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Gotta Serve Somebody by Bob Dylan
You may be an ambassador to England or France,
You may like to gamble, you might like to dance,
You may be the heavyweight champion of the world,
You may be a socialite with a long string of pearls

But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed
You're gonna have to serve somebody,
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord
But you're gonna have to serve somebody.

You may be a state trooper, you might be a young Turk,
You may be the head of some big TV network,
You may be rich or poor, you may be blind or lame,
You may be living in another country under another name

You may be a preacher with your spiritual pride,
You may be a city councilman taking bribes on the side,
You may be workin' in a barbershop, you may know how to cut hair,
You may be somebody's mistress, may be somebody's heir

Might like to wear cotton, might like to wear silk,
Might like to drink whiskey, might like to drink milk,
You might like to eat caviar, you might like to eat bread,
You may be sleeping on the floor, sleeping in a king-sized bed





John Chapter 8:

Conversation of the Weird!



Conversation of the Weird - Part One
John 8:12-30

12When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of 
the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life.”



Conversation of the Weird - Part One
John 8:13-30

13The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your 
own witness; your testimony is not valid.”

14Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my 
testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am 

going.  But you have no idea where I come from or where I am 
going.  15You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no 
one.  16But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not 

alone.  I stand with the Father, who sent me.  17In your own Law it 
is written that the testimony of two men is valid. 18I am one who 
testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”



Conversation of the Weird - Part One
John 8:13-30

19Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”

“You do not know me or my Father,”  Jesus replied.  “If you knew 
me, you would know my Father also.” 

20He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the 
place where the offerings were put.  Yet no one seized him, 

because his time had not yet come.



Conversation of the Weird - Part One
John 8:13-30

21Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will 
look for me, and you will die in your sin.

Where I go, you cannot come.”

22This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself?  Is that why he 
says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?”

23But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above.  You 
are of this world; I am not of this world. 24I told you that you 

would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I 
claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”
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Conversation of the Weird - Part One
John 8:13-30

25“Who are you?” they asked.

“Just what I have been claiming all along,” Jesus replied.

26“I have much to say in judgment of you.  But he who sent me is 
reliable, and what I have heard from him I tell the world.”



Conversation of the Weird - Part One
John 8:13-30

27They did not understand that he was telling them
about his Father.

28So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then 
you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do 

nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.  
29The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I 

always do what pleases him.”

30Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him.



Conversation of the Weird - Part Two

John 8:31-32
31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you 
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  32Then 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”



Conversation of the Weird - Part Two

John 8:33
33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants 

and have never been slaves of anyone.
How can you say that we shall be set free?”

34Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is 
a slave to sin.  35Now a slave has no permanent place in 

the family, but a son belongs to it forever.  36So if the Son 
sets you free, you will be free indeed.



Conversation of the Weird - Part Two

John 8:37-38
37“I know you are Abraham’s descendants.  Yet you are 

ready to kill me, because you have no room for my 
word.  38I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s 

presence, and you do what you have
heard from your father.”



Conversation of the Weird - Part 3



Conversation of the Weird - Part 3
Their reply to Jesus’ implication

John 8:39-47
39“Abraham is our father,” they answered.



Theological Significance of Abraham



Theological Significance of Abraham
Genesis 12:1-5

1The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people 
and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.  
2“I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  3I will bless 

those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  4So Abram left, as 

the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.  Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran.  5He took his 

wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they 

set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.



Theological Significance of Abraham
Deuteronomy 7:6-11

6“For you are a people holy to the LORD your God.  The LORD your 
God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be 

his people, his treasured possession.  7The LORD did not set his 
affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than 

other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.  8But it was 
because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your 

forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed 
you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  
9Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, 

keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who 
love him and keep his commands.  10But those who hate him he will 

repay to their face by destruction; he will not be slow to repay to their 
face those who hate him.  11Therefore, take care to follow the commands, 

decrees and laws I give you today.”



Theological Significance of Abraham
Isaiah 41:8-9

8“But you, O Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you 
descendants of Abraham my friend, 9I took you from the ends of 
the earth, from its farthest corners I called you.  I said, ‘You are 

my servant’; I have chosen you and have not rejected you.”



Conversation of the Weird - Part 3
Abraham is your ancestor, but not your father!

John 8:39-47
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would 
do the things Abraham did.  40As it is, you are determined to kill 

me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God.  
Abraham did not do such things.  41You are doing the things your 

own father does.”



What it means to a TRUE child of Abraham

Romans 9:1-8
1I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in 

the Holy Spirit— 2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my 
heart.  3For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from 

Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 4the people of 
Israel.  Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the 
covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the 

promises.  5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human 
ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised!  Amen.  6It is 
not as though God’s word had failed.  For not all who are descended 

from Israel are Israel.  7Nor because they are his descendants are they all 
Abraham’s children.  On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your 

offspring will be reckoned.”  8In other words, it is not the natural 
children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise 

who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring.



Conversation of the Weird - Part 3
Hey!  Who’s the one without a father here?

John 8:39-47
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested.

“The only Father we have is God himself.”



Conversation of the Weird - Part 3
Here’s who your father is!

John 8:39-47
42Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love 
me, for I came from God and now am here.  I have not come on 

my own; but he sent me.  43Why is my language not clear to you?  
Because you are unable to hear what I say.  44You belong to your 
father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire.  
He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, 
for there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks his native 

language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  45Yet because I tell 
the truth, you do not believe me!  46Can any of you prove me 

guilty of sin?  If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me?  
47He who belongs to God hears what God says.  The reason you 

do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”



Conversation of the Weird - Part 3
Four Proofs
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How to have the right father



How to have the right father
John 3:1-3, 16-18

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
member of the Jewish ruling council.  2He came to Jesus at night 
and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from 

God.  For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are 
doing if God were not with him.”  3In reply Jesus declared, “I tell 

you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 
born again.”



How to have the right father
John 3:1-3, 16-18

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him.  18Whoever believes in 

him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of 

God’s one and only Son.


