
Generous 
Living:

Sowing Seeds 
that Satisfy & 

Bless others

Special two week 10 year Anniversary Message Series:
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Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

Genesis 1:1
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

Isaiah 43:6, 7
6I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not 

hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from 
the ends of the earth— 7everyone who is called by my name, 

whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

John 17:1-26
1After Jesus said this, he looked towards heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the time has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may 
glorify you.  2For you granted him authority over all people that 
he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.  3Now 
this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  4I have brought you glory 
on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  5And now, 
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you 

before the world began.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

John 17:1-26
6“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the 
world.  They were yours; you gave them to me and they have 

obeyed your word.  7Now they know that everything you have 
given me comes from you.  8For I gave them the words you gave 

me and they accepted them.  They knew with certainty that I 
came from you, and they believed that you sent me.  9I pray for 
them.  I am not praying for the world, but for those you have 
given me, for they are yours.  10All I have is yours, and all you 

have is mine.  And glory has come to me through them.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

John 17:1-26
11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the 

world, and I am coming to you.  Holy Father, protect them by the 
power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may 
be one as we are one.  12While I was with them, I protected them 
and kept them safe by that name you gave me.  None has been 

lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would 
be fulfilled.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

John 17:1-26
13“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still 

in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy 
within them.  14I have given them your word and the world has 
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of 

the world.  15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world 
but that you protect them from the evil one.  16They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of it.  17Sanctify them by the truth; your 
word is truth.  18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them 
into the world.  19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 

truly sanctified.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

John 17:1-26
20“My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will 

believe in me through their message, 21that all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also 
be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22I 

have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one 
as we are one: 23I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to 
complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have 

loved them even as you have loved me.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

John 17:1-26
24“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I 

am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because 
you loved me before the creation of the world.  25“Righteous 

Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and 
they know that you have sent me.  26I have made you known to 

them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love 
you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in 

them.” 



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

Matthew 7:9-11
9“Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  

10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  11If you, then, 
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good 
gifts to those who ask him!



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

John 3:16
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
1. Who is God?

A proper view of the very nature of God

Revelation 22:17
17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who hears 
say, “Come!”  Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever 

wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.
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An understanding of ownership and our role in life



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
2.  Whose stuff is this anyway?

An understanding of ownership and our role in life

Psalm 24:1
1The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all 

who live in it.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
2.  Whose stuff is this anyway?

An understanding of ownership and our role in life

Leviticus 25:23
23“‘The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is 

mine and you are but aliens and my tenants.
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2.  Whose stuff is this anyway?

An understanding of ownership and our role in life

1 Corinthians 6:19, 20
19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not 
your own; 20you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God 

with your body.
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so goes your heart



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
3.  How am I really happy?

Acknowledging the truth that where your treasure goes, 
so goes your heart

Ecclesiastes 5:12
12The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little or much, 

but the abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
3.  How am I really happy?

Acknowledging the truth that where your treasure goes, 
so goes your heart

Proverbs 18:10, 11
10The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it 
and are safe.  11The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; they 

imagine it an unscalable wall.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
3.  How am I really happy?

Acknowledging the truth that where your treasure goes, 
so goes your heart

Matthew 6:19-21
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20But store 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do 
not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
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I wasn’t made for this life!



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
4.  Are you a fish out of water?

I wasn’t made for this life!

Philippians 3:20
20But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior 

from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
4.  Are you a fish out of water?

I wasn’t made for this life!

Luke 12:15
15Then he said to them, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of 

his possessions.”



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
4.  Are you a fish out of water?

I wasn’t made for this life!

Proverbs 23:4, 5
4Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show 

restraint.  5Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they 
will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
4.  Are you a fish out of water?

I wasn’t made for this life!

James 4:14 from the New American Standard Bible
14Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.  You 
are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes 

away. 



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
4. Are you a fish out of water?

I wasn’t made for this life!

"If I find in myself a desire which no experience 
in this world can satisfy,

the most probable explanation is
that I was made for another world.”

- C. S. Lewis in Mere Christianity
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5.  What bank are you investing in?

Temporary or Eternal Pleasures?

Hebrews 11:25, 26
25He chose to be ill-treated along with the people of God rather 

than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.  26He regarded 
disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the 

treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
5.  What bank are you investing in?

Temporary or Eternal Pleasures?

Matthew 19:27-29
27Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you!  

What then will there be for us?”  28Jesus said to them, “I tell you 
the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on 

his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  29And 

everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred 

times as much and will inherit eternal life.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
5.  What bank are you investing in?

Temporary or Eternal Pleasures?

Proverbs 19:17
17He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will 

reward him for what he has done.
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6.  Let it go!

The absolute joy of giving yourself away!

2 Corinthians 9:10-15
10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 
also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the 
harvest of your righteousness.  11You will be made rich in every 
way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through 

us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  12This 
service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s 

people but is also overflowing in
many expressions of thanks to God.



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
6.  Let it go!

The absolute joy of giving yourself away!

2 Corinthians 9:10-15
13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, 
men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 

sharing with them and with everyone else.  14And in their prayers 
for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing 

grace God has given you.  15Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift!



Six Building Blocks to Generous Living
6.  Let it go!

The absolute joy of giving yourself away!

Acts 20:35
35In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work 

we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
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