


The curiosity and courage of Peter

John 13:36-37
36Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”

Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now,
but you will follow later.”

37Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now?
I will lay down my life for you.”



The prediction of the most painful event in 
Peter’s entire life…

John 13:38
38Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for 

me?  I tell you the truth, before the cock crows, you will
disown me three times!

Ethiopian, 17th Century



“I go to prepare a place for you…”

John 14:1-4
1“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also 
in me.  2In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not 

so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place 
for you.  3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back and take you to be 
with me that you also may 

be where I am.  4You 
know the way to the place 

where I am going.”
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A look at what we had in the beginning



“I go to prepare a place for you…”

A look at what we had in the beginning

Genesis 1:26-28
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, 
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 

over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground.”  27So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them.  28God blessed them 

and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and increase in 

number; fill the earth and 
subdue it.  Rule over the 

fish of the sea and the birds 
of the air and over every 

living creature that moves 
on the ground.”



“I go to prepare a place for you…”

A look at what we had in the beginning

Genesis 2:4-9, 15-18
4This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created.  When the LORD God made the earth and the 

heavens— 5and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the 
earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the 

LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no 
man to work the ground, 6but streams came up from the earth 

and watered the whole surface of the ground— 7the LORD 
God formed the man from the dust of the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being.



“I go to prepare a place for you…”

A look at what we had in the beginning

Genesis 2:4-9, 15-18
8Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in 
Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.  9And the 

LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—
trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food.  In the 
middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil.



“I go to prepare a place for you…”

A look at what we had in the beginning

Genesis 2:4-9, 15-18
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of 

Eden to work it and take care of it.  16And the LORD God 
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 
garden; 17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  

18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  
I will make a helper suitable for him.”
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Garden of Eden (the way we want it!)
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Place (Genesis 2:8-9)
a. Peace and Safety (“home”)

b. Beauty

c. Satisfying
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Three Beautiful Aspects of Life in the 
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Meaning (Genesis 1:28, 2:8, 2:15, 18)
a. Truth

b. Work

c. Perfect human relationships and reproduction
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Life (Genesis 1:26-28, 2:7, 2:15-16)
a. The opportunity to really live life to its full, to treasure and 

worship God, and to enjoy others and created things in 
such a way as to bring maximum pleasure and life – and to 
do so without any fear that there is an end to such things.



Three Beautiful Aspects of Life in the 
Garden of Eden (the way we want it!)

Life (Genesis 1:26-28, 2:7, 2:15-16)
a. The opportunity to really live life to its full, to treasure and 

worship God, and to enjoy others and created things in 
such a way as to bring maximum pleasure and life – and to 
do so without any fear that there is an end to such things.

b. Delegated Autonomy – the opportunity to make good 
choices (“freedom”)
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“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

Genesis 3:1, 6-24
1Now the serpent was more 
crafty than any of the wild 

animals the LORD God had 
made.  He said to the 

woman, “Did God really 
say, ‘You must not eat from 

any tree in the garden’?”



“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

Genesis 3:1, 6-24
6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 

wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  7Then the eyes of 
both of them were opened, and they realized that they were 

naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings 
for themselves.



“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

Genesis 3:1, 6-24
8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God 

as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  

9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”  10He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid 

because I was naked; so I hid.”  11And he said, “Who told you 
that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree from 

which I commanded you not to eat?”  12The man said, “The 
woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from 

the tree, and I ate it.”  13Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, “What is this you have done?”  The woman said, 

“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”



“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

Genesis 3:1, 6-24
14So the LORD God said to the 

serpent, “Because you have 
done this, “Cursed are you 

above all the livestock and all 
the wild animals!  You will 

crawl on your belly and you 
will eat dust all the days of 
your life.  15And I will put 

enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will 

crush your head, and you will 
strike his heel.”



“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

Genesis 3:1, 6-24
16To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pains in 
childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children.  Your 
desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”



“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

Genesis 3:1, 6-24
17To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate 
from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not 

eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through 
painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  18It will 

produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the 
plants of the field.  19By the sweat of your brow you will eat 
your food until you return to the ground, since from it you 
were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”



“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

Genesis 3:1, 6-24
20Adam named his 
wife Eve, because 
she would become 

the mother of all the 
living.  21The LORD 
God made garments 
of skin for Adam and 
his wife and clothed 

them.



“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

Genesis 3:1, 6-24
22And the LORD God said, “The man 

has now become like one of us, 
knowing good and evil.  He must not 
be allowed to reach out his hand and 
take also from the tree of life and eat, 

and live for ever.”  23So the LORD 
God banished him from the Garden 

of Eden to work the ground from 
which he had been taken.  24After he 
drove the man out, he placed on the 

east side of the Garden of Eden 
cherubim and a flaming sword 

flashing back and forth to guard the 
way to the tree of life.
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“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

They bought a lie. As a result, they lost their:

1. Place (Genesis 3:23-24)
a. Loss of Peace and Safety (“home”)

b. No longer perfect Beauty
c. Nothing it totally Satisfying



“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

They bought a lie. As a result, they lost their:

2.  Meaning
a.  Loss of peace in the home (Genesis 3:15)

b.  Loss of meaningful relationships (Genesis 3:16)
c.  Loss of the joy of purpose (Genesis 3:17-19a)



“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

They bought a lie. As a result, they lost their:

3.  Life 
a.  Loss of our enjoyment of life - (Genesis 3:19b)

b.  Loss of our ability to make good choices all the time
(Genesis 3:22)



“How these beautiful aspects were lost…”

They bought a lie. As a result, they lost their:

But most importantly, they lost their opportunity
to perfectly reflect the imageo dei

(Genesis 3:8-10)
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“How these beautiful aspects will be 
redeemed”

Revelation 21:1-8
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 

heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no 
longer any sea.  2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband.  3And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is 
with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them and be their God.  4He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 

passed away.”



“How these beautiful aspects will be 
redeemed”

Revelation 21:1-8
5He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making 

everything new!”  Then he said, “Write this down, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.”  6He said to me: “It is done.  
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.  
To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from 

the spring of the water of life.  7He who overcomes will inherit 
all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.  8But the 

cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the 
sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters 

and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning 
sulfur.  This is the second death.”



“How these beautiful aspects will be 
redeemed”

Revelation 22:1-5
1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as 
clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb 2down the middle of the great street of the city.  On 
each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 

crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  And the leaves 
of the tree are for the healing of the nations.  3No longer will 

there be any curse.  The throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in the city, and his servants will serve him.  4They will see his 
face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  5There will be 
no more night.  They will not need the light of a lamp or the 
light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light.  And 

they will reign for ever and ever.



“Right now, as followers of Jesus Christ, we 
have a ‘taste’ of this redemption”
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“Right now, as followers of Jesus Christ, we 
have a ‘taste’ of this redemption”

Place – John 20:21, Matthew 16:18

Meaning – John 1:17, 6:26-29

Life – John 5:24, 10:10, 17:3



“We don’t have a clue where the way is to 
this place!”

John 14:5
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are 

going, so how can we know the way?”



“Oh, yes you do!”

John 14:6-7
6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No 

one comes to the Father except through me.  7If you really 
knew me, you would know my Father as well.  From now on, 

you do know him and have seen him.



“Oh, yes you do!”

Romans 10:1-4
1Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the 

Israelites is that they may be saved.  2For I can testify about 
them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based 

on knowledge.  3Since they did not know the righteousness 
that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they 
did not submit to God’s righteousness.  4Christ is the end of 

the law so that there may be righteousness
for everyone who believes.



“Okay, then, show us the Father!”

John 14:8
8Philip said, “Lord, 
show us  the Father

and that will be
enough for us.”



“Let’s all take a breath here and
start all over again…”

John 14:9-14
9Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I 
have been among you such a long time?  Anyone who has 

seen me has seen the Father.  How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’?  10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that 
the Father is in me?  The words I say to you are not just my 
own.  Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his 

work.  11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; or at least believe on the

evidence of the miracles themselves.



“Let’s all take a breath here and
start all over again…”

John 14:9-14
12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what 
I have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these, 

because I am going to the Father.  13And I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the 

Father.  14You may ask me for anything in my name,
and I will do it.


