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Jesus appears to a reluctant skeptic

John 20:24-31
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came.  25So the other disciples told him, 

“We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and 
put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his 

side, I will not believe it.”



Jesus appears to a reluctant skeptic

John 20:24-31
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas 
was with them.  Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”  27Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands.  Reach out your 

hand and put it into my side.  Stop doubting and believe.”

28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”



Jesus appears to a reluctant skeptic

John 20:24-31
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.”  30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  
31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.



Who is Thomas?

John 20:24-31
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came.  25So the other disciples told him, 

“We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and 
put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his 

side, I will not believe it.”



Who is Thomas?

John 11:11-16
11After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus 

has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”  12His disciples 
replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.”  13Jesus had been 

speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.  
14So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15and for your sake I 

am glad I was not there, so that you may believe.  But let us go to him.”  
16Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us 

also go, that we may die with him.”



Who is Thomas?

John 14:1-7
1“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me.  2In my 

Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am 
going there to prepare a place for you.  3And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  

4You know the way to the place where I am going.”  5Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”  

6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me.  7If you really knew me, you would know my Father 

as well.  From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”



Where was Thomas?

John 20:24-31
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, 

“We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and 
put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his 

side, I will not believe it.”



What did Thomas miss?

John 20:24-31
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came.  25So the other disciples told him, 

“We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and 
put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his 

side, I will not believe it.”



Thomas’ condition (prayer/opposition?)?

John 20:24-31
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came.  25So the other disciples told him, 

“We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and 
put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his 

side, I will not believe it.”



Jesus answer to Thomas

John 20:24-31
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas 
was with them.  Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”  27Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands.  Reach out your 

hand and put it into my side.  Stop doubting and believe.”

28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”



Thomas’ most excellent response!

John 20:24-31
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas 
was with them.  Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”  27Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands.  Reach out your 

hand and put it into my side.  Stop doubting and believe.”

28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”



The challenge to all of us doubting Thomas’s

John 20:24-31
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.”  30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  
31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.



The bookend to John 1

John 20:24-31
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.”  30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  
31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.



John 20 and John 1

John 20:31
31But these 
are written 
that you 
may believe
that Jesus is 
the Christ, 
the Son of 
God, and 
that by 
believing
you may 
have life in 
his name.

John 1
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the beginning

4In him was life, and that life was the light of men

12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God—

14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ.  18No-one has ever seen God, but God the 
One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known

41The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and 
tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ

49Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you 
are the King of Israel.”



What about doubt?  Is it good or bad?
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Progression of Doubt



Progression of Doubt
1. Questioning

Luke 1:34
34“How will this be,”  Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”



Progression of Doubt
1. Questioning

“And I, who would give my body to be
burned, find myself asking,

‘Is it really so?’”

~ Martin Luther



Progression of Doubt
2.  Doubt

Mark 9:21-24
21Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?”  

“From childhood,”  he answered.  22“It has often thrown him 
into fire or water to kill him.  But if you can do anything, take 

pity on us and help us.”  23“‘If you can’?”  said Jesus.  
“Everything is possible for him who believes.”  24Immediately 
the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome 

my unbelief!”



Progression of Doubt
3.  Skepticism

Luke 1:18
18Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this?  I am an 

old man and my wife is well on in years.”



Progression of Doubt
4.  Refusal to Believe and Obey

Hebrews 4:4-11
4For somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these 

words: “And on the seventh day God rested from all his 
work.”  5And again in the passage above he says, “They shall 

never enter my rest.”  6It still remains that some will enter that 
rest, and those who formerly had the gospel preached to them 

did not go in, because of their disobedience.



Progression of Doubt
4.  Refusal to Believe and Obey

Hebrews 4:4-11
7Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it Today, when a 

long time later he spoke through David, as was said before: 
“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.”  

8For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have 
spoken later about another day.  



Progression of Doubt
4.  Refusal to Believe and Obey

Hebrews 4:4-11
9There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10for 

anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, 
just as God did from his.  11Let us, therefore, make every effort 

to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their 
example of disobedience.



"In these times, when the foundations of our faith are constantly 
being undermined, one is sometimes driven to say to himself, 
'Suppose it is not true.’

As I stood, the other night, beneath the sky, and watched the 
stars, I felt my heart going up to the great Maker with all the love 
I was capable of. I said to myself, 'What made me love God as I 
know I do? What made me feel an anxiety to be like Him in 
purity? Whatever made me long to obey my God 
cannot be a lie.' I know that it was the love of 
Jesus for me that changed my heart, and made 
me, though once careless and indifferent to 
him, now to pant with strong desires to honor 
Him. What has done this? Not a lie, surely. A 
truth, then has done it. I know it by its fruits.



If this Bible were to turn out untrue, and if I died and went before 
my Maker, could I not say to Him, 'I believed great things of thee, 
great God; if it be not so, yet did I honor thee by the faith I had 
concerning thy wondrous goodness, and thy power to forgive'? 
and I would cast myself upon His mercy without fear.

But we do not entertain such doubts; for those dear wounds (the 
wounds of Christ) continually prove the truth of the Gospel, and
the truth of our salvation by it. Incarnate Deity 
is a thought that was never invented by a poet's 
mind, nor reasoned out by a philosopher's skill. 
Incarnate Deity, the notion of the God that 
lived, and bled, and died in human form, 
instead of guilty man ... is itself its own best 
witness. The wounds are the infallible witness 
of the Gospel of Christ."


