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The statement that started this all off!

John 8:12-30
12When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of 
the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life.”
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Significance of Jesus’
“I am the Light of the World” statement

2. Scripturally
Psalm 27:1

1The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?  The 
LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?



Significance of Jesus’
“I am the Light of the World” statement

2. Scripturally
Isaiah 49:6

He says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore 
the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept.  I will 

also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my 
salvation to the ends of the earth.”
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The weird conversation…
John 8:13-30

13The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your 
own witness; your testimony is not valid.” 

14Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my 
testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am 

going.  But you have no idea where I come from or where I am 
going.  15You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no 
one.  16But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not 

alone.  I stand with the Father, who sent me.  17In your own Law it 
is written that the testimony of two men is valid.  18I am one who 
testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”
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John 8:13-30

19Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”

“You do not know me or my Father,”  Jesus replied.  “If you knew 
me, you would know my Father also.” 

20He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the 
place where the offerings were put.  Yet no one seized him, 

because his time had not yet come.
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The weird conversation…
John 8:13-30

21Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will 
look for me, and you will die in your sin.

Where I go, you cannot come.”

22This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself?  Is that why he 
says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?”

23But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above.  You 
are of this world; I am not of this world.  24I told you that you 

would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I 
claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”
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The weird conversation…
John 8:13-30

25“Who are you?” they asked.

“Just what I have been claiming all along,” Jesus replied.

26“I have much to say in judgment of you.  But he who sent me is 
reliable, and what I have heard from him I tell the world.”
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28So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then 
you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do 

nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.  
29The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I 

always do what pleases him.”



The weird conversation…
John 8:13-30

27They did not understand that he was telling them
about his Father.

28So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then 
you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do 

nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.  
29The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I 

always do what pleases him.”

30Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him.
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Summary of “The weird conversation…”

Statement#1
I am then light of the world (8:12)

Objection
Hey, you don’t have enough people

in the witness stand! (8:13)

Answer to Objection
Do the math! (8:14-18)

Response to the Objection
Who’s your daddy? (8:19-20)
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Summary of “The weird conversation…”

Statement #2:
I am leaving, and when I do, you will die in your sin

because you cannot follow me. (8:21)

Super confused response:
Are you going to kill yourself? (8:22)

Statement restated with superior clarity (8:23-24)

Response to the restatement:
Who are you? (8:25a)

Jesus clarification to them once again (8:25b-29)



Summary of “The weird conversation…”

Yet, in spite of all this confusion, people actually 
respond positively to Jesus

(John 8:30)
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The big problem (John 8:23)

“You are from below; I am from above.  You are of this world; I 
am not of this world.”

What John thinks about “the world”

John 1:9, 10
9The true light that gives light to every man was coming 
into the world.  10He was in the world, and though the 

world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him.



The big problem (John 8:23)

“You are from below; I am from above.  You are of this world; I 
am not of this world.”

What John thinks about “the world”

John 7:7
The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I 

testify that what it does is evil.



The big problem (John 8:23)

“You are from below; I am from above.  You are of this world; I 
am not of this world.”

What John thinks about “the world”

John 18:36
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, 

my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the 
Jews.  But now my kingdom is from another place.”



The big problem (John 8:23)

“You are from below; I am from above.  You are of this world; I 
am not of this world.”

What John thinks about “the world”

1 John 2:15-17
15Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him.  16For everything in the world—the cravings of 

sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what 
he has and does—comes not from the Father but from 
the world.  17The world and its desires pass away, but 

the man who does the will of God lives for ever.


