


The person and work of Christ are 
the rock upon which the Christian 
religion is built… Take Christ from 
Christianity, and you disembowl 
it; there is practically nothing left.  
Christ is the center of Christianity; 
all else is circumference.

~ John Stott, Basic Christianity



It may seem far-fetched to suggest 
that a penniless preacher from a rural 
backwater of the Roman Empire 
offers us the key to the understanding 
of the purposes of God in human 
history.  It may seem even more 
incredible to claim that he was and is 
the divine Son of God, the ultimate 
revelation to his creatures.  Yet 
millions of apparently sane and 
intelligent people today do make 
those claims, as did his first followers.

~ David Winter, Truth in the Son



I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the 
really foolish thing that people often say about 
Him: 'I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great 
moral teacher, but I don't accept His claim to 
be God.' That is the one thing we must not 
say. A man who was merely a man and said 
the sort of things Jesus said would not be a 
great moral teacher. He would either be a 
lunatic - on the level with the man who says 
he is a poached egg - or else he would be the 
Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. 
Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or 
else a madman or something worse. You can 
shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him 
and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His 
feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not 
come with any patronizing nonsense about 
His being a great human teacher. He has not 
left that open to us. He did not intend to.

~ C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity



I knew the time had come for me: I could 
not sidestep the central question Lewis 
(or God) had placed squarely before me. 
Was I to accept without reservations Jesus 
Christ as Lord of my life?

And so early that Friday morning, while 
I sat alone staring at the sea I love, words 
I had not been certain I could understand 
or say fell naturally from my lips: "Lord 
Jesus, I believe You. I accept You. Please 
come into my life. I commit it to You….”



With these few words that morning, 
while the briny sea churned, came a 
sureness of mind that matched the depth 
of feeling in my heart. There came 
something more: strength and serenity, a 
wonderful new assurance about life, a 
fresh perception of myself and the world 
around me. In the process, I felt old fears, 
tensions, and animosities draining away. 
I was coming alive to things I'd never 
seen before, as if God was filling the 
barren void I'd known for so many 
months, filling it to its brim with a whole 
new kind of awareness.

~ Chuck Colson, former special counsel 
to President Nixon



Of course I had a deep respect, indeed a 
great reverence for the conventional Jesus 
Christ whom the Church worshipped.  
But I was not at all prepared for the 
unconventional man revealed in these terse 
Gospels.  No one could possibly have 
invented such a person: this was no 
puppet-hero built out of the imaginations 
of adoring admirers. “The man Jesus” so 
briefly described, rang true, sometimes 
alarmingly true.  I began to see now why 
the religious Establishment of those days 
wanted to get rid of him at all costs.  He 
was sudden death to pride, pomposity 
and pretense.

~ J. B. Phillips, The Ring of Truth





“I am thirsty”
John 19:28-29

28Later, knowing that all 
was now completed, and 

so that the Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus 
said, “I am thirsty.”  29A 
jar of wine vinegar was 
there, so they soaked a 

sponge in it, put the 
sponge on a stalk of the 

hyssop plant, and lifted it 
to Jesus’ lips.



“I am thirsty”
Psalm 69:21

21They put gall in my food and 
gave me vinegar for my thirst.



“It is finished”

John 19:30
30When he had 

received the drink, 
Jesus said, “It is 

finished.”  With that, 
he bowed his head and 

gave up his spirit.
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Luke 23:46
46Jesus called out with a 
loud voice, “Father, into 
your hands I commit my 

spirit.”  When he had said 
this, he breathed his last.



“It is finished”

Luke 23:46
46Jesus called out with a 
loud voice, “Father, into 
your hands I commit my 

spirit.”  When he had said 
this, he breathed his last.

Psalm 31:5
5Into your hands I commit 
my spirit; redeem me, O 
LORD, the God of truth.



The epitome of religiousity…

John 19:31
31Now it was the day of 

Preparation, and the next day 
was to be a special Sabbath.  

Because the Jews did not want 
the bodies left on the crosses 

during the Sabbath, they asked 
Pilate to have the legs broken 
and the bodies taken down.



blood and water
John 19:32-34

32The soldiers therefore 
came and broke the legs 
of the first man who had 
been crucified with Jesus, 

and then those of the 
other.  33But when they 

came to Jesus and found 
that he was already dead, 

they did not break his 
legs.  34Instead, one of the 

soldiers pierced Jesus’ 
side with a spear, 

bringing a sudden flow of 
blood and water.





What’s this ‘special Sabbath’ that is 
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What’s this ‘special Sabbath’ that is 
mentioned?

What’s the big deal
about no bones being broken?

Blood and water?  Huh?
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The significance of this special Sabbath
Exodus 12:1-14, 40-46

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2“This month is to 
be for you the first month, the first month of your year.  3Tell the 
whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month 

each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household.  
4If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share 
one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the 

number of people there are.  You are to determine the amount of 
lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat.  5The 
animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and 
you may take them from the sheep or the goats.  6Take care of 

them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of 
the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight.  7Then 

they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops 
of the door-frames of the houses where they eat the lambs.



The significance of this special Sabbath
Exodus 12:1-14, 40-46

8That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, 
along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast.  9Do not 
eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire—

head, legs and inner parts.  10Do not leave any of it till morning; if 
some is left till morning, you must burn it.  11This is how you are 
to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on 
your feet and your staff in your hand.  Eat it in haste; it is the 
LORD’s Passover.  12“On that same night I will pass through 

Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and animals—
and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt.  I am the 

LORD.  13The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where 
you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you.  No 

destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.  14“This is a 
day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you 

shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a lasting ordinance.



The significance of this special Sabbath
Exodus 12:1-14, 40-46

40Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 
430years.  41At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the 

LORD’s divisions left Egypt.  42Because the LORD kept vigil that 
night to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites are 

to keep vigil to honor the LORD for the generations to come.  
43The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “These are the regulations 

for the Passover: “No foreigner is to eat of it.  44Any slave you 
have bought may eat of it after you have circumcised him, 45but a 

temporary resident and a hired worker may not eat of it.  46“It 
must be eaten inside one house; take none of the meat outside the 
house.  Do not break any of the bones.  47The whole community of 

Israel must celebrate it.



Blood and Water?



Blood and Water?
“To confirm that a victim was dead, the Romans inflicted a spear wound through the 
right side of the heart. When pierced, a sudden flow of blood and water came from 
Jesus' body . The medical significance of the blood and water has been a matter of 
debate. One theory states that Jesus died of a massive myocardial infarction, in which 
the heart ruptured (Bergsma) which may have resulted from His falling while carrying 
the cross (Ball). Another theory states that Jesus' heart was surrounded by fluid in the 
pericardium, which constricted the heart and caused death (Davis). The physical 
stresses of crucifixion may have produced a fatal cardiac arrhythmia (Johnson).

The stated order of "blood and water" may not necessarily indicate the order of 
appearance, but rather the relative prominence of each fluid. In 
this case, a spear through the right side of the heart would allow 
the pleural fluid (fluid built up in the lungs) to escape first, 
followed by a flow of blood from the wall of the right ventricle 
(Edwards). The important fact is that the medical evidence 
supports that Jesus did die a physical death.

Medical Aspects of the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ
by David Terasaka, M.D. (1996)

”



“They will look upon the one they have pierced”

John 19:35-37
35The man who saw it has 
given testimony, and his 

testimony is true.  He knows 
that he tells the truth, and he 
testifies so that you also may 

believe.  36These things 
happened so that the scripture 
would be fulfilled: “Not one of 

his bones will be broken,” 
37and, as another scripture 

says, “They will look on the 
one they have pierced.”



10“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication.  They will look on 

me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as 
one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one 
grieves for a firstborn son….  1“On that day a fountain will be 

opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to 
cleanse them from sin and impurity.

Zechariah 12:10 and 13:1



Charles Spurgeon - 1834-1892
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Five applications from the death of Jesus
from the sermon, “On the Cross After Death”

Preached at Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, England
on April 3rd, 1887

1. See what Christ is to us.
2. See man’s treatment of Christ.

3. What Jesus did for men

4. The safety of the saints.
5. The salvation of sinners.


