


The Crucifixion of Jesus

John 19:16b-27

So they took Jesus, 17and he went 
out, bearing his own cross, to the 
place called the place of a skull, 
which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha. 18There they crucified 
him, and with him two others, one 
on either side, and Jesus between 
them. 19Pilate also wrote an 
inscription and put it on the cross. 
It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews."



The Crucifixion of Jesus

John 19:16b-27 (con’d)

20Many of the Jews read this 
inscription, for the place where 
Jesus was crucified was near the 
city, and it was written in Aramaic, 
in Latin, and in Greek. 21So the 
chief priests of the Jews said to 
Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of 
the Jews,' but rather, 'This man 
said, I am King of the Jews.'" 
22Pilate answered, "What I have 
written I have written."



The Crucifixion of Jesus

John 19:16b-27 (con’d)

23When the soldiers had crucified 
Jesus, they took his garments and 
divided them into four parts, one 
part for each soldier; also his tunic. 
But the tunic was seamless, woven 
in one piece from top to bottom, 
24so they said to one another, "Let 
us not tear it, but cast lots for it to 
see whose it shall be." This was to 
fulfill the Scripture which 
says, "They divided my 
garments among them, and for 
my clothing they cast lots."



The Crucifixion of Jesus

John 19:16b-27 (con’d)

So the soldiers did these things, 
25but standing by the cross of 
Jesus were his mother and his 
mother's sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26When Jesus saw his mother and 
the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his 
mother, "Woman, behold, your 
son!" 27Then he said to the 
disciple, "Behold, your mother!" 
And from that hour the disciple 
took her to his own home.



“They crucified him.”
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Why the cross?  Why anything?

Numbers 14:21 “But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of the Lord.” 

Genesis 1:27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them.”



Blind to the glory of God!

Romans 1:21-25 21For although they knew God, they did not honor 
him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Claiming to be 
wise, they became fools, 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
reptiles. 24Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to 
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 
25because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen.



Blind to the glory of God!

Romans 3:9-12 9What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at 
all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are 
under sin, 10as it is written: "None is righteous, no, not one; 11no one 
understands; no one seeks for God. 12All have turned aside; together 
they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”



Blind to the glory of God!

Jeremiah 2:13 

“For my people have 
committed to evils: they 
have forsaken me, the 

fountain of living waters, 
and hewed (carved) out 
cisterns for themselves, 
broken cisterns that can 

hold no water.”



John Piper
Preaching Pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church

Our sin problem is -
“our preferring the 

glory of created 
things over the 

glory of God such 
that we are blind 
and insensible to 

the infinitely 
preferable glory of 

God.” 
“
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#1 God has created us to glorify him.

Isaiah 43:25 “I, I am he who wipes out your transgressions for my own sake.” 

John 17:1-4 “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may 
glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on 
earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 

1 John 4:10 “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

Galatians 3:13 “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us.”

The Crucifixion takes care of #1
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#2 We failed to glorify him.

Ephesians 2:4 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.”

1 Peter 3:18 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.”  

2 Corinthians 5:21 “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

Ephesians 1:7 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of our trespasses.”

The crucifixion of Jesus accounts for #2.
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#2 We failed to glorify him.

Romans 5:9 “We have now been justified by his blood.” 

Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

Hebrews 2:9 “But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the 
angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of 
death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.”

The crucifixion of Jesus accounts for #2.



So, why the cross?

#1 God has created us to 
glorify him.  

#2 We have failed in what 
we were created for –

glorifying him – which has 
reaped sin and death. 

#3 The crucifixion of Jesus 
accounts for #1 and #2.

#4 Repent and 
believe 

in the Lord 
Jesus




