistern was empty;

there was no water in it.

Envy played out



Genesis 37:18-30
25As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and 
saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead.  Their 

camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and 
they were on their way to take them down to Egypt.

26Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we 
kill our brother and cover up his blood?  27Come, let’s 

sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; 
after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.”

His brothers agreed.

Envy played out



Genesis 37:18-30
28So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers 

pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for 
twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites,

who took him to Egypt.

Envy played out



Genesis 37:18-30
29When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that 

Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes.  30He went back 
to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there!

Where can I turn now?”

Envy played out



The cover up



Genesis 37:31-36
31Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and 

dipped the robe in the blood.  32They took the 
ornamented robe back to their father and said, “We 

found this.  Examine it to see whether it is
your son’s robe.”

The cover up



Genesis 37:31-36
33He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe!  Some 
ferocious animal has devoured him.  Joseph has surely 

been torn to pieces.”

The cover up



Genesis 37:31-36
34Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 
mourned for his son many days.  35All his sons and 

daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be 
comforted.  “No,” he said, “in mourning will I go down 

to the grave to my son.”  So his father wept for him.
36Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to 

Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials,
the captain of the guard.

The cover up



Themes that are further 
developed in the Bible



Themes that are further 
developed in the Bible

Seeing and Experiencing God



Themes that are further 
developed in the Bible

Seeing and Experiencing God

The Corrosive Power of Envy



Seeing and Experiencing God



Psalm 62:5-8, 11-12a
5Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes 

from him.  6He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is 
my fortress, I will not be shaken.  7My salvation and my 
honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge.  
8Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts 

to him, for God is our refuge…

11One thing God has spoken, two things have I heard:
that you, O God, are strong, 12and that you, O Lord, are 

loving.” 

Seeing and Experiencing God



John 14:18-21
18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  

19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but 
you will see me.  Because I live, you also will live.  20On 

that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you 
are in me, and I am in you.  21Whoever has my 

commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.  
He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too 

will love him and show myself to him.” 

Seeing and Experiencing God



The Corrosive Power of Envy



Genesis 4:3-5
3In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of 
the soil as an offering to the LORD.  4But Abel brought fat 

portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The 
LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5but 
on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So 

Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.

The Corrosive Power of Envy



Exodus 20:17
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall 
not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs 
to your neighbor.”

The Corrosive Power of Envy



“Envy is a nastier sin than mere 
covetousness. What an envier wants is not, 
first of all, what another has; what an 
envier wants is for another not to have 
it. To covet is to want somebody else’s 
good so strongly that one is tempted to steal 
it. To envy is to resent somebody else’s 
good so much that one is tempted to 
destroy it. The coveter has empty hands 
and wants to fill them with somebody else’s 
goods. The envier has empty hands and 
therefore wants to empty the hands of the 
envied… What the envier really wants is to 
spoil something– or someone… Cain no 
longer wanted Abel’s blessing, he wanted 
Abel’s death.”

~ Cornelius Plantinga, Not the Way it is Supposed to Be



Proverbs 14:30
A heart at peace gives life to the body,

but envy rots the bones.

The Corrosive Power of Envy



John 12:17-19
17Now the crowd that was with him when he called 

Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead 
continued to spread the word.  18Many people, because 
they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, 

went out to meet him.  19So the Pharisees said to one 
another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the 

whole world has gone after him!”

The Corrosive Power of Envy



Matthew 27:15-18
15Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to 

release a prisoner chosen by the crowd.  16At that time 
they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas.  17So 

when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, 
“Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, 
or Jesus who is called Christ?”  18For he knew it was out 

of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. 

The Corrosive Power of Envy



Matthew 20:20-28
20Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with 

her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.
21“What is it you want?” he asked.

She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may 
sit at your right and the other at your left in your 

kingdom.”

The Corrosive Power of Envy



Matthew 20:20-28
22“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to 
them.  “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?”

“We can,” they answered. 

23Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my 
cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant.  
These places belong to those for whom they have been 

prepared by my Father.”

The Corrosive Power of Envy



Matthew 20:20-28
24When the ten heard about this, they were indignant 

with the two brothers.  25Jesus called them together and 
said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their high officials exercise authority 

over them.  26Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants 
to become great among you must be your servant, 27and 
whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28just as 
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

The Corrosive Power of Envy



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

How’s your relationship with God?



Gospel Application

How’s your relationship with God?

Where’s the Envy Meter in your life?
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