




Acts 17:11
Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the 

Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness 
and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said 

was true.





What does it mean to be a guy?

Masculinity ----

Adam had:

A Relationship with God

Then, Responsibility in the context of Relationship



What does it mean to be a woman?

Femininity ----

Eve had:

A Relationship with God

Relationship in the context of Responsibility



Masculinity, I suggest, might therefore be thought of as the 
satisfying awareness of the substance God has placed within 
a man’s being that can make an enduring contribution to 
God’s purposes in his world, and will be deeply valued by 
others, especially his wife, as a reliable source of wise, 
sensitive, compassionate, and decisive involvement.

~ Larry Crabb, Men and Woman, Enjoying the Difference (Grand Rapids: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 1991), page 160.



Femininity, at its core, might therefore be thought of as the 
secure awareness of the substance God has placed within a 
woman’s being that enables her to confidently and warmly 
invite others into relationship with God and with herself, 
knowing that there is something in each relationship to be 
wonderfully enjoyed.

~ Larry Crabb, Men and Woman, Enjoying the Difference (Grand Rapids: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 1991), page 163.



Three Views of Men and Women
1.  Male Dominance (Patriarchy or Traditional View)

MEN

WOMEN



Three Views of Men and Women
2.  Completely identical - Egalitarian View

MEN WOMEN



A Complimentarian View of Men and Women



Today’s message:
What are the ways God has called men and women to be 

used in the church

2 Timothy 2:8-15
(one of the most controversial passages in the whole Bible!)



The equality of male 
and female

Genesis 1:26-29
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, 
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 
over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 

that move along the ground.”  27So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created 

him; male and female he created them.



The equality of male 
and female

Genesis 1:26-29
28God blessed them and said to

them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and 

over every living creature that moves on the ground.”  29Then 
God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the 
whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it.   They

will be yours for food.  
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A Detailed look @ 
The creation of humans

1.  The role of Adam 

Genesis 2:18-25
18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I 
will make a helper suitable for him.”  19Now the LORD God had 
formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the 
birds of the air.  He brought them to the man to see what he

would name them; and whatever the 
man called each living creature, that was 
its name.  20So the man gave names to all 
the livestock, the birds of the air and all 
the beasts of the field.  But for Adam no 

suitable helper was found.



A Detailed look @ 
The creation of humans

2.  The role of Eve 

Genesis 2:18-25
18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I 
will make a helper suitable for him.”  19Now the LORD God had 
formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the 
birds of the air.  He brought them to the man to see what he

would name them; and whatever the 
man called each living creature, that was 
its name.  20So the man gave names to all 
the livestock, the birds of the air and all 
the beasts of the field.  But for Adam no 

suitable helper was found.



A Detailed look @ 
The creation of humans

3.  Adam names Eve 

Genesis 2:16-25
21So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while 
he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place 
with flesh.  22Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had 
taken out of the man, and he brought her to  the man.  23The man said,

“This is now bone of my bones and flesh of 
my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman’, for she 

was taken out of man.” 24For this reason a 
man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and they will become one 

flesh.  25The man and his wife were both 
naked, and they felt no shame.
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A Detailed look @ what went wrong!
1.  The Temptation - Tempter goes to Eve

Genesis 3:1-24
1Now the serpent was more crafty than 
any of the wild animals the LORD God 
had made.  He said to the woman, “Did 
God really say, ‘You must not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?”  2The woman 

said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from 
the trees in the garden, 3but God did say, 

‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is 
in the middle of the garden, and you must 
not touch it, or you will die.’”  4“You will 

not surely die,” the serpent said to the 
woman.  5“For God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.”



A Detailed look @ what went wrong!
2.  Eve and Adam’s sin

Genesis 3:1-24
6When the woman saw that the fruit of 

the tree was good for food and pleasing to 
the eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She 

also gave some to her husband, who was 
with her, and he ate it.  



A Detailed look @ what went wrong!
3.  The Result

Genesis 3:1-24
7Then the eyes of both of them were 

opened, and they realized that they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together 

and made coverings for themselves.



A Detailed look @ what went wrong!
4.  Who does God go looking for?

Genesis 3:1-24
8Then the man and his wife heard the 
sound of the LORD God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and they hid from the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden.  9But the 

LORD God called to the man, “Where are 
you?”  10He answered, “I heard you in the 

garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked; so I hid.”  11And he said, “Who told 
you that you were naked?  Have you eaten 

from the tree from which I commanded 
you not to eat?”  



A Detailed look @ what went wrong!
5.  A changed relationship with one another

Genesis 3:1-24
12The man said, “The woman you put 

here with me—she gave me some fruit 
from the tree, and I ate it.”  13Then the 

LORD God said to the woman, “What is 
this you have done?”  The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  



A Detailed look @ what went wrong!
6.  The Curse - to the serpent

Genesis 3:1-24
14So the LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, “Cursed are 
you above all the livestock and all the wild 
animals!  You will crawl on your belly and 
you will eat dust all the days of your life.  
15And I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your offspring 

and hers; he will crush your head, and you 
will strike his heel.”  



A Detailed look @ what went wrong!
7.  The Curse - to the woman

Genesis 3:1-20
16To the woman he said, “I will greatly 

increase your pains in childbearing; with 
pain you will give birth to children.  Your 

desire will be for your husband, and he 
will rule over you.”  



A Detailed look @ what went wrong!
8.  The Curse - to the man

Genesis 3:1-20
17To Adam he said, “Because you 

listened to your wife and ate from the tree 
about which I commanded you, ‘You must 

not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground 
because of you; through painful toil you 
will eat of it all the days of your life.  18It 
will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
and you will eat the plants of the field.  

19By the sweat of your brow you will eat 
your food until you return to the ground, 
since from it you were taken; for dust you 

are and to dust you will return.”  

20Adam named his wife Eve,
because she would become the mother of all the living.



A Detailed look @ what went wrong!
8.  The Curse - to the man

Romans 5:14, 15
14Nevertheless, death reigned from the 

time of Adam to the time of Moses, 
even over those who did not sin by 
breaking a command, as did Adam, 

who was a pattern of the one to come.  
15But the gift is not like the trespass.  

For if the many died by the trespass of 
the one man, how much more did 

God’s grace and the gift that came by 
the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 

overflow to the many!



A Detailed look @ what went wrong!
8.  The Curse - to the man

1 Corinthians 15:21, 22
21For since death came through a man, 
the resurrection of the dead comes also 

through a man.  22For as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
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Summary of important stuff from Gen 1-3

1. Adam and Eve have equal value
2. Adam was formed first
3. Eve came ‘out of Adam’

4. Adam names the animals & Eve
5. Adam’s job - tend the garden
6. Eve’s job - Be Adam’s helper

7. After the fall, God looks for Adam and holds him responsible
8. Although Eve is the one who was deceived, Adam is the one

who causes sin to enter the world
9. The curse to Eve - childbearing & relational

10. The curse to Adam - ground cursed (work) and
death enters the world
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What are men and women’s roles
in the church?

1 Timothy 2:1-7 (NASB)
1First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 

thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, 2for kings and all 
who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life 
in all godliness and dignity.  3This is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.  5For there is one God, and 
one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 

6who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the 
proper time.  7For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle
(I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles 

in faith and truth.



What are men and women’s roles
in the church?

1 Timothy 2:8 (NASB)
8Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy 

hands, without wrath and dissension.



What are men and women’s roles
in the church?

1 Timothy 2:9-10 (NASB)
9Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper 

clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold 
or pearls or costly garments, 10but rather by means of good works, 

as is proper for women making a claim to godliness.



What are men and women’s roles
in the church?

1 Timothy 2:11-12 (NASB)
11A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire 

submissiveness.  12But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise 
authority over a man, but to remain quiet.



What are men and women’s roles
in the church?

1 Timothy 2:13-15 (NASB)
13For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve.
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What are men and women’s roles
in the church?

1 Timothy 2:13-15 (NASB)
13For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve.

14And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being 
deceived, fell into transgression.

15But women will be preserved through the bearing of children if 
they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.



What are men and women’s roles
in the church?

1 Timothy 3:1-7 (NASB)
1It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of 
overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.  2An overseer, then, 
must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, 

prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not addicted to 
wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of 
money.  4He must be one who manages his own household well, 
keeping his children under control with all dignity 5(but if a man 
does not know how to manage his own household, how will he 
take care of the church of God?), 6and not a new convert, so that 

he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation 
incurred by the devil.  7And he must have a good reputation with 
those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and 

the snare of the devil.



What are men and women’s roles
in the church?

1 Timothy 3:8-13 (NASB)
8Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or 
addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain, 9but holding to the 

mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.  10These men must 
also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are 
beyond reproach.  11Women must likewise be dignified, not 

malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things.  12Deacons 
must be husbands of only one wife, and good managers of their 

children and their own households.  13For those who have served 
well as deacons obtain for themselves a high standing and great 

confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.
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How is the church actually run by 
God’s design?

Elders (overseers) - godly, qualified men who are able to 
teach, protect, serve and make global decisions

Deacons (ministers) - godly, qualified men and women 
who lead the church in the “hands” portion of the work 
of the church;  they Plan, Organize, Lead and Evaluate 

the ministries of the church

Congregation (laity) - men, women and children who 
do the work of word, work and worship and live out the 

life of Christ in the world
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A dumb analogy…

Owner - God

Architect - Overseers/Elders

General Contractors
- Deacons

Construction Workers
- All who labor in

the church

Family Moving In
- The WHOLE church &

those not yet in the church
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What can I possibly take away from 
this message?

1. Be a Berean!  Study this stuff for yourself!

2. God is a genius!  Are you thankful for the gender 
God has made you?

3. Pray for the overseers/deacons of the church.

4. Aspire to leadership, both men and women.

5. Look to the cross as you seek to understand 
leadership.  Jesus was the ultimate example in 
kingdom leadership.




	MaleFemale7

